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Gerald Clarke
Maritime Area
Gerald is a wonderful Christian, who carries his faith into all aspects of his life.
He is a lovi
loving son, brother, uncle, cousin, husband, father and grandfather to
his wonderful grand
grand-children.
children. Gerald is someone everyone respects and
admires. He is reliable, trustworthy, and whole-heartedly
heartedly committed to the
work of the denomination, always thinking critically about what we can do
next and who we are in relation to current issues as well as how we can better
serve the community in which we find oursel
ourselves
ves at the local, national, and
international levels. He is passionate and dedicated. With his guidance and
wisdom over many years Gerald has contributed immensely to the life of the
church and continues to do so. Gerald is also very patient and knows the ebb
and flow of congregat
congregational and community life, with an
n eye to what enhances
well-being
being of the faith community. Gerald is an educator who received his B.Ed and Masters of Education in
Alberta. He worked his entire career as a teacher, Vice Principal, an
and
d Principal. He was even called out of
retirement to serve as Principal at the Nova Scotia Community College, Akerley Camp
Campus,
us, for a number of years.
Gerald
d has been involved in many ways with the life of our denomination. He came to the Christian Church
(Disciples)
Disciples) as a child at North Street Christian Church in Halifax, N.S. He joined the church through baptism at
age 14. For several years before and after, Gerald was fully involved at the Maritime camp, Johnston Christian
Park (J.C.P.) As a result, he gavee several years to counselling and eventually served as the Chi Rho Camp Director.
In addition, he served with Robert Howell as a director of the Counsellor Training Camp at JCP. Furthermore,
having been involved with the church group, Chi Rho, he served aass the President of the provincial CYF.
Over the years, Gerald served his church as a deacon, elder, treasurer, choir member, and Board Chairman. All
of these were ongoing and lasted several years up to the closure of North Street in 1983. Following this event,
e
Gerald began attending Wyndholme Christian Church (Disciples) in Dartmouth, N.S. Here, he served as an elder
(1991- present), choir member (1986 – present), Board Moderator (2002 – 2018). He also chaired two terms of
the church Search Committee. In the
he Maritime Area, in addition to serving at JCP, Gerald served on the Maritime
Board as a trustee (1982 – present). Nationally, he has attended several Regional Conferences and served on the
Regional Board as the Maritime representative between 1975 – 1978.. In February, 1989, Gerald joined a group
of 28 workers from Canada and the USA to go to Jamaica to help rebuild three buildings damaged by Hurricane
Gilbert.
Beyond the church, Gerald has been active in the following: Black Educators Association – Executive
Execu
Director –
1988 – 89 Halifax Regional Municipality - Recreation Committee – Chair – 1989-90
90 In the years that we have
been fortunate to work with him in the church, we have always found him to be open minded to all ideas
brought forward, always a team player, and genuinely trusting in God to lead us onward. He continues to be
involved on the congregational board as Assistant to the Treasurer, as well as other administrative positions and
serves on the Pastoral Relations Team. He has also served, and co
continues
ntinues to serve as a member of the Maritime
Disciples Board. His commitment to the church has been since he was a youth leader in the church. Gerald has
joyfully served the church for over 60 years. He is a sounding board and confidante, a champion of people
peo
and
has wisdom in his various roles. In addition, he has a wonderful sense of humour about it all. These are
wonderful attributes in his collaborative leadership style. Gerald is always ready to listen with his head and
heart, the coming together of what
at Disciples value most in spiritual practice. In closing we would like to thank
you for considering Gerald for this honour. Sincerely in Christ, Paula Robb, Elder On behalf of Members of
Wyndholme Christian Church, Disciples of Christ
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Ron Dakin
Central (Ontario) Area
Ron Dakin was born in Edmonton, Alberta, November 21, 1934. He spent his first
17 years growing up in Edmonton, and received both his Elementary and High
School education in the Edmonton educational system. His family church
affiliation was with the United Church of Canada, but he began his affiliation with
the Christian Church, attending a small “missionary” Church of Christ, meeting in a
small “army Quonset hut” in his neighbourhood.
Ron began his education for ministry at Alberta B
Bible
ible College in 1952 and
graduated with a B.Th. in 1956. He was ordained into ministry in May of that year
and began his first ministry in Norman Wells, NWT, and
nd then moved to Portage La
Prairie, Manitoba for a three year ministry. Over the years he has sserved
erved in a number of ministerial settings,
both full time and part time, throughout Canada and the United States.
In 1958, while in Portage la Prairie, he was married to his college sweet hea
heart,
rt, Grace Kuykendall. In 1959, he and
Grace moved to Iowa to further
urther his education at Drake University. He completed his B.A. and M.Div. He took a
little “time out” to consider his career values. For two years he worked at Look Magazine in administration.
During that time in Iowa their two sons, Kevin and Rory w
were born.
Ron and Grace returned to Canada to a ministry in St. Thomas in 1966. It was there Ron set up a community
counselling program as an adjunct project while he commuted back and forth weekly to Indianapolis, Indiana to
complete studies on a D. Min., which
hich he completed in 1973.
In 1974 Ron accepted a position with the Student Services department of Fanshawe College and continued his
ministry with area churches, both Disciples of Christ and the United Church of Canada on a part time basis.
In 1978 Grace and Ron separated and a couple of years later Grace died of cancer.
About that time Carol and Ron met and were subsequently married in 1986.
Ron retired from Fanshawe in 1994 and formally retired from ministry in 1999. Since that time he has continued
co
to provided Pulpit Supply and Interim Supply for a number of area churches, served on a number of church
committees, both as a regular member and occasionally as the Chairperson.
For hobbies Ron enjoys renovation and maintenance projects on ttheir
heir old home (originally built in the late
1870's). Since Carol’s hobby is travel, they have taken as many trips into various parts of the world as possible. .
.as much as their health and world circumstances allow.
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John Dick
Central (Ontario) Area
My journey with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) began in
Ridgetown, Ontario on the Easter weekend of 1973 with an invitation from
high school friends to join them for a beach cleanup with their church youth
group. I started attending the group and met Millie. Three years later, we
were married in the Ridgetown church. The Ridgetown youth were active in
the Ontario CYF group and thus I began making many friendships with other
youth throughout the province. Once we were no longer eligible to be in
OCYF, Millie and I served as OCYF adult advisers for a few years until we
started our family.
We lived in Guelph until 1979 and participated in the Everton and Guelph congregations while I was completing
my formal education to become a professiona
professionall accountant. At that time, I was recruited to serve on the AllAll
Canada finance committee. I was also part of a group of Ontario young adults that organized a weekend event in
Guelph.
In 1980, we moved back to Ridgetown and I became an active member in the local congregation as a Sunday
School teacher, Elder and church leader. A couple of years later, I was approached by the Ontario Assembly
(OACC) to serve on their budget and finance committee and soon became chair of the committee – which lasted
over 30 years followed by a two-year
year term as OACC Treasurer and bookkeeper. As chair of the OACC finance
committee, I served as a member of the Ontario Assembly Board.
At the 1996 All-Canada
Canada convention, I was elected to the Canadian regional board as Vice
Vice-Moderat
Moderator and chair of
Staff Relations. Part of my responsibilities were to help organize the 1998 Canadian convention, which was held
in Ridgetown. Two years later, as Canadian moderator, I presided at the 2000 convention in Windsor, Nova
Scotia. I then served a second four-year
year term as a member of the Canadian board. During this time, I also
represented the Canadian church at the General Church level in the U.S. When the All
All-Canada
Canada convention
returned to Ridgetown in 2014, I chaired the local arrangements co
committee.
As my term on the Canadian Board was ending, I was elected to serve on the General Board of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in the U.S. and Canada plus one concurrent term on the general church
administrative board.
I was involved in organizing
ganizing men’s retreats at the Ontario Disciples Conference Grounds for over 10 years
beginning in the early 1990’s. I became involved with the General Church Men’s Ministries and assisted with
bringing their group of 100 representatives from the U.S. up to Toronto in 2012. During this time, I served on
the area Committee on the Ministry, which included mentoring and assisting ministerial candidates. Over the
years, I represented the Ridgetown congregation at many OACC, All
All-Canada,
Canada, and General Assembly conventions
c
and as a member of the College of Churches of Christ in Canada.
Looking back, what I remember most about all the many activities I participated in was the many people I had
the pleasure to meet and serve with. May God bless everyone and help us in everything we do to lead and
strengthen others in the knowledge and grace of our Lord and Saviour – Jesus Christ.
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Millie Dick
Central (Ontario) Area
During my years as a member of the Ridgetown Christian Church in
Ridgetown, Ontario, I have been invo
involved
lved in many positions in the local
church, the Ontario Fellowship and the Canadian Church. I became a
member of the OCYF way back when I was 15 years old and attended
Project in Understanding at the Disciples Campground. A few years after
John and I were married we became OCYF Adult Advisors along with Ed and
Marie Campbell.
I also remember in those early years taking minutes for the Canadian
Christian Women's Fellowship when Muriel Luton was president.
After many years of attending Women's Retreat, I be
became President of the OCWF for 2 terms. During my time as
president of the OCWF, I began attending the meetings of the International Christian Women's Fellowship in
the United States.
While I was a member of the ICWF, I was given the opportunity to represent
ent the Canadian women at a World
CWF meeting in Brighton, England and immediately after that meeting, had the pleasure of attending the World
Convention which was also in Brighton, England.
I was given the exciting opportunity to represent Christian Churc
Church
h women at Women's Inter Church Council for 8
years.
I held the office of OACC Secretary for many years.
I was a member of the planning committee and Registrar for an All Canada Convention in Ridgetown, Ontario.
When John and I lived in Guelph, I was hir
hired
ed as Secretary for the Executive Minster of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in Canada in the Arkell Road, Guelph office, a position I held for a year.
Locally, I have been the Congregational Secretary for our local church on and off for many years.
ye
I am honoured to be nominated to receive the George H. Stewart Distinguished Service Award. I look back on my
time spent in service the Christian Church with great fondness of the time spent with many wonderful people
across Canada.
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Joseph Driskill
Central (Ontario) Area
Joseph D. Driskill is a third generation Disciples clergyperson. He was
reared in Abe Lincoln country in central Illinois and did his
undergraduate work at the Disciples related school, Culver-Stockton
Culver
College. During his seminary years at Vanderbilt Divinity School he
served as pastor of Marion Christian Church in Kentucky. Upon
graduation in 1971 Joe became the pastor at Regina Avenue Christian
Church. During these years the church union discussions between the
Anglicans,
s, United and Disciples churches were in full swing and Joe
served on the Committee on Union and Joint Mission (CUJM) and later
the Disciples/United Union Negotiations. Flying to Toronto for quarterly
meetings of the CUJM he watched as the CN Tower was being
be built!
With his fear of heights, he never anticipated that in later years he would visit the top a number of times when
taking visitors there! In 1976 Joe completed an M.A. degree in Social Studies from the University of Regina.
In the late 70s Joe served
erved in various capacities on the All
All-Canada
Canada Committee, including, the Finance Committee,
the Ecumenical Concerns Commission and as a representative to the Faith and Order Commission of the
Canadian Council of Churches. In 1976 he became a board member o
off the College of Churches of Christ
(Disciples) where his first meeting of the College was its last gathering in the Simpson’s Tower. In 1976 Joe
became the United Church Chaplain to the University of Western Ontario where he served for 12 years. Over
those
ose years he was always delighted to connect with Disciples students attending Western.
In 1988 Joe and Leslie left London when he was accepted into the Ph.D. program at the Graduate Theological
Union in Berkeley, California. In 1993 he accepted the joint position of professor of Christian Spirituality at
Pacific School of Religion (PSR) and dean of the Disciples Seminary Foundation (DSF) Northern California office
where he served until retiring at the end of 2011.Joe served on the Disciples Training and Care
C
Committee (of
ministerial students) of Northern California throughout his 18 years with PSR and the DSF. During these years
Joe taught courses in Protestant and Contemplative Spirituality and the required course for Disciples students,
“The History and Polity of the Christian Church in the United States and Canada.” Joe’s publications include
books, chapters, and articles on Protestant Spirituality, ethics, pastoral care, Georgia Harkness, and white
identity formation. He also authored Spiritually
Spiritually-Informed Pastoral Careaa book in the Elders’ Series for the
Disciples Seminary Foundation. Joe served on the General Church’s Reconciliation Ministry Commission as a
member and then co-moderator
moderator prior to his retirement.
Joe is now Professor emeritus of Spirituality at Pacific School of Religion and Dean emeritus of the Disciples
Seminary Foundation, Berkeley. He served as President of the Society for the Study of Christian Spirituality in
2012. He and Leslie returned to London in 2013. He was pleased to rejoin the College Board in 2018 and to
become its Vice-President
President in 2020. Joe and Leslie feel blessed to be back home in Canada and have so
appreciated connecting with old as well as new friends and acquaintances. Although not old enough to
remember G. H. Stewart (1874-1947),
1947), Joe has worked with or knows many of the earlier recipients and is
honoured
red to be included in their company.
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Rick Myer
Central (Ontario) Area
Rick is a dynamic, energetic, and faithful servant of God and the church.
Quick to laugh and always with entertaining and informative stories in hand,
Rick has been a blessing to the Canadian church since arriving here in 1984.
He has a passion for the gospel and its message of justice for all, sharing his
talents not iin
n the church but in justice ministries as well. He served
se
as
minister at Giles Blvd. Christian Church in Windsor, Ontario from January 20,
1984 to September 1986. A highlight of his ministry there was organizing a
bicycle ride from Giles Blvd in Windsor to Hillcrest Christian Church in
Toronto where ten members of the Christian Youth Fellowship (CYF)
participated
participated.
Rick served as the Executive Director of STOP 103,, a Social Service Agency in Toronto, Ontario which was multifaith, advocacy and public witness. STOP 103 was the pilot project for pre
pre-natal
natal healthcare centres across
Ontario. While with STOP 103, he worked
orked in ccooperation with legal services and social assistance review
committees to aid countless vulnerable people
people. He organized and led deputationss to various levels of
government regards thee needs of marginalized persons and o
organized
rganized ongoing 24 hour homeless vigils at
Queen's Park. He also worked extensively with the Anglican Diocese of Toronto. In addition, he helped to
organize and get off the ground three not
not-for
for profit houses in Parkdale with funding provided by Ministry of
Housing.
Rick also pastured the Mapleton Church of Christ for many years and is proud that two members at Mapleton
when there are now in full time ministry. Rick retired from pastoral ministry in 2004.
Throughout his time in congregational and justice ministries, Rick also took up leadership positions across the
life of the church in Canada. He has served on the Ontario Assembly board, Committee on Ministry, and with
the Disciples Conference Grounds OCYF camping programs. In addition he has been an active member of the
Canadian Board of Directors (All Canada and Canadian Region) and served as its Moderator (and Past
Moderator).
Rick’s enthusiasm for Christ’s church is undeniable and his energy and love are a testament to the
transformative power of God’s love for all. A great preacher, teacher, advocate, and leader, we are grateful for
Rick’s gifts of presence, faithfulness, and devotion.
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Russell Prime
Maritime Area
Rev. Russell Prime, LLB, MDiv, MA, BSc Computer Science, grew up in
Tiverton, Digby County, Nova Scotia. His home church of Tiverton
Christian Church withdrew from the Disciples of Christ in 1972, but his
grandfather, Chester Outhouse, still maintained
d that he and his family
members were "Disciples of Christ", no matter what his church family
had decided. Russell was encouraged to attend Johnston Christian
Park, which he did beginning in the late ‘70s as a “small, freckled, redred
headed kid”.
Russell hass continued to be very actively involved with JCP, Nova
Scotia Christian Youth Fellowship (NSCYF) and youth work across Canada and internationally. Russell has been
the Regional Youth Co-ordinator
ordinator since 2006 and has focused his efforts on Youth Encounter and
a trying to
encourage and uphold the youth work of others at our two summer camping programs at JCP (Nova Scotia) and
the Disciples Conference Grounds (Ontario). Russell has been involved in eleven national Youth Encounter
events and has assisted at several
al General Church youth assemblies and events. He served as an adult sponsor
and member of the General Youth Council from 2001 to 2004 and assisted with and attended the youth program
of the World Convention of Churches of Christ in Calgary, Alberta, in 19
1996.
96. Camping, Russell realizes, is a
powerful way to connect and minister to children and youth. Russell is the current Past
Past-President
President of the
Camping Association of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island and received a National Award of Excellence from
the Canadian
nadian Camping Association in 2008.
He served on the Church of Christ Development Company board of directors from 2009 to 2018 affording him
the opportunity to become more familiar with our Western Fellowship churches.
Stone-Campbell history, especially in Atlantic Canada has been a passion of Russell’s and he strives to help
bridge the divides between the various streams of our Movement. One of his pet projects is to promote a
resurgence of the Maritime Bible and Literary College, an historic West Gore educational institution.
Ecumenism has been woven into the tapestry of Russell’s life and ministry. Besides serving as Area Minister for
the Maritimes Area (2007-2009),
2009), he has worked and volunteered with the following churches and ministries:
Milton, Summerville,
erville, West Gore, Anglican Parish of Blandford, Newport Baptist Church, New Minas United
Baptist Church's Fire Escape Ministry, United Campus Ministries of the University of Illinois at Chicago, Park
Avenue Christian Church in NYC,, Liverpool/Milton Commu
Community Fellowship in co-operation
operation with Milton
Christian/Trinity Anglican/ Zion United Churches, Digby United Baptist Church, and Bromley Road Baptist Church
near Ottawa. He was a member of the local arrangements committee and small group leader for Youth Track
Tra
'95, a national youth event held in conjunction with the last Triennial Assembly of the Canadian Baptist
Federation (now part of Canadian Baptist Ministries). He has also been an ecumenical observer for the Disciples
of Christ in the Maritime Area at thee conventions of both the Maritime Conference of the United Church of
Canada and the Canadian Baptists of Atlantic Canada. He also served as the Disciples' representative on the
Church Council for Justice and Corrections, Ottawa.
Russell is presently pastor
or at Milton Christian Church and Summerville Christian Church and in his spare time
enjoys fishing, cranberrying, short hikes, canoeing, and kayaking.
As noted by Bob Howell “Given
Given his age perhaps this award is being considered at least a decade too early. His
full resume by 2040 could be off the chart.”
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Hubert Reece
Central (Ontario) Area
Hubert Reece now reflects of his life’s journey after working for many years as
a procurement specialist for hospitals in the Toronto area. He credits his calm
and gentle personality to growing up within the confines of grandparents and
the loving support of parents and siblings in the lush tropical Guyanese
country side. The environment in his adolescent home life set the stage to
understand that respect and em
empathy
pathy for others were important assets for
character building and a Christian base living is essential for moral balance. He
later moved to the town of New Amsterdam to pursue further education.
After attaining a certain level of academic credentials he returned to the
countryside and joined the Primary school teaching staff. There he taught for
many years. Those experiences were endearing and influence a more compassionate attitude and some life
sustaining values. He later left to join the Ministry of Agriculture. At that time, the government of Guyana had
embarked on a new and innovative initiative with exponential potential to reach international markets with
their products. The position was appealing and he was happy to secure it.
In 1975, he migrated
ed to Canada with his wife and found transitioning into the Canadian society and starting a
new life was both interesting and challenging. His employment history started with a long term care hospital,
where he worked in the receiving, stores and steriliza
sterilization
tion areas. He was later transferred to the purchasing
department which propelled him to make procurement his career and proceeded to acquire the necessary
credentials via York University, Ryerson University and Centennial College.
At that time he was also in the quest of finding a home church when some friends with similar Caribbean culture
invited him to Hillcrest Christian Church. He was captured by the warm welcome which permeated a sense of
sincerity and a mission that reached out to people like hi
him,
m, new to the country and trying to make Canada their
home. The visits became frequent and on March 23, 1983 he pledged his membership to the church. From then
on he met and became familiar with some stalwarts of the Christian faith who encouraged and drafted
draf
him into
the full spectrum of service in the church, from Sunday school teacher, member of various committees including
chairing the Administrative Board and the Circle of elders.
As the years rolled by and his understanding of the church developed he was invited to serve on the All Canada
or Regional Board and subsequently co--chair
chair the Committee on Ministry. These additional activities brought
immense growth and development to his Christian life and encouraged him to explore further. He now
represents the Regional Board in a conversational group, sponsored by the Canadian Council of Churches, and
the United Nations named, ‘International Decade for People of African Descent’, focusing on bringing awareness
to their struggles all over the world.
He was recently
ecently nominated to serve on the General Board of the Christian Church Disciples of Christ in Canada
and the United States. His first meeting was last February, 2020 in Indianapolis, Indiana. He described this
experience as uplifting and inspiring and was grateful for the opportunity to meet and interact with a group of
people, strong in their faith and a passion to do Gods work.
After working for many years at three hospitals in the Toronto area, Hubert finally retired in 2015 from St.
Michael’s Hospital as a Senior Procurement Specialist. He now works with his local church and the other boards
and committees and still listens for God’s calling and direction to serve wherever He wills.
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Ed Stover
Western Area

university library. Life was very busy!

I have been married to my wife Duwan for 43 years now. Together we
have 4 grown children and 7 grandchildren ages (almost) 2 years to
(almost) 19 years! We are blessed that they all live nearby. I worked in
retail for many years, then was called to Bible College. I had 4 children at
the time! I assisted
sted in a church for over 3 ½ years, involved in many
ministries including Youth Leader, Worship leader, Choir Director,
Sunday School teacher, and whatever
hatever else needed to be done. I also
worked part-time
time at the college library while attending classes full-time.
full
After pastoring a missions church for a year I went to Seminary, while
also pastoring a 2-church
church rural charge and working part-time
part
in the

My involvement with the Disciples of Christ began on October 1, 2001 w
when
hen I drove across Canada from the
Maritimes to come to Edmonton to be the pastor at McKernan Christian Church.
As a solo pastor, I was involved in pretty much everything, including working with youth, helping with VBS, doing
street, shelter, and soup kitchen
chen ministry, working on ALPHA program with University Chaplains, University
outreach, leading Worship Band, organizing and giving oversight to meetings and programs, planning
picnics/block parties/etc., officiating at weddings and funerals, doing baptism
baptismss and parent/child dedications,
cleaning the church, cutting lawns, etc. We made many contacts through working with people in
neighbourhoods and schools, and some even came to church! I was involved in the neighbourhood Community
League as Historian from 2003-2019.
Our congregation recently sold our 2 properties (church and manse, 2019
2019-2020),
2020), and are now embarking on a
new journey. We don’t know exactly what it will look like but we will have a new location and name, and a
renewed/revitalized vision for doing
ing ministry in the absence of a church building. We have moved to a new
neighbourhood nearby and I have become involved in the Community League there, as a Director and as
Membership Committee Chair. We look forward to what God has planned for us!
I have been involved in many Area capacities including being Western
estern Christian Fellowship Treasurer, VicePresident, and President.. I have attended and participated in Men’s Retreats at Pine Lake Christian Camp with
some congregants, and had a Baptism ceremony in Pine Lake. I assisted Area Minister Stuart Fraser in
organizing/facilitating a number of Spring and Fall Conferences in different places throughout AB. I was a
speaker at one conference in Red Deer. I was fortunate to host a number of Pastors’ Gatherings at the church
over the years, often organizing and facilitating the meetings.
I have been involved in many different aspects of the Regional church over the years. I am a Regional Board
Member (both elected and as WCF president) from 2006 to 2018 and from 2019-present.
present. I led worship at 2
Assembly Sessions - 2004 in Winnipeg and 2010 in Toronto. I was Chair of the Interim Regional Minister Search
Committee in 2011, and a member of the Regional Minister Search Committee in 2016. I was pleased to hold the
position of Vice-Moderator from 2010-2012,
2012, and Moderator from 2012
2012-2014.
2014. I have been Chair of the Regional
Committee on Ministry, and currently am Co
Co-Chair
Chair of that committee. I have worked under 4 Regional Ministers,
as well as so many people who have used, an
and are using, their God-given
given talents for God’s Church.
Assemblies Attended: 2004 (Winnipeg), 2008 (Halifax), 2010 (Toronto), 2012 (Edmonton), 2014 (Ridgetown),
2016 (Milton NS), 2018 (Guelph), 2020 (Virtual Assembly)
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