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General Information & Welcome
Welcome to the first ever “virtual” Regional Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in
Canada!
Due to the Covid-19 global pandemic, we made the difficult decision to cancel our in-person Assembly
which was to be held in Winnipeg, Manitoba. We are so grateful for all of the preparation done by the
leadership team at Broadway Disciples United Church who were planning to be our hosts. Thank you
also to everyone who assisted with preparations for both the online College Lectures as well as the
Business Meeting & AGM. There were a lot of moving parts to make all of this happen and we are
grateful for the time and effort of everyone who had a hand in bringing us together in this novel way.
This docket has some notable changes from previous years. Some reports were not available at the
time of writing and so may not be included in this original version published to the church on August
30, 2020. However, once reports come in, they will be posted to our website
(www.canadadisciples.org) and emailed out to all registered attendees. They will be added to a new
document as part of an Addendum to this docket following the Business Meeting and AGM so that all
received reports are in one docket. This compilation will be posted to our website and the link emailed
out to all congregations and clergy following the AGM.
In addition, you will notice that we do not have the write ups included herein for our George H Stewart
award recipients. Thos who have agreed to accept the award are noted here, but a separate
celebration honouring their long service to Christ’s church will be held on October 4, 2020. Information
concerning this event will be sent to congregations and clergy at a later date. Prior to this event, the
biographies and photos of all of our recipients will be available on our website and we encourage
everyone to take some time to read them all and celebrate with us the great gifts of leadership they all
have blessed us with over the years.
Finally, we have not yet made a decision where or when the next Regional Assembly will be held. Your
Regional Board agreed that we would not postpone for one year, but would cancel this year and reconvene in 2022. It is still too early in the assembly cycle and in the development of the pandemic to
really know what the world will look like in two year’s time. So we would ask for your prayers and
patience as we navigate these uncertain times. As soon as we can see a way clear, we will be in touch
with a plan for future assemblies.
In the meantime, we encourage you to keep an eye out for announcements of the new and innovative
ways that your Regional Minister and Board are working to not only strengthen local ministries like
yours, but imagining new ways of being together in this work to which we are all called. We encourage
you as well to try to get involved in as many opportunities as you can so that we can lift up one
another, share resources, and continue to build Christ’s church here in Canada and abroad. We look
forward to “seeing” you soon!
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Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada
Église Chrétienne (Disciples Du Christ) Au Canada
Regional Profile
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada has a structure that views
Canada as one of its 31 regions. However, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada (CCIC) is
also a national church and is recognized as such by the World Council of Churches, the Canadian
Council of Churches and other bodies. In 2017 we adopted the following vision & mission to guide our
work of undergirding and supporting the ministry of our congregations:
Our Vision: “Bringing people together in God’s love, to build relationships, explore faith, and
transform lives and the world.”
Our Mission: “With God’s help, we boldly proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ through faithfully
caring for our congregations and leaders, and providing transformative opportunities for witness,
worship, learning, Christian unity and service as we live God’s love in the world.”
Three Area Ministries, with a total of 14 well-established congregations and seven new churches, make
up the CCIC. The Maritime Area has congregations in Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island; the Central
Area has congregations in Ontario and Quebec; and the Western Fellowship has congregations in
Alberta and Manitoba. There is a diversity of cultures and history that shapes the identities of each
Area.
THE MARITIME AREA comprises the oldest settlements in the country and some of the earliest
congregations of the Restoration Movement in Canada. The churches in West Gore and Milton,
founded in 1837 and 1840 respectively, may be the oldest still-functioning Disciple congregations in
Canada. The Maritime Area has 5 congregations: Milton, a semi-rural church; Summerville, a rural
church with a cottage-dweller influx each summer; West Gore, a rural church within an hour of Halifax;
Wyndholme, an urban church in transition; and All Peoples Church in Charlottetown, PEI, a church
focusing on the spiritual needs of the elderly and others on the fringes of society. The sixth, and
perhaps most dynamic ministry in the Area, is the youth camping program at Johnston Christian Park.
Roughly 200 campers and 50 volunteer staff are involved in the Christian camping program, where
leadership and Christian witness are encouraged and mentored. The strength of the church in the
Maritimes lies in God’s gifts to its people. Volunteering and giving back to the community are strong
traditions in the Area. We contribute significantly to mission work in Haiti and the Dominican Republic.
THE CENTRAL AREA includes both the provinces of Ontario and Québec: with four (Francophone)
congregation in Québec -- two Haitian (Église Chrétienne de la Pentécôte Missionnaire des Prières
(Disciples du Christ) and Église Évangélique Mahanaïm De La Rive Nord), one Congolese (Église Parole
de Vie/Word of Life Church), and one Hispanic (Somos Uno Christian Church (Disciples of Christ); and
six congregations in Ontario. The official name of the incorporated provincial body is The Ontario
Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) referred to as the OACC. At present there are six
participating congregations in the OACC, ranging in age from 167 years to a recent church plant: urban
intercultural Hillcrest (Toronto); Winger (Wainfleet), a church with a rural feel, close to the
campgrounds; Mapleton (near Aylmer), a truly rural congregation, draws people from the immediate
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area and surrounding cities; St Thomas at just 30 years old, the result of merging two existing
congregations; Sugarbush Christian Church, an open and affirming new congregation based in Guelph
which was founded in 2011; and Paradox Collective, an open and affirming, innovative ministry based
in Ottawa founded in 2019. The sole asset owned by the OACC is the Disciples Conference Grounds
near Dunnville, Ontario, a beautiful property on the north shore of Lake Erie. This is a venue for the
OACC children and youth camp program, special events such as Adult Retreat Weekend, Fellowship
Sunday, and as an income producing asset through rentals.
Within the WESTERN CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, the churches in Alberta consist of three well
established congregations plus two in formation. Westlock Community Church of Christ is a small
congregation who enjoy a rich, caring fellowship. Campbell Stone United Church in Calgary is a union
congregation of the Disciples and the United Church of Canada. This congregation recently launched a
new plant/innovative ministry, Brush With the Spirit, that focuses on the relationship of art, food, and
spirituality. McKernan Christian Church continues to be our lone Disciples voice in Edmonton. Q (1 and
2) is an innovative, open and affirming congregation in formation that focuses on theological and
relational discussions with persons who are searching using a 12-step model. Broadway Disciples
United Church in Winnipeg is the only congregation in Manitoba and is a blend of Disciples of Christ
and United Church of Canada. They most recently called a pastor from the United Church in the
Philippines, as an action towards living into the new Full Communion agreement the United Church of
Canada shares with the United Church of Christ.
In addition to our three Areas, we are excited to have three chaplains serving in Ontario, and three
mission co-workers active in the field (two in Morocco and one in Jamaica). We continue to be active
participants with our ecumenical partners, the Canadian Council of Churches (of which we are founding
members), and have representatives on each of the commissions and committees of the Council.
The Canadian Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) operates with a full-time Regional
Minister, and an elected board of representatives from across the country. We strive to have balanced
representation across the intercultural lived reality of our congregations, to ensure that all voices have
opportunity to be heard. Within the Board, standing committees assist the Regional Minister with the
day-to-day decision making and visioning of the Region, and ensure that our support of congregational
ministry is readily available and accessible.
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Regional Assembly Business Agenda
Saturday, September 12, 2020 1:00 EST (online)
Roll Call
Housekeeping
(20-01) Agenda Additions, Amendments, Adoption
(20-02) Appointment of Business Committee
(20-03) Minutes of Previous Regional Assembly Business Meeting (2018)

(20-04) Receiving the Reports of the Christian Church (DoC) in Canada
Minutes of the Previous Regional Assembly Business Meeting
Moderator’s Report
Vice Moderator’s Report
Regional Minister’s Report
Nominating Committee Report
Committee on Ministry Report
Western Christian Fellowship Report
Central Area Report
Maritime Area Report
Youth & Young Adult Ministries
The Ministry Assistance Fund

Business Item 20-03
Business Item 20-04A
Business Item 20-04B
Business Item 20-04C
Business Item 20-04D
Business Item 20-04E
Business Item 20-04F
Business Item 20-04G
Business Item 20-04H
Business Item 20-04I
Business Item 20-04J

9
13
14
15
19
21
23
27
29
31
32

Celebration of and Affirmation of Call to Support “New Church”

Business Item 20-04K

34

Resolution to transfer the Ministry Assistance Fund (MAF)

33

(20-05) Receiving Reports from Related Organizations
College of Churches of Christ in Canada Business Item 20-05A ............ Error! Bookmark not defined.
Report of the Pension Fund in Canada Business Item 20-05B .............. Error! Bookmark not defined.
Election of the Pension Fund Trustees Business Item 20-06 ................. Error! Bookmark not defined.
Alberta Bible College Business Item 20-05C .......................................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
Disciples Women Leadership Council Report Business Item 20-05D ................................................. 43
Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada Report Business Item 20-05E ......................................... 45
Council on Justice and Corrections Business Item 20-05F .................................................................. 46
Protestant Campus Ministry at McGill University Business Item 20-05G .......................................... 48
Canadian Council of Churches Business Item 20-05H ........................................................................ 49
Church of Christ Development Company Business Item 20-05I ......................................................... 51
Adjourn
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2020 Annual General Meeting
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada,
Incorporated
Saturday, September 12, 2020 3PM EST (online)
Agenda:
Roll Call – Members and Proxies CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) IN CANADA
(AGM 20-01) Approval of the Minutes of the 2019 Meeting AGM 20-01 .................................. 52
(AGM 20-02) Ratification of the Board Actions AGM 20-02 ....................................................... 55
(AGM 20-03) Financial Statement AGM 20-03 ......................................................................... 112
(AGM 20-04) Auditor’s Review and Financial Reviewer’s Report AGM 20-04 .......................... 112
(AGM 20-06) Election of Officers (Business Item 20-04D)........................................................... 20
(AGM 20-07) Election of Nominating Committee (Business Item 20-04D) ................................. 20
Adjournment
Dinner break at Milton Christian Church, post-Assembly 2018
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Business Items
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Minutes of the Previous Regional Assembly Business Meeting
Item 20-03

Business

Minutes of Business Meeting
All-Canada Convention/Regional Assembly, August 3, 2018
Welcome
Debbie Weatherhead opened the meeting with a Roll Call.
Roll Call
The Congregations were represented as follows:
All People Christian Church
No representation
Broadway Disciples United Church
Noel Suministrado (Clergy)
Veronica Suministrado
Flora Marcelino
Brush With the Spirit
No Representation
Campbell Stone United Church
No Representation
Chalice Christian Church
No Representation
Evangelical Church Mahanaim North Shore
Jon Daniel Francois (Clergy)
Christian Church of the Pentecost Missionary Prayer (Disciples of Christ)
No Representation
Hillcrest Christian Church
Ann Stainton (Clergy)
Joe Ong
Dory Ong
Ben Kidd
Mapleton Church of Christ
Janet Anstead (Clergy)
Shirley Faulds
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Paul Faulds
McKernan Christian Church
Ed Stover (Clergy)
Milton Christian Church
Janet Fountain
Peter Fountain
Charles Eaton
Word of Life
No Representation
Q Faith Community
No Representation
St Thomas Christian Church
No Representation
Sugarbush Christian Church
Awit Marcelino (Clergy)
Iris Lambert
Ken Cameron
Summerville Christian Church
No Representation
West Gore Disciple Church
Deborah Weatherhead
Winger Church of Christ (Disciples)
Kevin MacDonald (Clergy)
Brenda Anger
Grant Anger
Wyndholme Christian Church
Neil Bergman (Clergy)
Darlene Brewer
Other Clergy Present:
Jane Pekar
Ron Dakin

Joe Prescott
Frey

Rachel

Stan Helton
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Approval of the Agenda
Rachel Frey moved acceptance of the Agenda, Jane Pekar seconded the motion. Carried
Appointment of Business Committee
The Constitution states that the Moderator (Debbie Weatherhead) and three other Board
Members are on the Committee. Board Members Ed Stover, Peter Fountain and Janet Anstead
agreed. Also agreeing to serve were Ann Stainton, Joe Ong, April Burrows and Ray Cuthbert. Awit
Marcelino moved that the above noted 8 individuals constitute the Business Committee. Ed Stover
Seconded the Motion. Carried.
Approval of Minutes of Previous Convention (August 2016)
Brenda Anger moved that the Minutes be accepted as presented in the docket. Darlene Brewer
seconded the motion. Carried.
Receiving of Reports from Regional Ministries
All the following reports were noted in the docket with supplemental information provided by the
appropriate individual:
The Regional Minister’s Report. Jennifer Garbin invited John Young, a guest from the United
Church of Canada to speak to the recent decision by the UCC to enter into full communion with the
Disciples of Christ in the US and Canada. The same motion will be presented at the general
Assembly in 2019.
The Vice Moderator’s Report. Ann Stainton thanked Kaeli and Debbie for their assistance in the
transition.
The Nominating Committee Report was received as it was presented in the docket. The blanks
were noted and some discussion was had about people filling those positions when the report
goes to the AGM.
Regional Minister Committee on Ministry Report. Ed Stover Thanked Regional Minister Jennifer
Garbin for her assistance with the committee.
Western Area Report by Rachel Frey
Central Area Report by Brenda Anger
Report on Quebec Churches. Regional Minister Jennifer Garbin mentioned that we have Jean
Daniel François Pastor of one of the Haiti Churches in Laval. Jean Daniel shared some thoughts.
Jean Daniel Francois is set up for a Music School any instruments would be greatly appreciated.
Maritime Area Report presented by Shirley Fancis. The Maritime Region has hired Rev. Dr.
Marjorie Lewis to evaluate the churches and the camping program to help with strategic planning.
Youth and Adult Ministries Report supported by Russell Prime
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Encounter Report provided by Drew Gillett.
Ben Kidd moved that the Regional Reports be received. Noel Suministrado seconded. Carried
Receiving of Reports from Affiliated Ministries.
College of Churches of Christ in Canada – submitted by Robert Steffer
Pension Plan Report – A motion to reaffirm the Plan Restatement was submitted by the Pension
Fund – Carried
Canadian Representative to General Board – no report as Roy has just taken on the position so will
have first General Board Meeting pending.
Canadian Council of Churches –submitted by Regional Minister Jennifer Garbin. Ann Stainton also
encouraged all churches to use the Prayer Service for the Christian Unity.
Christian Church Development Company – Report in Docket Neil expressed gratitude for the Fund
but has concerns about the fact that the Fund has reached out to 3 new small and conservative
denominations. It was also noted that the CCDC has been matching grants to DOC camps in
Ontario and Nova Scotia
Iris Lambert moved that these reports be received. Motion seconded by Doug Avram. Carried.
Hosts for 2020 All Canada Convention
Noel Suministrado extended an offer on behalf of Broadway United Church to be the venue for
2020 All Canada Assembly.
Doug Avram made a motion to accept the offer. Neil Bergman seconded the motion. Carried
Courtesy Motion
Courtesy Motion (printed in docket) read by Deborah Weatherhead. Awit Marcelino added thanks
on behalf of Sugarbush Christian Church, hosts of this convention, to the entire Disciples Family.
Open Mic Session
Because the meeting finished ahead of schedule there was an open mic opportunity. Jane asked
the difference between internships versus the traditional student experience. The internship is a
funding tool and work experience that is sponsored by the College of Churches.
It was decided that after sharing information about the Music School at the Evangelical Church
Mahanaim North Shore the Region would accept special donations to help finance that school for
the immediate need. Ongoing support will be a matter determined by the Board. No motion
needed.
Adjourned by motion 12:12
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Moderator’s Report

Business Item 20-04A

In August 2019, Our Regional Minister led a retreat very successful and productive retreat for the
Board of Directors at the Disciples Conference Ground in Ontario. The theme was “What is the Role of
the Church in the Future.” Little did we know at that time that a global pandemic would force us be
more creative in looking at the role of the church now and in the future.
We welcomed our Administrative Assistant for the Regional Minister, Noli Alfonso on September 5.
Noli has been a tremendous asset to the Regional Minister and the Board of Directors.
On October 6, 2019, the official signing of the Full Communion document with the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada and the United Church of Canada took place at
Broadway Disciples United Church in Winnipeg, a Disciples United Church congregation. Rev. Noel
Suministrado, minister of Broadway and Rev. Dr. Jennifer Garbin, Regional Minister, had significant
roles in the worship service. Rev. Danah Cox, minister for the Campbell Stone United Church in Calgary
also took part. On behalf of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada, the Moderator signed
the document.
The Regional Minister, Rev. Dr. Jennifer Garbin was on a three-month sabbatical from January 1, 2020
to March 31. My personal gratitude to Rev. Neil Bergman, Rev. Rick Myer, and Rev. Ed Stover who
agreed to be temporary Area Ministers in their area to deal with pastoral issues during that time. Also,
my appreciation to Noli Alfonso, Administrative Assistant, who was a tremendous help in the day-today activities. Thank you to the members of the Executive and Board of Directors for their continued
support, encouragement, and wisdom throughout this past year and especially during the Regional
Minister’s sabbatical. Thank you to everyone who made this time proceed smoothly.
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Board of Directors made the difficult decision to cancel the 2020
Regional Assembly until 2022. It will still be held in Winnipeg, Manitoba with the Vice Moderator, Roy
Dungca as Chairperson of the Planning Committee. According to government regulations there must
be an Annual General Meeting. This year it will be a virtual meeting. The docket will be emailed to
churches.
Despite the restrictions of the pandemic, there have been some advantages. We are forced to live a
“new” normal and creativity is emerging. Rev. Garbin arranged for a fantastic opportunity to meet
with the Canadian mission co-workers in Jamaica and Morocco online. Jen has set up online meetings
for ministers to discuss concerns and share blessings. Virtual meetings may not be as satisfying as
face-to-face meetings. However, many new opportunities are emerging using online resources.
Many special meetings were held to address the issue of being an anti-racism and pro-reconciling
church in Canada. The region circulated a document to all the churches for a “Call to Action.” The
Board continues to discuss ways to deal with this issue.
May God continue to bless and guide us as we move forward to build God’s kingdom here on earth.
Blessings, Ann Stainton, Moderator

CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) IN CANADA / ÉGLISE CHRÉTIENNE (DISCIPLES DU CHRIST) AU CANADA
2020 Business Meeting and AGM Docket – REVISED/REISSUED OCTOBER 1, 2020

13

Vice Moderator’s Report

Business Item 20-04B

Report not available at time of printing.

Emmanuela and Fritz Gerald Joseph,
Mission Coworkers in Morocco

Rachel Pellett,
Mission Coworker in Jamaica

Fellowship Sunday, Disciples Conference Grounds, 2019
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Regional Minister’s Report

Business Item 20-04C

Dear Friends in Christ,
Words don’t often fail me. But I will admit that I have struggled in the writing of this report. How do
you talk about the life changing events that have shaken our world and our lives over the past two
years, in two pages or less? How does one even begin to unpack the seismic shift that has taken place
in how we live our lives?
I am not going to try to unpack all of this. But I do want to make some observations…and one point for
us together to consider.
Over the past seven months, we have watched the world change. While a virus may have precipitated
the change, there were thousands of little actions – political, environmental, societal, and
technological – that led to this unique point in our shared history. For years now, we have been swept
along in a torrent of change, ranging from how we communicate to how we get our news, how we
travel, meet, worship, and work. We are wired into the web of the world and tethered to information
streams and computer screens. We have been conditioned to see progress and success as the only
things that matter. We are overwhelmed by the raging injustice of systems that were designed to
favour a few while subjugating many. We work far too much and enjoy life far too little. We knew, a
year ago, maybe five or more, that things needed to change. We just didn’t know how we were going
to do it. Being so busy maintaining the status quo and “the way things have always been done,” kept us
distracted from God’s still small voice crying out to the church.
Then Covid happened.
At first we panicked and scrambled to keep up our public practices together, at the risk of burning out
our pastors and lay leaders. But then we began to relax a bit and remember that Christ’s church is not
buildings and programs. We let go of the fear of failure and loss, and embraced the spirit of generosity,
grace, and relationship. We shifted our focus away from the “things that pass away” and towards
“things eternal.” We started to think more about mission, service, who needed care and compassion,
what other groups might need what we now had an abundance of. We started to have fun again,
thinking “out of the box” and with a considerable amount of creativity and resilience.
All of a sudden, we had time. We had time to think, to pray, meditate, share, converse… breathe. As
we began to settle in and breathe, we started to use the unique gifts we all have, more intentionally.
But this time, we didn’t just use them for our own congregation’s benefit…we started to talk about
how we could share them across the country and around the world.
It’s been an amazing experience to watch this unfold, to hear your stories of the new things you are
doing, and how you are living out the love of Jesus Christ in new (and old!) ways. I love the fearlessness
of this church! I know that this has been so very difficult for everyone. We have had to let go of some
things that we held dear. But I would argue that in the letting go, we now have capacity to embrace the
what and where of God’s call to the church, to each of us as children of God. We now know, without a
doubt, that Christ’s church is us. That the Spirit of grace, love, peace, generosity, justice, wholeness,
and compassion is fully within us…and works through us, individually and in our communities,
regardless of where we are. Without a doubt we know that there is nothing that can stop our worship,
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prayers, service, and witness in the world. We know now that grace is real and the love that called us in
the first place, still calls us today to be love in the world.
Friends, I believe God’s challenge and call to Christ’s church is to continue to dig deep into who we are
as the Church and as children of God. I believe God is continually calling us to evaluate what needs to
go so that we can embrace our purpose and be the light and love that is so needed in our world. I
believe that this time of physical distancing and shut downs is a time for profound reflection and a reorienting, perhaps, of not only the way we do things, but the way we ARE in the world.
For me, the shadow seems darkest around issues of vulnerability, loneliness, isolation, food security,
and racial justice. For others, the shadow may seem to cloak the environment, or the elderly, or youth
and children, or domestic abuse. For still others, the shadow may hover over refugees, war-torn areas,
those with mental illnesses, or addictions. Wherever you may see the shadow, I believe God is calling
us to respond. I believe God is calling us to BE LIGHT where there is shadow. Maybe this time we are in
now is the perfect time to think on these things and make some positive changes towards God’s vision
of wholeness.
No matter what the future may hold, we know that it is in God’s hand. We know also that we are called
to be God’s active presence in the world, using the gifts that we have been so graciously given. We
know that we do not go out empty handed, nor alone, for God is with us.
Friends, I look forward to whatever is ahead. I believe that we, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
in Canada are in the perfect position to be that “movement for wholeness” that we claim to be. We are
small and can travel light! We are resilient, courageous, and faithful! Yes we are spread across a great
country, but we have proven, even over these past few months, that geography means very little when
the Spirit is at work!
Please continue to pray for one another. Please continue to pray for those who are starting new works,
are mission co-workers in the field, are pastors and lay leaders, and those who are working with the
Regional office to support the Canadian church. Please know that you are in my prayers and those of
the Regional Board. May God’s love continue to shine on you and through you.
Peace be with you, Jen
(July 20, 2020, Windsor, Ontario)
Respectfully submitted, Rev Dr Jennifer Garbin, Regional Minister (Canada)

Highlights in the Canadian Region since August 2018
The Regional Office and the Regional Minister exist as extensions of the ministry of the local
congregation. We are here to support, equip, and undergird the vital work of congregations as they
minister in myriad contexts across this country. The past two years have been challenging but also full
of potential and promise, as God has been faithful and heard our prayers for leaders, innovations, and
opportunities to work more closely with one another inside and outside of our congregations. We are
truly blessed by the ministry we have been able to share with you over the past two years. We
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continue to pray that we will all find ways to be Christ’s church together more intentionally, sharing
our varied resources, recognizing the gifts and abundance we have, and sharing the good news of Jesus
Christ here in Canada and around the world.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Paradox Collective, a new congregation in Ottawa, Ontario, began its visible ministry. Pastored by
Andrew and Missy Hill, this innovative new community is a welcome addition to the Ontario Area.
Rachel Pellett, Sugarbush Christian Church (Guelph, Ontario), began a three year mission coworker position with the Pringle Home for Girls in Jamaica with Global Ministries.
Fritz Gerald and Emmanuelle Joseph (Église Pentecôte Missionnaires des Prières(Disciples Du
Christ) extended their time for two more years in Morocco as mission co-workers with Global
Ministries.
We celebrated the ordinations of Dr Darlene Brewer (Wyndholme, Dartmouth, NS) and Benjamin
Kidd (Hillcrest, Toronto, ON).
We commissioned Giuliana Rodriguez Paucar and Juan Carlos Rodriguez as pastors of Somos Uno
(Montreal, PQ) and Andrew Hill as pastor of Paradox Collective (Ottawa, ON).
Noli Alfonso joined us in 2019 as administrative assistant to the Regional Minister. We are grateful
for Noli’s support in the Regional Office.
The Canadian Region hosted the College of Regional Ministers’ Fall meeting in Toronto, Ontario in
October 2019. This was the first time the College has ever met in Canada (at least as far as we
know!).
Our Regional Minister, Jennifer Garbin, took a three month sabbatical at the beginning of 2020.
She and the rest of Region are so thankful for the strong leadership of Moderator, Ann Stainton,
and the rest of the Board during her absence.
A new online ministry, Roots & Wings, was begun by Terry Tribe, Janet Anstead, and Awit
Marcelino, focussed both on uplifting women’s ministries as well as providing a space for
Christians across Canada to share their stories of faith.
For the first time in many decades, we had to cancel our biennial Regional Assembly due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. We are so grateful for the hard work of Broadway Disciples United Church
who had worked so hard to get ready to host us in August 2020.
A groundbreaking and history making covenant was made between the United Church of Canada
and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada in the Fall of 2019.
The Full Communion Agreement between our two denominations celebrates our rich heritages
here in North America and provides a unique advancement in ecumenism…that two
denominations will work more closely together, respecting each other’s gifts, history, & structures,
regardless of an international border! We celebrate the hard work of the planning team who
worked for three years to bring this visible sign of Christ’s one-ness in the church to fruition.
Our two camping programs (Johnston Christian Park, NS and Disciples Conference Grounds, ON)
ministered to hundreds of children and youth in 2019. Unfortunately our programs had to be
cancelled in 2020 because of Covid-19. We are grateful to all of the staff and supporting
committees who care for our campgrounds and oversee programs.
We continued to be active participants in the Canadian Council of Churches as well as its various
committees and working groups.
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•

•

•

•

•

We are grateful to Hubert Reece (Hillcrest, Toronto, ON) and Roy Dungca (BDUC, Winnipeg, MB)
who are serving on the General Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United
States and Canada. Our Regional Minister, Jennifer Garbin, serves as the College of Regional
Minsters’ representative to the Administrative Committee of the General Board.
We partnered with the College of Churches of Christ in Canada to offer a special grant to
graduating high school students who are planning to attend post-secondary education this year.
This one-time grant recognizes the importance of Christian leadership in the world as well as the
financial hardship that many of our students may be facing because of the pandemic.
We took seriously the call to live into being an anti-racist, pro-reconciling church, and have been
taking steps to ensure that our documents, systems, and processes reflect this. In addition, we
held bi-weekly meetings to discuss how we might respond to the racial injustice in Canada and the
call to stand with Black, Indigenous, and People of Colour. The Region continues to work on
programs and opportunities to educate our people as well as take part in efforts by the Christian
Church in the United States and Canada. We recognize that this is a life-long calling and we are
committed to ending racial injustice here in Canada and around the world.
The Regional Board passed a motion to set up a special grant for congregations who may be
experiencing financial hardship due to Covid-19. Details will be forthcoming to congregations as
soon as they are finalized. Deep gratitude to the congregation of Milton Christian Church (Milton,
NS) who gifted $10,000 to the Region for the purposes of emergency relief for congregations.
The Regional Board is working on a Lay Leader Certificate program to provide foundational
education for lay leaders to help support the ministry of local congregations. This program
recognizes both that we have a substantial number of qualified teachers in our midst, and how
increasingly difficult it is for congregations to find full-time pastors. It is our hope that this program
will further equip our laity not only with knowledge, but with confidence, to support the ministry
of their local congregations.
Ordination of Darlene Brewer, Wyndholme Christian Church, 2019
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Nominating Committee Report

Business Item 20-04D

At the 2020 Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Regional Assembly (held virtually with Chair of
the meeting located in Toronto, Ontario), the following nominees have agreed to let their name stand
for election as Members of the Board of Directors for 1 year. If elected, after 1 year, members can
continue to serve for 4 years and can also be re-elected for another 4 years.
The Treasurer and Secretary may serve more than two 4-year terms. The Vice-Moderator, Moderator,
and Past Moderator may serve 2 years at each position.
= vacant position to be filled

ELECTED BOARD MEMBERS
NOMINEE
Debbie Weatherhead
(West Gore)
Shirley Francis
(Milton)
Carolyn Vaughan
(Wyndholme)
Ann Stainton
(Hillcrest)
Hubert Reece
(Hillcrest)
Janet Anstead
(Mapleton)
Roy Dungca
(Broadway)
Danah Cox
(Brush With the Spirit)

POSITION
Maritime Area Rep 1
& Secretary
Maritime Area Rep 2

TERM 1
2018-2020

TERM 2
2020-2024

Maritime Area Rep 3

2020-2024

Central Area Rep 1
& Moderator
Central Area Rep 2

2018-2022
2016-2020

2020-2024

Central Area Rep 3 & CoTreasurer
Western Area Rep 1
& Vice Moderator
Western Area Rep 2

2019-2020

2020-2024

2018-2020

2020-2024

2018-2019

2020-2024

Western Area Rep 3

2020-2024

2020-2022

APPOINTED (NON-ELECTED) BOARD MEMBERS
The following people are not elected by the Convention. They are appointed or elected by the bodies
that they represent. They are ex-officio members of the Board with Vote.
NAME
Jennifer Garbin (Sugarbush)
Mary Dahr (Summerville)
Carrie Shea (Mapleton)
Ed Stover (McKernan)
Russell Prime
(Milton &Summerville)

POSITION
Regional Minister
Maritime Area President
Ontario Assembly President
Western Christian Fellowship President
Youth and Young Adult Coordinator
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May God bless all those who faithfully serve our church in ordinary and extraordinary ways!

Board Composition:

We track the following demographics in an effort to ensure diversity and representation from across
our country. This section will be filled out once the roster has been voted on and accepted, and Board
members have had a chance to self-identify in each of the categories below:
•
•
•
•

Gender: ______ non-binary people (NB), _____ women (W), _____ men (M),
____ Prefer not to answer
Ethnicity: ___ African Descent, ___ Asian/Pacific Asian, ____ Caribbean Descent, ____ European
Descent, ____ Haitian, ____ Indigenous persons, ____ Latinx, and Other: _________________.
____ Prefer not to answer
Age: _______ young adults– 18-35 (YA), ______ adults– 36-50, _____ adults–51+ (A). ____
Prefer not to answer
_____Anglophone _____Francophone

1) Leadership: 8 lay people (L), 6 clergy (C)
2) Location: 3 from the West (WE), 6 from the Central Area (CE) (6 from Ontario, 0 from Quebec),
5 from the Maritimes (MAR)
Respectfully submitted by
Ann Stainton (Chair) & Jennifer Garbin (Regional Minister)
on behalf of the Nominating Committee (Regional Board Executive)

CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) IN CANADA / ÉGLISE CHRÉTIENNE (DISCIPLES DU CHRIST) AU CANADA
2020 Business Meeting and AGM Docket – REVISED/REISSUED OCTOBER 1, 2020

20

Committee on Ministry Report

Business Item 20-04E

The Committee on Ministry is currently comprised of one representative from each of the three Areas,
the Regional Minister, and the Regional Moderator. Although we have capacity for more
representation, it is difficult to find people willing to serve in this capacity. We are grateful for the
faithful service and ongoing support of the current Committee members.
Over the past biennium, the CoM recognized the need for a more organized process for evaluating
ministerial candidates and in early 2019 the task of updating the Policy and Procedures for Ordination
and Standing began. The Guidelines from the Theological Foundations and Policies and Criteria for the
Ordering of Ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) was reviewed with an eye to providing
a more comprehensive understanding of the candidate’s journey and progress. We solicited assistance
from other Regions in order to create an evaluation tool to be used by Care Teams, congregational
leaders, and the candidate, to reflect on and document readiness for ordination. We also began the
regular implementation of Care Teams for each candidate in the process. These Teams provide
opportunity for more in-depth, regular discussion and reflection on challenges, concerns, and areas of
growth that the candidate may be experiencing. Each team is comprised of local, Area, and Regional
representatives and has as its purpose the care and support of the candidate through the final stages
of their candidacy. Subsequently, by using both the evaluation tool and the Care Team, Rev. Dr.
Darlene Brewer was recommended for ordination in May 2019 and Rev. Ben Kidd in June 2019.
One of the Committee’s year end functions is to have the ministerial standings updated. This could be
a tedious little task since some reluctance is usually experienced from clergy in promptly submitting
their information. Thanks to our Regional Minister and our Administrative Assistance for the Region for
creating a simpler and easier process for this purpose. After a few reminders the overall compliance
rate was satisfactory at about 95%. Compliancy with Boundary Training and Anti-Oppression training
was also satisfactory with the majority of our clergy showing enthusiastic support for this new
requirement. We do face the challenge of enforcing the Policy around these educational opportunities,
but feel that with some coaching, time, and the movement of the Spirit, all of our clergy will come to
understand this critical piece of their ministerial preparation.
Our current Ministerial Candidate Awit Marcelino was looking forward to be ordained during the spring
of this year, 2020. Unfortunately, the process had to be put on hold due to the many COVID 19
interruptions. She has been pastoring at Sugarbush Christian Church for the last 3 years, and has done
an excellent job with the folks there.
Over the past two years we have commissioned new church planters Juan Carlos and Giuliana Paucar
Rodriguez as pastors in a new work in Montreal, Quebec (Somos Uno). We also co-commissioned (with
Global Ministries) Rachel Pellett who is a mission co-worker in Jamaica with the Pringle Home for Girls.
Andrew Hill and his wife, Missy, are the pastors at the Region’s newest church plant, Paradox Collective
Church in Ottawa. They moved to Ottawa from the United States to follow their dream of planting an
innovative congregation. They have 3 children. The CoM commissioned Andrew for the work he is
doing with Paradox, and he hopes to have his ordination fully transferred within the next year. Missy is
preparing to enter a related ministry call…more on that as it develops! We are looking forward to
continuing to support their ministry in Ottawa and hope you will celebrate and support them as well.
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With growing interest from other potential candidates with different denominational background, the
need to further update the Policy became more apparent. The Committee on Ministry is currently
working on making the necessary changes to identify prerequisites for non Disciples from the outset of
their application. This will make the process more inclusive and accommodating and will address these
type of situations more efficiently. We also hope to refine the Policy before the end of 2020 so that
future iterations of this Committee, the Region itself, and future candidates will have a clearer, more
concise, and well rounded experience of the Ministry streams we offer.
Please continue to keep the work of the Committee in your prayers. We are hard at work to ensure
that new generations of leaders are fully equipped to meet the challenges of ministry today in an
always changing, always demanding context. Your prayers for the leaders that God raises up among us
are critical and appreciated.
Sincerely, Hubert Reece, Co-Chair
Committee Members: Rev Ed Stover (Co-Chair), Rev Neil Bergman, Rev Dr Jennifer Garbin, Rev Ann
Stainton
Ordination of Ben Kidd, 2019
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Western Christian Fellowship Report

Business Item 20-04F

The Western Christian Fellowship is comprised of six congregations – five in Alberta and one in
Manitoba. Two of the Alberta congregations, Q Faith Community and Brush With The Spirit, are new
church plants/ministries begun within the past ten years. In addition, Alberta Bible College, located in
Calgary, Alberta, has been a Stone Campbell institution since 1932, educating all three streams of the
Stone Campbell movement.
The WCF faces significant challenges due to the vast geographic expanse of its “Area” boundaries.
However, it remains a faithful, inspiring, and innovative part of Christ’s church and despite the
challenges of being church today, the WCF is an integral and vital voice and presence in Canada.
The following are some highlights from each of our congregations in the Western Christian Fellowship.
McKernan Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) (Edmonton)
The past couple of years have been very different for McKernan Christian Church. We made the
difficult decision to sell our two properties (church and manse) because of age of buildings, repairs
needed, etc. The sale process went on much longer than expected but the properties were finally
turned over to the buyers the end of May 2020.
Because of Covid-19, we aren't meeting in person so this has made finding a place to meet, how we are
going to do church, etc. a bit easier. We are doing an online message/Sunday Service which is being
sent to congregants, as many do not have Facebook or access to other live programs. Pastor Ed is
reaching out to congregants through email, message, texts, phone calls, and Zoom meetings. We will
be having a "Together While Apart" physically-distanced event in a local park next week, and hope to
do this a few times before the weather turns colder. We are planning on some safe "Reaching Out"
opportunities as we have done in the past. It's been a very different time, and with the sale, even more
different for our congregation, but we are still continuing to be reaching out as we are able during this
different time in history. Respectfully submitted, Ed Stover
Westlock Community Church of Christ (Westlock)
Westlock continues to be a vibrant and healthy community north of Edmonton, Alberta. This year
Westlock moved locations and had hoped to possibly find a permanent home. Music, good food, and
fantastic fellowship are the hallmarks of this congregation. With no permanent pastor, Westlock is
blessed with no less than twelve retired pastors who all take turns in the pulpit. Pastoral care is
undertaken by the congregation who believe very strongly in the value of love and compassion for one
another and their community. Respectfully submitted, Jen Garbin
Q Faith Community (Calgary)
-

expanded from Q1 (Sun)and Q3 (California), to add Q2 in Calgary on Wed.
went completely online during COVID for all 3 meetings
successfully doubled our Q1 numbers with members from South Africa, the UK, Washington DC,
and Saskatoon becoming active and consistent members.
concentrated our generosity on members struggling due to COVID, a children’s ministry in
Philippines, and a women’s shelter in South Africa for victims of domestic abuse.
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-

We were excited to have 3 members lead Q and Recovery sessions at the conference in
NewMexico...’Inspired’...until cancelled due to Covid.
started a racism recovery book study as a group..Race Talk and the conspiracy of silence
currently 2 active LTG’s: 1 doing Bible scriptures reading weekly, 1 doing Experiencing God
study
possible Q5 opportunity in B.C. for 2021

Blessings, Kelvin Webster, Lay Leader
Campbell Stone United Church (Calgary)
For some time, the Board had been concerned about declining attendance at worship services and
giving. The Board realized that the ongoing use of reserves meant that the church operations were not
going to be sustainable. In the spring, the Board decided to change the worship service model, moving
towards not having a regular minister. The second Sunday in July, our traditional Stampede Sunday
Service, was the last service using the minister-led service model. A new worship service model had
been devised entailing greater use of our members in the worship service. The worship service was to
be led by three leaders, as follows:
• Leader One – to lead singing, provide opening remarks and a prayer, and end the service with a
benediction.
• Leader Two – lead the Prayers of the People, and the Communion Service.
• Leader Three – provide the devotional message.
Our minister, the Rev. Danah Cox, worshiped with us to the end of the year, providing pastoral care,
advice to members taking on the leader roles, and occasionally participated as either Leader Two or
Three. Arrangements were also made with senior staff from the Alberta Bible College to take on Leader
Two and Three roles for several Sundays in the fall of 2019.
There have been several benefits of the new worship service model:
• More members are involved in the worship service, increasing from about three members to
eleven members involved in the three leadership roles.
• More members are delving into the Bible to prepare themselves to take on the leadership roles.
• The church financial condition has improved.
The worship service attendance has stabilized.
This new worship service operational model continued into 2020, until worship services were stopped
in early March due to the COVID-19 outbreak. Worship services commenced again on May 10, 2020
using the ZOOM software, resulting in our members participating in a virtual worship service while
remaining in their homes. At this time the three Leader worship model morphed into basically a
worship service led by a member or members of one household. The Leader One role was simplified
with the deletion of the song leading responsibility as the pianist both played the hymns on the
keyboard and sang the hymns. The Host of the ZOOM service would mute all the other members but
they could sing the hymns in their homes. At other times in the service the members could un-mute
themselves to participate in the Prayers of the People, or at the end of the service when a social period
occurred. One aspect of the new virtual service was that the devotional message got shorter. In 2020,
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arrangements were also made for Dr. Linda Ormson from High River to provide as-required pastoral
services and to take on the ZOOM worship service once a month. The three leader worship service
model enabled the church to also manage the current ZOOM worship service.
Since moving to this model we have not seen a reduction in membership or givings. With our reduced
costs, we have been able to make regular contributions to various other charitable organizations,
based on input from our outreach committee. Respectfully submitted, Jim Chinnick
Brush With the Spirit (Calgary)
I’m sure that everyone would agree that this past year has been one marked with great celebration,
and great trials. For me, one of the biggest celebrations was attending the Full Communion worship
service in Winnipeg as a representative of Campbell Stone United last fall. With representatives from
the United Church of Canada, United Church of Christ, Disciples of Christ from both the US and Canada,
this gathering was an amazing experience that I will always cherish, as I see this partnership having the
potential to greatly enrich all denominations ability to share and forward Christ’s message.
Of course, we are all starkly aware of and saddened by, all the pain and death that the COVID-19
pandemic has wrought. It has also, of course, wreaked havoc on all of our plans over the past 6
months. I believe it is safe to say we have all also become acutely aware of the great trial we as a
Church face translating a tradition that is so, understandably and inextricably, built on being in each
other’s presence, into a world of remote meetings and social distancing.
It took several months for us to figure out how to even begin to approach people in this new paradigm
of virtual sharing. And like many of you, we have not only become more adept at doing things online,
we also have begun to more realize the opportunities it might provide for our congregations going
forward.
Further, while we are prayerful that we will all be able to come back together soon in person, we also
recognize that the timeline for this is unknown, and what “coming back together” will really look like is
also uncertain. This is why it has been decided that this next year Brush with the Spirit will focus on
building a robust online ministry. In this way, we hope to not only find ways to serve folks in our area,
(if/when things return to normal), but also serve as an online resource for any other DOC churches
interested in our offerings. We feel that this might be especially helpful for smaller, and less
technologically adept churches, who may be looking for experiential activities, but do not have the
technological capability to do them themselves.
So, while we already do have several virtual/experimental faith formation activities already slated for
the fall, we are also very open to hearing from others who might seek help in developing their own
ideas, and/or recognize the value of pulling together. Because, while we all know that virtual church
activities have their drawbacks, I do believe we all also agree that we have not fully tapped its strength
of connectivity us over any distance. Our hope is to create virtual activities that look to communicate
Christ’s message out into the world, as well as connect us to each other. Respectfully submitted, Rev
Danah Cox
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Broadway Disciples United Church (Winnipeg)
I write this report in the moment of great distress for all of us, but in the prayer of healing, wellness
and hope in the midst of the Covid -19 pandemic.
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The new BDUC Church Board has been elected in February 2020 and they have been installed the
following Sunday in our church service.
The Osborne/West Broadway Group of Ministers Luncheon meets every second Tuesday of the
month, but in February 2020, the group decided that these meeting are done via Zoom and put
an indefinite hold for physical meetings
The Roman Catholic- United Church of Canada Dialogue in Mississauga, Ontario, March 3-6,
2020. This commission has concluded the three-year work and dialogue, submitting the finished
statement to respective churches.
With the invitation of Rev. Dr. Paul Tche, early March 2020 I was made part of the Disciples of
Christ -Roman Catholic International Commission for Dialogue. This would have been to a good
start with the first meeting scheduled in Lexington Kentucky in August 2019, but was eventually
cancelled indefinitely due to Covid -19 pandemic.
With the announcement of World Health Organization of the Covid-19 pandemic, BDUC so
decided to suspend the church service beginning March 15, 2020.
The Communicants Class was to have begun in November, but due to pandemic, was put on hold.
A three -day Zoom meeting with the Canadian Council of Churches, first week of May 4-6, 2020. I
became part of the Documentation Committee of the Faith and Witness Committee of the CCC.
Halfway through May 2020, the United Church of Canada is advising us to not open our churches
yet, given the current conditions that Manitoba is having. The Disciples of Christ USA- Canada is
giving us the same advisory.
Zoom and online meetings with Disciples of Christ Regional Minister and clergy as well as UCC
Region 5 Prairie to Pine Region, from time to time and keeping updates on activities with other
churches in the region.
June- August 2020: Our church giving and donations are facilitated by several church volunteers
which fetches the church offering, as well as establishing e-transfer mode as alternative for
church donations.
Currently the church Sunday services are via GoTo Meeting, the platform of which was graciously
provided by the Disciples of Christ Canada Region, (12:30 PM) and Facebook Live Prayer and
Reflections (7:00 PM).
Bible studies are done via Zoom, as well as telephone calls to church members needing to be
ministered to.
July - August 2020: Some members have expressed concern regarding possible opening of BDUC,
but given the current situation as of this writing, it might be wise for the local church to give it a
serious thought and consideration. This agenda will be discussed this coming Church Board
Meeting this September 2020.

Hope springs eternal, pandemic or not, and we are one with you, as we journey together in faith, in
prayers and in service to His beloved people. Rev. Noel A. Suministrado
Respectfully submitted by Ed Stover, Area President (with thanks to Danah Cox for help in compiling)
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Central Area Report

Business Item 20-04G

2020 OACC Report
Over the last year the OACC has been working towards a visioning process that would allow us to be
more functional and better meet the needs of our churches. This is an ongoing process that we will
continue to develop over time depending on the needs of the OACC.
In April 2019 the board hired a facilitator to help us with this process. We determined a need to clarify
our purpose and priorities. As part of this we asked all individuals in the OACC to complete a short
survey to add to our discernment process. We also asked each congregation to choose 2
representatives to join with the OACC board to be part of this process.
The visioning group met and worked as a group to collectively discern what unique expression of God
this organization is meant to be living in terms of its purpose and goals. We were able to discuss our
views of the OACC in a constructive way and what we want and hope for the future of the OACC.
Before starting the process we looked at the Christian Church in Canada and the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada vision and mission statements as they apply to the
OACC. This also have us a starting point.
We wanted to focus on where the OACC fit in under these. We determined our purpose statement as
the following: To create and nurture bonds between Ontario Congregations
This was just the first part of the process. The purpose statement helped us determine our next steps
which was to focus on what could be accomplished in the next 3 years. After discussion the following 3
areas of focus were revealed:
•
•
•
•

Gathering
Youth
Communication
Organizational Development - this is a necessary group needed for the Board to function
properly

The next step was to create statements of intention for each of the areas of focus. This will help to
envision what each area of focus will look like in 3 years. Volunteers were recruited from the visioning
group for each area. Unfortunately, because of COVID 19 we have not been able to meet in person to
move the visioning process ahead. We have had to be a bit more creative on how to get connect with
the churches. We are starting to work on a set of videos for each group that will be shared with all of
the OACC in the fall.
Other board activities include:
•

Continued support for the Disciples Conference Grounds. Due to COVID 19 the campground is
closed this summer and unable to host camps or rentals. Our camp manager and 2 summer
students continue working there this summer on maintenance and projects so that it will be
ready to be open next summer.
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•

Resolution to transfer the Ministry Assistance Fund (MAF) to the region. A resolution has been
made to transfer the MAF from the OACC to the Region at the May 27, 2020 regional board
meeting. This will be brought forward at the annual meeting

Respectfully submitted by Carrie Shea, OACC President
July 16, 2020

Update on Quebec Congregations
We currently have four congregations in Quebec: two Haitian congregations in Laval, one Spanishspeaking outside of Montreal, and one Congolese in Joliette. All except one of these congregations is
new within the past ten years. The Quebec area poses some unique challenges as there are different
rules and regulations around what a faith community can and cannot do in the province. This makes
ministry very difficult at times, especially for small and struggling congregations. Our congregations in
Quebec offer vibrant and faith-filled ministry to their surrounding areas, and are a true gift for those
searching for faith communities that are multi-cultural, multi-lingual, and are filled with hospitality and
warmth.
We had a request 18 months ago from the Word of Life congregation in Joliette who wanted to leave
the Disciples. Since that request, we have been in conversation with their previous pastor to see if we
can come to some kind of agreement or understanding to avoid parting ways. We are unsure at this
time which way this will go, but are leaving it in God’s hands.
OCYF Fall Weekend 2019
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Maritime Area Report

Business Item 20-04H

The Maritime Area Board and our family of churches have had a busy 2019. We are now trying to
search out new ways to have church services, operate our programs and serve God while following
COVID-19 policies. Keeping close connections to our family of churches in 2020 is very difficult. We
have had to cancel our Annual Maritime Board meeting, the Women's Retreat, Maritime Gathering and
Disciplefest just to name a few. Churches across Canada are experiencing the same problems. As we
find new ways to have our services and our programs we need to share how we achieved these
successes with one another.
Listed are some of the projects we were working on in 2019 and that are now carried forward to 2020
or later. It is most unfortunate that we lost the momentum that we had gained working with the
Members and Rev. Marjorie Lewis PhD. in 2019.
We are trying to re-instate our Executive Meetings. Our Executive Members live all over our province
making it difficult to get together for meetings. Now that we are getting more familiar with Zoom, this
may offer a solution.
•

•

•
•
•

Our Consultant, Rev. Marjorie Lewis PhD, continued to work with our Board. She developed a
Participatory Workshop (Strategic Plan). Our Ministers and Marjorie designed a Bible Study for our
Congregations. She recommended that each congregation complete a church profile. These profiles
helped us focus on the past and the present and on developing a future vision for our church. We
are still working on the profiles. Our churches and the Maritime Board plan to review their
Constitution and job descriptions for each position. With the arrival of COVID-19 we have lost the
momentum and the completion date has been delayed for all projects.
Rev. Dr. Jen Garbin attended our Annual Meeting. She explained what changes we could see going
forward if the vote for “full communion” between the Disciples and the United Church of Canada
was approved. A few of our Members attended the General Assembly in Iowa in July 2019 where
the “full communion” was approved.
We sponsored two Ministers Retreats and the Disciple Ministers reported that these retreats were
very beneficial and the Board decided to sponsor three annual retreats.
Johnston Christian Park camping season for 2019 was very successful. Hurricane Dorian shut the
camp down for the fall events. Our buildings survived the hurricane, but many trees came down in
the storm. We have more than enough wood for campfires for many years to come.
Unfortunately COVID-19 has closed our campground for 2020. We are taking the opportunity to do
maintenance around the grounds, split wood for camp fires, replace the roof on two cabins, paint
and do other repairs that have been on our list.

COVID-19 has closed all our churches for weekly services. This pandemic has given us all the
opportunity to think outside of the box and ask how can we continue with the church services and
keep our programs going. Many of our churches were not using much technology in their services nor
were all the congregation members familiar with or have computers to do on line services. Our
churches have taken up the challenge and are now using Go To Meeting (West Gore), Zoom
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(Wyndholme and Milton) and Conference calls. This keeps us in touch and allows us to do our weekly
services. Wyndholme has started a weekly Zoom Tea to keep in touch. West Gore does a lawn chair
chat on Wednesdays on their church grounds. On Wednesdays Milton and Summerville are doing a
drive through chat with the Pastor. At this time food bank donations, our weekly envelopes or any
donations can be dropped off. Milton also started a Drive-In Church Service each Sunday.
Projects have been undertaken to support the communities we live in during the COVID-19 pandemic.
We have made masks for all our family of churches, Johnston Christian Park and church groups such as
Crafty Critters and Milton Cafe. We have donated gift certificates to every employee at Queen's
General Hospital, the Liverpool Fire Department and the local EHS.
COVID-19 has forced us to accept change and to serve God not with regular church services as in the
past but to serve him and do his work in other ways. God is finding ways for us to answer his call. As
we move into the future the Members and the Churches will be much stronger for accepting this
challenge.
Shirley Francis
President, Maritime Area Board

Sharing hospitality and worship w Winger Church of Christ, Winger, Ontario, 2019
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Youth & Young Adult Ministries

Business Item 20-04I

National Youth Encounter. We were forced to cancel our national youth event in Winnipeg this
summer. Awit Marcelino had agreed to direct the event, and Sarah Leitch and I served on the planning
committee. Awit created a new website for Encounter, and both Sarah and Awit assisted with many
plans. We were excited that Rev. Randy Kuss had agreed to attend encounter as a general youth
representative. We hope that Randy might be able to be with us for Encounter 2022, perhaps along
with a member to two from the General Youth Council.
Ontario & Nova Scotia. This year has been a challenging one from a youth ministry perspective.
Ontario (OCYF) and Nova Scotia (NSCYF) held some of their regular programs last fall, but camps and
youth programs were heavily affected by the Covid-19 pandemic this year. Governments in both
Ontario and Nova Scotia cancelled summer overnight camping programs. I remain hopeful that
modified programs may be able to be held this fall and over the coming year.
Disciples Conference Grounds continues to be a place of learning and transformation under the able
direction of Sarah Leitch. Thanks to Rev. Dr. Jennifer Garbin and Drew Gillette for continuing to
sponsor and lead OCYF events!! Special thanks to Sarah, Drew, Jen and their teams from Ontario
congregations for their ongoing commitment to youth and children’s programming!
Sarah was able to attend the Outdoor Ministries Connection (The Great Gathering), an ecumenical
event this year for camps, conferences, and related ministries. It was held in North Carolina from
November 10-14, 2019. Please ask her about her experience there!
Johnston Christian Park is making use of the summer to repair some of the damage from Hurricane
Dorian last fall. Special thanks to Bob Howell and his committee all the work they do on behalf of Jesus
at JCP. Please keep their team in prayer!
Western Canada and elsewhere in Canada. I have no reports from other areas.
UPCOMING PLANS:
•

•

WORLD CONVENTION IN POLAND. I would like to encourage youth, churches, youth groups, and
our provincial CYF groups to consider making plans to attend the World Convention of Churches
of Christ in Warsaw, Poland, on June 3-6, 2021. It is an event for all ages. Please contact me if
you are interested in attending as a youth or assisting as a youth leader. Fundraising would need
to begin very soon! I would like for us to plan, even though we cannot be certain that we can
attend because of the ongoing Covid-19 situation. If flying to Poland were not possible, we could
arrange an alternative trip when it is safe to do that. More details will follow in September 2020.
ENCOUNTER 2022. We will also begin making plans for Encounter 2022 next summer. Let me
know if you would be interested in serving on the planning committee (youth or adults). Thanks!

I am always open to hearing from you. May we continue to dream dreams and see God’s vision for an
anti-racist, pro-reconciling, radically-loving, and Gospel-sharing church of Jesus Christ in our land!
Russell Prime, National Co-ordinator, Youth Ministries, 902-401-1202 (cell / text)
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The Ministry Assistance Fund

Business Item 20-04J

I have been searching through my "historical records" to see what I might provide to answer some of
your questions, but I have not had much luck.
From my memory (somewhat vague), the trust was established years ago through an estate (I think a
lady from West Lorne) worth somewhat less than $50,000 to be invested and the proceeds used by
the Ontario Association of Christian Churches (whatever it was called back then) to assist "Destitute
Disciple Ministers and their families" to meet some of their needs. It was not limited to Ontario
Ministers, but their Disciple affiliation and Canadian Service were designated.
A Committee was appointed to oversee the distribution and deal with discretionary decisions about
who qualified and what needs fit. With the development of the Pension Fund, fewer and fewer calls
were made on these funds to meet "destitution needs" and the fund developed a reserve of somewhat
more substantial funds (including other gifts). In recent years decisions were made by the Ontario
Association to broaden the use to include assistance for Ministers to participate in the Pension Fund
and to supplement their credits as a further measure to avoid "destitution". An annual donation to
help with the "13th Cheque" program of the Pension Fund was added later as a further step to help
deal with Disciple Ministers financial limitations. In recent years a decision was made to assist retired
Disciple ministers and/or immediate family with a Christmas gift (cheque or otherwise) to supplement
their income during a time of common financial challenges. Because of the nature of these needs, the
recipients and amounts are respected as confidential, but a summary report is made available to the
governing Board.
From time to time the Committee is notified of Ministers with needs of one kind or another. . . Health,
rent, professional equipment and training, etc. The Committee evaluates the requested need (usually
online or via phone) to determine a reasonable response/amount, providing as quick and appropriate
response as possible.
In recent years, with the reduction of earned income from investments, the expenditures often exceed
the income, and so some of the reserves from previous years earnings have been used. The original
trust fund is still designated and not to be diminished, but there is still a reasonable reserve from past
earnings.
Expenses for the work of the Committee include the usual meeting costs, office/operational costs and
a small honorarium for the Committee Secretary Treasurer. The Membership is all voluntary and
appointed by the governing body (Ontario Board. . . and now the Regional Board). Details of which are
outlined in the OACC By-Laws. The management of the Trust Funds is entrusted to the Finance
Personnel/Committee or the Board (Ontario/Regional) and reported in their financial statements. It is
important, however, the Ministerial Assistance Committee have ready access to that information and
the ability to make quick and appropriate distribution of the funds to the designated recipients as
needed.
Ron Dakin, Chairperson
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Resolution to transfer the Ministry Assistance Fund (MAF)
As president of the OACC I would like to make a resolution to transfer the Ministry Assistance Fund
from the OACC to the Region and the money be transferred as soon as it becomes available. The
Region is requested to invest the entire Ministry Assistance Fund money in a separate fund and not
with other money from the Region.
The OACC has already passed a motion for this.
The OACC Profit and Loss and Balance Sheets are attached to this email. Any item labeled as MAF
relates to the Ministry Assistance Fund. I have also pulled out that information for the MAF in a
separate file for your information.
Carrie Shea
Chairperson
Celebrating at Broadway Disciples United Church, Full Communion with the United Church of Canada
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Celebration of and Affirmation of Call to Support
“New Church”

Business Item 20-04K

2020 marks twenty years since former General Minister and President, Dick Hamm, proposed a new
vision and mission for the life of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Faced with declining
attendance, finances, and morale, the General Assembly in 2000 enthusiastically embraced the “2020
Vision” with its commitments to be an Anti-racist, Pro-reconciling Church, to start 1000 new
congregations throughout the US and Canada, to transform 1,000 current congregations by 2020, and
to develop leadership necessary to realize these new and renewed congregations
“At the 2019 General Assembly in Des Moines, IA, Hamm announced the achievement of the goal to
begin more than 1,000 new faith communities. According to New Church Ministries and Year Book and
Directory data, more than 60 percent are still bearing Christ’s witness to the world five years after their
inception. The new church movement is a major contributor to the racial/ethnic diversity of the
Church, as exemplified by at least 28 languages in which our congregations worship, demonstrating our
commitment to affirm and advocate for our current and emerging racial/ethnic communities.”
(https://newchurchministry.org/about/history/)
Today in the Canadian Region we celebrate the creation of over a dozen new congregations and
ministries across the nation. In every instance, lives and communities have been changed because of
the witness of these communities. We have been blessed by talented, committed, and faithful new
church planters from coast to coast and return that blessing to them – thank you for your courage,
vision, and dedication to the Gospel of Jesus Christ to reach out beyond expectations to change the
world. Church planting is not an easy task and so we lift up and celebrate all the leadership teams and
individuals who took a chance to build up these new communities. Your prayers, support, courage, and
tenacity changed lives around you…and helped to bring the reign of God a little closer.
Today we re-affirm our call to plant new and innovative congregations and ministries across Canada.
We re-affirm our commitment to support new church planters and those who come alongside to take
part in this daring path. We are grateful for the work you do and we look forward to all those whom
God will raise up to continue this vital work in the future. We are grateful to God who continues to be
faithful here in the Canadian Region by sending us leaders and innovators who make extraordinary
sacrifices to bring the Gospel to a new generation. Thanks be to God!
New Churches/Innovative Ministries Begun in Canada since 2000:
Coastline Song (NS)

Chalice Christian Church (ON)

All People’s (PEI)

Sugarbush Christian Church (ON)

Somos Uno (QC)

Paradox Collective (ON)

Église Évangélique Mahanaïm De La Rive Nord (QC) Familia Feliz/ Happy Family (AB)
Word of Life (QC)

Q Faith Community (1 & 2) (AB)

Eglise Evangelique Baptiste Manahaim (QC)

Brush With the Spirit (AB)
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College of Churches of Christ in Canada

Business Item 20-05A

I would like to offer in my report a brief commentary on our church's theological education
models for ministerial preparation.
A visit to Oklahoma last August, just after the regional assembly in Guelph gave me the
opportunity to visit Tulsa-based Phillips Theological Seminary (PTS) with a former student and
good friend who retired as a big steeple minister. I once taught at PTS (then the Graduate
Seminary of Phillips University) for five years when it was located in Enid, Oklahoma. I will spare
the details of the Campus which is quite interesting on its own, as I want to affirm clearly that
theological higher education in Disciples-sponsored schools continues to be alive and well.
The circumstances of theological education vary greatly everywhere among all churches. After
Lexington Theological Seminary, (my alma mater), the oldest (1865) and first accredited
Disciples seminary (1936), lost its mandate in questionable and tragic circumstances, many
thought that such was the wave of the future for graduate studies with allied studies for
laypersons wishing to perhaps study part-time or take a few courses without going for the MDiv
diploma. But such was not the case.
Having been forced to sell its serenely beautiful campus, with a hugely reduced faculty
(including fired tenured faculty) and staff as a primarily online institution, LTS re-invented itself
to try to fit today's Christian education market. Many persons have worked to make it a going
concern. Most of the study is online with consultation with a small faculty and of course the
opportunity to have conversation across the internet through the year and make a required
short visit to the campus for a certain period of time, for instance two weeks annually. Much is
made of graduation ceremonies to give some of the aura of the traditions in education.
Returning to Phillips, this school is operating full tilt as a residential school and as well, offer
online. Very Remarkably, it received additional enabling gifts this past year to hire three new
professors in addition to the already existing number of the faculty. Nancy Pitman, the acting
president gave me a grand tour and I was impressed. Millions were spent in revamping the
headquarters of the Tandy Corporation which decided to move to a location closer to Tulsa
airport. PTS was given the property.
I will save for another time what Christian Theological Seminary (CTS, Indianapolis), Brite at TCU
(Fort Worth), Disciples Divinity House at the U. of Chicago, and Disciples House at Vanderbilt
Divinity School (Nashville) are doing. However, they are also engaged in change and survival
and doing everything possible to offer education for ministry and preserve high standards. As
far as I know, all of our schools remain fully accredited by the Association of Theological
Schools, the accrediting body for theological schools to which all religious schools look to for
recognition and standards.
In some ways, I think the various possibilities to study for the ministry offer more variety of
opportunities for persons than in the past. Pre-suppositions have had to change. As churches
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dwindle, congregations close, fewer persons are needed for local congregations. Yet a need
still exists, and we Disciples haven't given up the task. Many persons are less interested, or
able, in responding to the call of Christ to pull up stakes and head for three-four years of study.
We have examples who have been in our midst of persons who have done this for postgraduate studies: Shawn, Justin and Lane. Shawn's wife, in spite of having US credentials, was
unable to be hired as a physiotherapist in Ontario, thus after a year of hardship they decamped
to Buffalo where she got a job almost immediately and he commuted to U of T. Justin tried
valiantly to complete all but the dissertation through St Michael's College at U of T (TST) and
needed to find a pastorate to survive. He was almost immediately called to a pastor (Louisville,
Illinois). Both came here from the States and we were happy to welcome them to our midst in
Toronto, with Hillcrest benefiting from their memberships. I am not sure about Shawn's
affiliations now. Justin left the Independents and became a Disciples minister. The third, Lane,
completed everything including the dissertation. In spite of being ordained by us, he returned
to his Alberta Independent roots when faced with the fact no jobs of interest were available at
the time of completion aside from an Independent congregation in Calgary not affiliated with
our church except by Stone-Campbell heritage. All three were assisted, some more than others,
our Treasurer could say, by the College while in Canada.
So, we have at hand a situation where the traditions of which one has been comfortable and
skilled in practising with somewhat predictable results have cracks in the practices and the
results one might expect. The College of Churches of Christ in Canada as the source of funding
for 'training young men and women' (Charter), without a campus or a program, is thus free to
give help, support, prayers and dollars to continue its work, 'founded on the Rock and geared to
the times' (not Charter!). This is what has been done for most of the 90 years and has given a
track record of which we do not need to be ashamed in the annals of the GREAT ADVENTURE
that is the life and work in/of the Disciples of Canada, of which I feel passionate about. Taking
into account our heritage, and more the present practices of theological education, giving
support to our partnership with Canada Region, I invite us to watch for signs of the further
revealing of the nature of God and respond as the future requires, avoiding deference to
"We've always done it this way" when that blocks genuine advancement and as far as being
open to what is required of us in living humbly, offering love and acceptance today to a
troubled and challenging world.

Respectfully submitted,
ROBERT W STEFFER

College President
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Report of the Pension Fund in Canada

Business Item 20-05B

The Canadian Retirement Contribution Arrangement (RCA) Board of Directors has engaged in
serious discernment about the future of the RCA plan, the potential growth or lack thereof
based on the number of full-time clergy who have compensation from a church or churchrelated entity, and the financial health of the plan based on Revenue Canada’s tax structure and
investment restrictions.
The Board decided that we would hold any decision about freezing the plan to new members
until 2022. It is our understanding that there is currently only 1 full-time pastor serving in
Canada. The remaining clergy are part-time with additional sources of income. The non-church
income cannot be used to contribute to the RCA plan.
Unlike the plan for clergy based in the United States, Revenue Canada requires us to pay a 50%
revenue share tax on earning and contributions to guarantee the RCA plan. This tax challenges
the plan to earn additional reserves as we lose 50% of the compounding investment interest.
Further complicating the revenue generation capacity is the limitation by Revenue Canada that
the funds can only be invested in Canadian-based companies, listed on the Toronto Stock
Exchange. While the TSX does not experience the volatility of the US market, it also does not
produce the same level of return.
In 2021, a valuation study will be conducted again to determine current assets vs. liabilities. No
one who has a pension or hold pension credits should be concerned.
In the meantime, the Board has reduced expenses by eliminating any staff and reducing our
meeting to one-in person meeting as a fly-in only and one conference call. By having the
meeting as a fly-in, we reduce hotel and meal costs.
We will continue to monitor the plan and take steps necessary to ensure the security of those
who are current members with a more full in person report in 2022.
Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Dr. Todd Adams
President, CEO
Pension Fund of the Christian Church

Election of the Pension Fund Trustees

Business Item 20-06

Not available at time of printing
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Alberta Bible College

Business Item 20-05C

Mission Statement
To equip people for effective service and witness for Christ.
Strategic Direction
To be a leader in quality Christian higher education for the equipping
of a broad base of students, for effective servicewithin
changing social and cultural contexts.
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Earlier in the year our board chair wrote this letter to our constituency and it give a good update
on where we are now as we move into the fall.
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President’s Report

August 30, 2020
Dear Disciples and others,
I hope you have read the letter above from ABC’s board chair Harold Cooper. Harold serves as the
pastor of the Central Church of Christ in Lethbridge, a historically significant location for the Disciples.
It was at Lethbridge in 1932 that Alberta Bible College began. C. H. Phillips, the pastor at the time,
longed to find a way to prepare ministers for the growing expansion of settler communities in the
West. At this time in our history in Canada, the division between the Disciples and the independents
had not happened.
Because of the sparse population of Disciples and Disciples churches in the West, ABC has kept links
alive between the Disciples of Christ, the Independent Christian Churches/Churches of Christ, the (a
cappella Churches of Christ, and even the International Churches of Christ. We do what we can to be a
nexus where our groups can find commonality, ways to work together, spaces for conversations, and
spiritual resources for the long journey. We relish all of these historic relationships. Our students
conversely come a wide variety of traditions beyond the Stone-Campbell groups. We value helping all
of our students, whoever they might be, prepare for what God has for them next. We seek to serve the
church universal.
I’m grateful to my new academic dean David Ford who is completing his PhD at Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School in Historical Theology and Christian History. He has been working with ABC since March
2019 and he is doing a wonderful job balancing the work of academic dean with teaching several
classes each semester. David has compiled the following list to summarize our more recent journey as
a college. I have taken the liberty to adapt the following for this report and I have added some other
pertinent information.
•

•
•
•

The 2019–2020 academic year saw growth in enrollment at ABC. We saw growth over 2018-19 in
our total credit hours sold, our total student headcount, and in our full-time equivalent numbers
(this is a number used by educational institutions and their accrediting agencies).
We added three new courses to our PACE program, Non-Profit Financial Management, Self-Care in
Ministry, and, a new course on Romans and Galatians.
We added several new professors, largely due to the passing of one of ABC’s long-time counselling
professors. We have several new professors pursuing their doctorate degrees.
In March, we successfully navigated the transition to all-online classes (via Zoom) due to the Covid19 pandemic. In late May, the ABC Cabinet decided that all classes would be online fall 2020, and
began preparing for that mode of course delivery.
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•

•

•

•

•

Although ABC postponed its 2020 Graduation Ceremony until spring 2021, we had 17 students
complete their course of study. These students will celebrate with us in a joint 2020–2021 graduation/commencement ceremony (Covid-19 permitting) in April 2021.
In June we said goodbye to long-time ABC staff person, and Administration Services Director, Jean
Myers, who retired after 20 years of service to ABC. We are grateful for Jean faithful service and I
am personally indebted to Jean because she helps onboard this newly minted President.
ABC successfully completed an accreditation self-study in February 2020, and had a successful virtual site visit in April. We received our final visit report in early June which had nine recommendations we must address in a report due September 15. We are busy preparing that report at the present time. None of the recommendations were surprises to ABC, and none of them threaten our
accreditation status. We anticipate receiving a ten-year extension of our accreditation status in
February, when the Association of Biblical Higher Education’s Commission on Accreditation next
meets.
On August 1, Kris Ford became our new Registrar and Operations Director. Kris is also completing a
doctorate in Educational Studies through Trinity International University and has the skills we need
to move the college to serve even more students.
We have a good incoming class in both the college and in PACE, with a total of 17 incoming students at present (and with more admissions files in progress). Our current student numbers are
close to our starting numbers last fall. So, despite Covid-19, we are on target to have another solid
year.

Time remains to enroll for the fall courses and we welcome all seeking to grow in their love for our
Lord Jesus Christ and God’s people. For more information about Alberta Bible College, please email
inquiries@abccampus.ca or go to our website: https://www.abccampus.ca/. By the way, this year we
also launched a new website. We really like it. Take a look yourself.
This marks the beginning of my sixth year as the president of Alberta Bible College. It has been a time
of growth, a time of joy, and time of challenge. ABC has grown in strength every year and it is exciting
to see what God has for us next. We are happy to serve here.
Please, give me a call or let’s set up an appointment, if there is any way that ABC can serve you or your
congregation or organization.
In the name of Jesus,

Stanley N. Helton, PhD
President of Alberta Bible College
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Disciples Women Leadership Council Report

Business Item 20-05D

On January 23-26, 2020, Deborah Stewart (Maritimes Area), Awit Marcelino
(Western Christian Fellowship), and I, Michelle Chong (Central Area), attended the
Disciples Women’s Leadership Council (DWLC) meeting in Indianapolis, IN. The
mission of Disciples Women is to be a network of women committed to the
justice-seeking, compassion-focused mission of Jesus Christ. This year the theme
of our meeting was exploring and celebrating how we are “Called, Connected, and
Charged for Christ.”
One of the highlights of the DWLC meeting was listening to the amazing Rev.
Janae Pitts-Murdock, the senior interim pastor of Light of the World Christian Church (Indianapolis, IN).
She preached about Mary and Elizabeth’s bond in Luke 1:39-56. In that passage, Mary was in her first
trimester and Elizabeth was in her third trimester. Both women were at critical points in their
pregnancy and lives. Through this biblical passage, Rev. Janae showed us how important it is to nurture
a deep sisterhood and friendship with other women of faith. She emphasized how it can provide
support to us in the most critical and challenging times of our lives. Afterwards, she asked us, “When
was the last time you made a new friend? …How we can create beloved community in our churches
and women’s groups if we aren’t first willing to get to know others and make new friends?” She asked,
“How can we lift each other up when we don’t know each other and don’t know what’s happening in
each other’s lives?” As well, she asked, “What are the emotional walls that keep us from being truly
ourselves and that keep other women out and excluded from our groups and communities?” These are
the things that I have reflected on in the weeks and months after that gathering.
Another important discussion that we had was around who was missing in our meeting and about the
lack of younger women in our churches and women’s groups, in general. We discussed gaps in
communicating information or considering alternative times and events to accommodate younger
women’s schedules and interests. All of us were asked to reflect on whether our churches and regions
provided educational, leadership, and mentorship opportunities for young women. As well, we were
asked to think about concrete ways we could encourage younger women to use their gifts to serve in
the church. In response, some seasoned women discussed how they could take a step back so that
younger women could step into new roles and leadership positions.
In my experience, it was other women in the church who recognized my gifts and strengths. In
particular, it was women who got to know me, nurtured a friendship, and offered me opportunities to
participate and lead. Sometimes, this meant that they had to step aside so that I could have a role and
develop leadership experiences in ministry. I think that all younger women need this kind of support
and encouragement from more seasoned Disciples women.
Moreover, attending this meeting showed me how empowering it is when women of all ages,
nationalities, cultures, and socio-economic backgrounds come together to pray, comfort, guide, and
share wisdom with one another. As the youngest women at DWLC, I was unsure if I had anything to
offer in terms of resources or best practices in women’s ministry. But I was welcomed with open arms
and encouraged to share my perspective and experiences. Through laughter and tears, we listened to
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each other’s challenges and joys in ministry. We bonded over shared experiences of wearing multiple
hats and having to juggle responsibilities at church, home, school, work, and in our community.
Throughout the weekend, we created safer spaces so that we could be vulnerable with each other and
receive guidance and support, refreshment, and encouragement. I left this gathering feeling hopeful
and supported by a strong circle of women who are willing to listen and guide one another on our
walks with Christ. I genuinely believe that every Disciples woman needs this.
I left the DWLC meeting with resources that I could share with other young women in my church. I
came home feeling inspired and supported to gather with young women and ask them about their
needs and wants. I came back to church wondering about the needs of the community around us and
whether our church can do more in the community to show up spiritually, emotionally, socially, and
physically to meet our neighbours where they are.
As the DWLC explores new ways to gather in upcoming years in order to be faithful stewards of church
resources, may we all be reminded to seek inspiration and creativity in how we gather, lead, and
connect with one another. Rev. Janae offered us one last insight that we can reflect on as we seek
God’s wisdom in 2020: “Change isn’t always bad. Conflict is meant to mature relationships and the
people within them.” I am so thankful to have had this opportunity to share my gifts and lean on the
gifts of Disciples women around me as the Central Area representative for Disciples Women in Canada.
This role and the experiences that I have had so far have ignited my passion for positive change and it
has motivated me to persevere.
If you would like more information about Disciples Women please visit
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/congregations/disciples-women, or feel free to contact Awit,
Deborah, or myself.
Respectfully,
Michelle Chong, Disciples Women - Central Canada
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Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada Report

Business Item 20-05E

Women's Inter-Church Council of Canada (WICC) is the only national ecumenical
women’s organization in Canada. It was founded in 1918 and its council is made up
of representatives from 10 church partners: Canadian Baptist Ministries, Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Anglican Church of Canada, Presbyterian Church in
Canada, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, United Church of Canada, Society of
Friends (Quakers), Mennonite Central Committee, the Salvation Army, and our
denomination - Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada.
WICC’s vision is to restore hope to women touched by injustice. Its mission is to empower Christian
women to pursue justice, peace, and reconciliation by standing together in prayer and in action.
WICC’s main activities are to promote the work of World Day of Prayer and the Fellowship of the Least
Coin in Canada. Both WDP and FLC are global prayer movements that connect women from different
denominations and faith-based organizations all over the world.
As the Disciples appointee to WICC, I serve on the WICC board, attend bi-monthly board meetings, the
annual meeting in the fall via Zoom and an in-person meeting in the spring (which was done virtually
due to Covid-19). As well, as an appointee, I review all project applications seeking funding through the
World Day of Prayer and Fellowship of the Least Coin grants to ensure that they are in keeping with our
denominational teachings.
As WICC’s elected liaison to the International Committee for the Fellowship of the Least Coin (ICFLC), I
represent Canadian Christian women, report back to WICC, and chair WICC’s FLC team. As well, I am
currently serving my second and final year as the ICFLC chair. In this position, I chair executive
meetings regarding personnel, finances, and operations for the ICFLC, and write messages for its
website and Facebook page.
Since my term at WICC will be ending in the Fall of 2021 after 8 years on the board, I am looking to the
regional board for input on who the next appointee should be. The appointee should be interested in
and/or already engaged in women’s ministries in Canada, able to communicate via email, have access
to the internet for online board meetings, and willing to work on WICC committees and teams. If the
board would like more information about WICC, please feel free to contact me or visit www.wicc.org. It
has been my pleasure to represent the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada at WICC and the
ICFLC, and to pursue our movement’s vision of Christian unity.
Respectfully,
Awit Marcelino
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Council on Justice and Corrections

Business Item 20-05F

BACKGROUND
The Church Council on Justice and Corrections is a national faithbased coalition of eleven founding churches incorporated in 1972.
We promote community responsibility for justice with an emphasis
on addressing the needs of victims and offenders, mutual respect,
healing, individual accountability, and crime prevention. It is
primarily by education and community development initiatives that
we foster healthier communities and crime prevention through social responsibility. CCJC has
demonstrated in publications, pilot projects and numerous other initiatives how to strengthen
community through its understanding that real justice requires the pursuit of wholeness for all. We
work with both multi-faith and non-religious partners and have achieved international recognition for
our contributions to creative thinking about criminal justice.
The Christian Church Disciples of Christ n. Canada was a founding member of CCJC along with 10 other
Christian denominations. Rev.Scott MacIsaac represent the DOC as a member of the Board of Directors
from 2008 -2015. Health issues caused him to resign from the board. Through God’s grace his health is
drastically improved and he is exploring the possibility of returning to the board.
Last year the Region made a financial contribution to CCJC and it is hoped that this support will be
forthcoming during this year's AGM.
ACTIVITIES
To get an in-depth perspective on the work of CCJC , you are directed to explore the organization’s
website https://ccjc.ca/about/about-ccjc/. You can be kept up to date on Council action by
subscribing to its site.
2010: During this decade, both the Victim Impact Project (created ~ 2014) and The Empathy Project
(created ~ 2018) were created. A prison chaplain, Kate Johnson, worked with a prisoner to help him
understand the harm his actions had caused a victim. This was the first time someone had this type of
conversation with him and it blew his mind! It was also the first time he heard about Restorative
Justice. Using “You Have the Power”, a US-based Victim Impact curriculum, with a CCJC built “Canadian
Addendum”, approximately 20 people, many of them prison chaplains, were trained in this resource
and brought it to those incarcerated men who wanted to learn about Victim Impact.
The Empathy Project is a curriculum created for incarcerated women. The curriculum is based around
13 chapters; the first introduces Community Justice/Restorative Justice, the second chapter discusses
Cultural Barriers and the third chapter talks about Media impact. The rest of the chapters focus on
issues that might have caused a woman to be incarcerated, such as Property Crime and Theft;
Substance Abuse; Domestic Violence; Homicide, etc. There is a chapter on Forgiveness and Making
Amends. The thirteenth chapter is a Celebration chapter, focusing on the success of the women
participants. The Empathy Project was piloted at Grand Valley Institution in 2019.
HIGHLIGHTS 2019-20
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The reader is directed to CCJC's newsletter to get a full understanding of the work being undertaken in
these area listed.
July 2020: https://conta.cc/3e1EFjS - The Justice Storytellinq Quilt is now an online resource
May 2020: https://conta.cc/2SLC31x - A bit of history in the Presentation to the Salvation Army
article
April 2020: https://conta.cc/3aOio84 - A focus on Holy week with some reflective questions
March 2020: https://conta.cc/2vPA2sY - Information from our Board meeting and information about
one of the networks that CCJC belongs to, the Restorative Ottawa Community Collective
February 2020: https://conta.cc/37n4UxQ - Information around the funding for the online Justice
Storytelling Quilt
December 2019: https://conta.cc/2Z3fgAq - Christmas and stars and my student. His paper was
entitled: HOW TO PUSH RESTORATIVE JUSTICE INTO THE MAINSTREAM: Justice Perspectives
As you may know, our two big projects are The Justice Storytelling Quilt and the Empathy Project (We
have an Empathy Project for Women which has been piloted three times at Grand Valley Institution in
Kitchener. It’s a curriculum and the majority of the chapters revolve around issues that would have
taken a women to a penal institution. In the last feedback from the chaplains at GVI, they suggested a
13th chapter as a Celebration for all of the work that the women have done. I still need to update the
12th chapter and then write the 13th chapter.)
CCJC is a partner with the Ottawa Restorative Justice Network, the Restorative Ottawa Community
Collective and the National Associations of Active in Criminal Justice (I am a Board Member of NAACJ).
One of the things that I consider valuable for CCJC is communication. So we have a monthly newsletter
(almost 1600 followers) and three times a week I provide Facebook posts to our 400+ followers. Our
Annual Report will be available sometime in September. I was interviewed about the Quilt by Dahlia
Kurz, a local radio announcer here in Ottawa (https://omny.fm/shows/580-cfra/listen-now-the-justicestorytelling-quilt-is-bring). I have also spent time this year updating our policies. I am also very
interested in learning more in this field so I participate in quite a number of webinars. The last ones
included Systemic Racism in the Criminal Justice System; RJ Principles and Values; Shaping the New
Normal in CSC.
Submitted by Rev Scott MacIsaac
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Protestant Campus Ministry at McGill University

Business Item 20-05G

"Church" -- from the Greek,
ekklesia, meaning those called
out, a gathering with a purpose.
The Ecumenical Chaplaincy is
ministry of the Anglican, Disciples, and United Churches to college and university students in Montréal,
centred on McGill's campus and in close partnership with Christ Church Cathedral and St. James United
Church, but open to students at other institutions and other young adults 18-30. We study the Bible.
We worship together both in local churches on Sunday in a monthly, bilingual, ecumenical Communion
student service. We go on weekend retreats and day trips. We do community service projects. We find
opportunities to do all of these things with other Christians and those of other faiths. We offer pastoral
counselling to those who need someone to talk to. We eat together. A lot. And we do it in both English
and French. While our activities are rooted in the Anglican and United Christian traditions, students
and young adults of any or no religious background are welcome to participate with us. We welcome
the participation of those of all gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations, cultural or
linguistic backgrounds, or physical or intellectual abilities.
The Rev’d Jean-Daniel Ó Donnċaḋa, Chaplain. Jean-Daniel helps guide our worship services and Bible
studies and supports student community service projects and social activities. He also meets one-onone with students to talk about life, providing a loving and listening ear, and to pray.
He earned his undergraduate degrees from Harvard and a master of divinity from Yale and was very
involved in campus ministry at both schools. He is completing a PhD in practical theology focused on
children’s role in Christian community. He is also associate pastor for children and families, youth, and
students at Christ Church (Anglican) Cathedral.

College of Regional Ministers meets in
Toronto Canada, 2019 (with guests from the
United Church of Canada
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Canadian Council of Churches

Business Item 20-05H

21 May 2020
Dear Friend and Colleague,
The connection we share through 75 years of relationship building proves its value in a new way
when a communal challenge like COVID-19 confronts us with the need to evaluate and even change
how we live, worship, and sustain community.
My colleagues and I are so very grateful for the giants on whose shoulders we now stand, those who blazed
the trail toward a Canadian Council of Churches, the new leaders who bring us different insights and ways of
working, who reach across divides to leaders of other religious communities across Canada in common cause,
who witness for justice in so many areas of Canadian life, and who build friendships that continue to bind us
together through decades of shared mission and ministry.
And we are so grateful for your support, you who lead the ecumenical movement in Canada; you who look
for opportunities to connect and imitate Christ more closely in our lives and communities; who research,
educate and act for justice; who draw on your tradition’s wisdom and insights to meet the ever-changing
challenges of contemporary Canadian life; who pray for church and community; who contribute your gifts of
talents and money; who discern and work with others around the tables of The Canadian Council of
Churches.

Join us again this year in advocating for justice; modelling, prompting, and agitating for more unity
and peace; seeking Christ’s truth with an affection for diversity; and acting together in love for all
who call Canada home and for all of God’s creation.
In Christ’s abundant love,

Peter Noteboom
General Secretary
The Canadian Council of Churches
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The Canadian Council of Churches Governing Board Meeting
May 13-15, 2020 – Video Conference
The Canadian Council of Churches (the Council) is the broadest and most inclusive ecumenical body in Canada. The
Council’s Governing Board brings together representatives from Anglican; Evangelical; Free Church; Eastern Orthodox
and Oriental Orthodox; Protestant; and Catholic member denominations to review and coordinate its Committees and
Commissions, appoint officers, obtain funds, and determine external relations to other religious and secular
organizations and movements.

At this semi-annual meeting of the Governing Board we:
1. Met and deliberated for the first time using a video conference format.
2. Reviewed and received governance reports from President Stephen Kendall and the Standing Committees of the Governing Board.
3. Adopted the 2019 audited financial statements and appointed Graham Mathew Professional Corporation as the auditor for 2020, taking note of the financial challenges foreseen for 2020 and beyond.
4. Received an affiliate application from Canadian Baptist Ministries and discussed the membership application from the Community of Christ.
5. Reviewed and received program reports from General Secretary Peter Noteboom and the program bodies of The Canadian Council of Churches and its peace research institute, Project Ploughshares.
6. Participated in a Bible study led by members of the Ad Hoc Youth Committee: JoAnne Lam (ELCIC)
and Michael Wagenman (CRCNA).
7. Decided to receive the substantially revised by-laws and governance protocol for Project Ploughshares
and take the next steps toward adopting them in November.
8. Shared faith stories related to our experiences of the COVID-19 pandemic.
9. Mandated the General Secretary to integrate an over-arching theme of being Christ-centred with a focus on five themes of joining and inviting young adult engagement, practicing faith sharing, meeting local networks, striving toward just intercultural community and telling our stories into the 2021-24 strategic program plan.
10. Named the gift sets and capacities we need in the President and Vice-Presidents for the next triennium
of 2021-24.
11. Met with and questioned The Honourable Jean-Yves Duclos, Treasury Board President and The Honourable Filomena Tassi, the Minister of Labour on the role of religious communities in promoting public health
and providing services to those affected by the pandemic.
12. Celebrated the completion of the 2019 Annual Report and program highlights of the past 6 months.
13. Confirmed the Governing Board’s intention to meet in Quebec City in May 2021, pending public
health developments.

The next meeting of the Governing Board is scheduled for November 25-27, 2020, Queen of
Apostles Renewal Centre, Mississauga, Ontario, pending public health developments.
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Church of Christ Development Company

Business Item 20-05I

ANNUAL INFORMATION REPORT

REPORT TO STAKEHOLDERS – AUGUST 2020
To Stakeholders of Church of Christ Development Company Ltd.:

"Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and
song. For the LORD is the great God, the great king above all gods."
~ Psalms 95: 2-3 NIV
We are pleased to provide updated information about the operations of Church of Christ
Development Company Ltd. (CCDC). Thanks to our donors over the years and the Lord’s
blessing for their financial commitments.
We are happy to report CCDC is currently assisting 19 Canadian Restoration Movement (RM)
churches with 28 low interest capital loans, along with loans to 29 other Christian churches.
Following our 2013 ecumenical expansion, we began a focused partnering with two other
affiliations: Vision Ministries Canada (VMC), the Fellowship of Evangelical Baptists in Canada
(FEB) and in 2020 added the Anglican Network In Canada (ANiC). Our staff continues to
provide tremendous support through all stages of the capital projects.
CCDC’s board of Directors reduced the interest rate from 3% to 2.75% last November. This will
cover the entire first 5-year term of any loans made in 2020.
In addition to lending services, we continue to provide
•
•
•

Matching donation grants to RM camps
Workshops on several topics, including stewardship campaigns
Articles to help churches work through a variety of administrative or practical issues.

The CCDC board of directors approved the re-branding of the organization. We look forward to
a new and improved look. The Board is in the process of considering helping one or more
additional affiliations with low interest loans.
We appreciate and solicit prayers, support, and involvement from all stakeholder churches for
the ministry of CCDC. Since 2009, we have taken our Annual Information Meeting on the road
to RM churches, including Calgary, Charlottetown, Toronto, Grande Prairie, Halifax, Niagara
Falls, Calgary, Milton, Surrey, Butt's Corner and Calgary.
The COVID-19 pandemic has adversely impacted many churches through service disruptions
and lower revenue. We have offered reduced or deferred payments during the pandemic
assembly ban and to-date, 13 of our 48 outstanding partners have chosen to take advantage of
this program.
Sincerely,

CHURCH OF CHRIST DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LTD.

BLAIR CAMERON, BOARD PRESIDENT

KENNETH RUKIIDI, GENERAL MANAGER
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2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of The
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada Incorporated

DOCKET
Meeting Date : Saturday, September 12, 2020 3pm EST
Online
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2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada, Incorporated
AGENDA
3:00 – Roll Call – Members and Proxies CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) IN CANADA
3:10 – (AGM 20-01) Approval of Minutes of 2018 Annual General Meeting.
3:20 – (AGM 20-02) Ratification of Board Actions
3:30 – (AGM 20-03) Financial Statements
3:50– (AGM 20-04) Auditor’s Review and Financial Reviewer’s Report
4:00 – (AGM 20-05) Election of Financial Reviewers for 2020
4:05 – (AGM 20-06) Election of Directors and Officers
4:15 – (AGM 20-07) Election of Nominating Committee
4:30 Adjournment

Call to Order

Moderator Ann Stainton

Roll Call of those present
All People’s Church
Broadway Disciples United Church
Brush With the Spirit : Danah Cox
Campbell-Stone United Church: Jim Chinnick
Chalice Christian Church
Eglise Evangelique Mahanaim De La Rive Nord
Evangelical Missionary Church of Prayer
Hillcrest Christian Church: Fred Dizon Hubert Reece
Mapleton Church of Christ (Disciples): Carrie Shea
McKernan Christian Church: Ed Stover

Vivienne Robinson
Sarah Leitch

Christine Wheeler (Proxy)

Doug Avram
Mark Stover (proxy)
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Milton Christian Church: Crow Eddy

Peter Fountain

Janet Fountain

Paradox Collective: Andrew Hill (not present at roll)
Parole de Vie / Word of Life Church
Q Faith Community: Jennifer Watts

Bethany Love-Ulrekson

Saint Thomas Christian Church
Somos Uno Christian Church
Sugarbush Christian Church: Awit Marcelino (not present) Wendelin Galatianos
Summerville Christian Church: Mary Dahr
West Gore Church of Christ: Debbie Weatherhead

Angus MacDonald

Nancy Doane

Winger Church of Christ (Disciples): Kevin McDonald

Carolyn Hamming (not present)

Wyndholme Christian Church: Elizabeth Nickerson

Bruce Hemming

Linda David

Board Members
Janet Anstead
Danah Cox
Roy Dungca (not present)
Peter Fountain
Shirley Francis (not present)
Jennifer Garbin
Brenda Grundy (not present)

Russell Prime
Hubert Reece
Carrie Shea
Ann Stainton
Ed Stover
Carolyn Vaughan
Debbie Weatherhead

Clergy
Joe Driskill
Stan Helton
Jane Pekar
Benjamin Kidd
Robert Steffer

Terry Tribe
Darlene Brewer
Rachel Frey
Ray Cuthbert
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Approval of the Minutes of the 2019 AGM Meeting

AGM 20-01

Annual General Meeting of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada
Saturday, August 17, 2019 @10:00 am
MINUTES
Meeting opened @ 10:05 am
Open with prayer - Jen Garbin
Approval of the agenda

Moved: Janet Anstead Seconded: Darlene Brewer

Roll Call – Members and Proxies
All People Christian Church
Broadway Disciples United Church
Brush with the Spirit
Campbell Stone United Church
Chalice Christian Church
Evangelical Church Mahanaim North Shore
Christian Church of the Pentecost Missionary Prayer (Disciples of Christ)
Hillcrest Christian Church
Hubert Reece, Ann Stainton (Clergy)
Proxy: Joe Driscoll (Clergy)
Mapleton Church of Christ
Janet Anstead (Clergy), Carrie Shea
McKernan Christian Church
Ed Stover (Clergy)
Proxy: Stuart Fraser (Clergy)
Milton Christian Church
Q Faith Community
Sugarbush Christian Church
Jen Garbin (Clergy)
Summerville Christian Church
St Thomas Christian Church
West Gore Disciple Church
Debbie Weatherhead
Proxy: Ada Frank (Summerville), Shirley Francis (Milton)
Winger Church of Christ
Word of Life
Wyndholme Christian Church
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Darlene Brewer (Clergy)
Approval of the Minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting
• February 15, 2018 – “Mover/Seconder” oversight corrected
• Review done, report (?) – Debbie to check it out
• Corrections: Under Roll Call - “Jon Daniel” should be “Jean Daniel”; “Joe Prescott”
should be “Joe Driscoll”
Moved (with corrections): Janet Anstead Seconded (with corrections): Darlene Brewer
Review and Acceptance of Reports
Regional Minister
Moderator
Vice Moderator
Area Presidents – Maritime, Central, Western
Commission on Ministry
Staff Relations Committee
Youth Coordinator
College of Churches of Christ – no report
Women’s Inter-Church Council – no report
Disciples Pension Fund – verbal information given by Todd Adams at Board meeting (August
16, 2019)
Trustees will provide report from last meeting to Board
Moved: Carrie Shea Seconded: Janet Anstead
Ratification of the Board actions
Moved: Debbie Weatherhead Seconded: Hubert Reece
Financial Statement
No Financial Statement at this time (not finalized because of proximity of AGM with year-end)
– reviewed as they stand by Board
Jen Garbin asked re why report couldn’t be done by AGM (done in past by AGM) –
Debbie Weatherhead to check with April Burrows
Janet Anstead to check with April Burrows re reviewer
Auditor’s Review and Financial Reviewer’s Report
Discussion re review “vs” audit – refer to Board to finalize/clarify
Election of Financial Reviewer for 2019
Janet Anstead to check with April Burrows for clarification
Election of Officers
Moderator - Ann Stainton
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Vice-Moderator – Roy Dungca
Treasurer – Debbie Weatherhead
Secretary
Discussion re availability/responsibilities/others to ask re position
1. Janet Anstead offered to fill position for one year with Executive acting as Finance
Committee, until Board fills position of Treasurer and Finance Committee Chair
Moved that Janet Anstead assume responsibilities as Board Secretary for 1 year
Seconded by Debbie Weatherhead
Carried
Moved: Janet Anstead Seconded: Debbie Weatherhead
Carried
Election of Nominating Committee
Discussion by Jen Garbin re Board being Nominating Committee
Suggested that if Board acted as Nominating Committee for 1 year, representatives
could assist with discovering those with skills for this
Suggestion made that Ann Stainton be Chair and delegate responsibilities to
Jen Garbin
Ann Stainton mentioned Nominating Committee report from AGM 2018 was
incorrect (terms incorrect) and need to be corrected before moving on with
committee
Moved that Ann Stainton assume responsibility for Nominating Committee Chair and Board act as
Nominating Committee
Moved: Darlene Brewer Seconded: Janet Anstead
Adjournment @ 10:42 am
Close in prayer
Respectfully submitted Ed

Ed Stover
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Ratification of the Board Actions

AGM 20-02

Regional Board Meeting Minutes
August 5, 2018
Present: Jen Garbin, Rachel Frey, Debbie Weatherhead, Janet Anstead, Ann Stainton, Brenda Anger,
Darlene Brewer
Regrets: Peter Fountain
The meeting started at 1:35 pm. Jen opened with a prayer.
Darlene was welcomed as a new member of the Board as Secretary. Ann was welcomed as our new
Moderator.
Jen suggested it would be best to meet bi-monthly. The decision was made to meet the fourth
Thursday of the month for the Regional Board meeting.
We discussed the plans for the Beloved Community initiative. Jen is planning to put together a team
that would meet monthly to discuss accountability, plans, and goals around creating this program for
our region and materials and resources for congregations. If people would like to be part of this
initiative please present your name to Jen. Darlene spoke about being interested in creating a
workshop on ‘Love’ in the coming months, as a resource for the program and initiative. Rachel
suggested she would like to be part of the team for the development of the Beloved community.
Debbie suggested she and I work on gathering a team in the Maritime region to start discussing how
to share the idea and put plans around developing activities.
Janet suggested that the major focus of October meeting of the Regional Board would be finances for
the Region.
Jen will talk with Jean-Daniel concerning supporting his creation of a music program for children in
the neighbourhood of his congregation. Jen will arrange for donations of instruments to be sent or
brought to Montreal.
There is a need to establish Chair positions on the following committees:
Pastoral Relations
Committee on Ministry
Rachel is considering taking on the position of Chair of Pastoral Relations. Jen will ask Hubert Reece
to Chair the Committee on Ministry. Janet will remain as Chair of Finance.
Jen spoke about the purpose of the Pastoral Relations committee for the position of Regional
Minister. We discussed various understandings and concluded the committee needs to provide,
accountability, and supportive critique (when needed) to also consider growing edges for the person
in this position as Regional Minister. The Executive will make a final understanding of the specific role
CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) IN CANADA / ÉGLISE CHRÉTIENNE (DISCIPLES DU CHRIST) AU CANADA
2020 Business Meeting and AGM Docket – REVISED/REISSUED OCTOBER 1, 2020

58

of the committee. It has been decided that Jen can appoint the people she would like to have on this
committee as support for her in this position as Regional Minister. Rachel made a motion that Jen is
empowered to create her own pastoral care committee for support reasons. All agreed. Motion
carried. Jen will communicate to the Board whom she has chosen.
Jen stated that new members on the Board and all members will receive a Director’s handbook.
Debbie and Jen will work on creating a resource base for the New Moderator, Ann Stainton.
Signing Rights
Brenda is able to stay on as signing officer. Janet and Ann will be signing officers for the Region. Jen
will also be a signing officer once the paperwork is done.
Debbie made a motion that Ann would be signing officer for the Regional Board. Janet seconded. All
were in favour. Motion carried.
We need information from the members of the Board:
Names, addresses, mailing addresses, phone numbers, dates of birth.
Jen mentioned that new people on the Board need to have anti-racism training. She will arrange this
and is arranging training for pastors in Maritime region.
Debbie closed the meeting with prayer at about 3 pm.
Respectfully submitted, Darlene Brewer

Email Vote – Reimburse Noel Suministrado
Thursday, September 13, 2018 7:12 PM
From: Ann Stainton
To: rm@canadadisciples.org, me, Janet, Darlene
Moved by Debbie Weatherhead, Seconded by Janet Anstead that a one time only reimbursement of
75% of costs up to $500 for Noel Suministrado to attend the Commission on Faith and Witness of the
Canadian Council of Churches in Ottawa in October.
Darlene Brewer agreed.
He seems very interested in the Disciples so he will be a very good representative to this
Commission. The members of this Commission work very hard and produce excellent resources.
He will need to submit receipts of his expenses.
Thank you for bringing this to our attention. Ann
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Regional Board Meeting Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada
September 27, 2018
Meeting opened with devotions: Rev. Dr. Jen Garbin
Members participating: Janet Anstead, Danah Cox, Ryan Mckeen, Hubert Reece, Ann Stainton, Peter
Fountain, Debbie Weatherhead, Jen Garbin, Russell Prime, Shirley Francis, Darlene Brewer
Regrets: Rachel Frey
Approval of the agenda: Janet moved for approval of the agenda. Peter seconded. Agenda is
approved.
Approval of the Minutes of August 5, 2018 – Debbie moved acceptance of the minutes. Janet
seconded. Minutes approved.
Welcome to the new and returning members of the Regional Board of Directors
Ann formally welcomed Dana, Ryan, and Darlene as new members and all returning members for
their commitment to, and support of, the Region.
Reports:
• Regional Minister – Jen Garbin
Jen submitted a written report. She highlighted 3 people who are under care in the process of
ordination. Her focus will be to establish better connections with our pastors. She plans to do
much more work on implementing the Beloved Community Initiative. Rev. Gus Macdonald has
retired recently. There is now a vacancy at Westgore. Rev. Justin Schwarz has taken a position
in Missouri. Jen has just returned from Ghana and South Africa with Global Ministries. She will
share her experiences and ways to support in the coming months. She will travel to the
Maritimes in late October and will hope for out travel out west to share news at a later point. A
report from Encounter will be forthcoming.
•

Treasurer – Debbie Weatherhead
Debbie reported she has been working on gathering necessary bank statements. She is
gathering information on statements on our investments. Janet will send needed information
on these statements on our investments. They will be sent to the Regional post office box. She
has revised the Regional remittance form. She needs information for ministers at Westlock
Christian Church. It’s important to note that we need to use revised forms for remittance rather
than the old forms. Peter will check with Vonna at Summerville on whether they have the
correct forms.

•

Youth Ministry – Russell Prime

Business Arising from the Minutes
1.
Financial Review – Debbie Weatherhead
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Janet transferred money from investments to the general account to cover operating expenses.
Debbie needs information on our financial status after convention and is wondering whether
she is responsible for any of those needs surround the Regional Assembly 2018. Is this the
responsibility of the organizing team at Guelph? Janet suggested that Sugarbush will do a
report and then Debbie will do a final reconciliation of that report. Debbie has contacted April
about initiating a financial review. In the past accrued funds have been used to balance the
budget. This seems like standard practice that does not require board approval. It would be a
good idea to make this policy. Debbie will start a draft for this policy.
2.

Building Beloved Community – Jen Garbin

Jen gave a brief overview on the idea of Building Beloved Community. It has come out of our
mission and vision from the last Board meeting. There are 3 goals. They are related to
communication strategy, lay leadership, and renewing our new church policy. A lead question
will be, “What is the purpose of the church?” we are called to be the just community. It is a
living framework. “What is a child of God? What is our call?” Not a program but a framework
for what we already do. Please share resources and ideas that you have! Variety on the concept
is wonderful.
3.
EAP Invoice – Debbie Weatherhead
Debbie received an invoice from them for $936.00 U.S. funds. This amount has been paid. We
spoke about seeking a Canadian service provider and more affordable service for support for
employees. Russell will look into other options. It will be good to share this resource with
pastors and let them know it is available to them. Russell will have information for our next
meeting. Jen will send out emails to pastors with a link to this service available to them.
4.

House of Prayer finances – Debbie Weatherhead

See attached note. Debbie read this note. We had provided $1,000 per month for salary
support and $1,500.00 per month for school program support. There has been no follow up
from concerning the situation and Jen has not received any information. Jen suggested we
suspend any further financial support until we have spoken with Lucien Mezidor, pastor of this
Montreal congregation. We will find out more information before providing any further
support.
5.
Review day of the week for bimonthly meetings
We are suggesting Wednesday evenings for our further Board meetings, continuing as the 4th
Wednesday of every second month. The next meeting will be November 28th, followed by
meetings in January, March, May, June or July, September.
6.
Chairpersons for the Region Committee Structures
For the committee structure Sarah Leith is no longer on the Finance Committee and Debbie
Weather head is now on it. Committee chairs will contact the committee members to ensure
they are still interested in serving. Hubert and Ed will co-chair the Committee on Ministry. Jen
suggested the Executive and some other interested people will be the new Visioning committee
and include a major focus on the Beloved Community Initiative. We will suspend the New
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Church and Ministry committee for now. Other committees will continue as usual. Regional
Minister and Moderator are members, ex-officio, of all committees and Ann and Jen would like
to know times of meetings and dates. Committees will need to report to the Board on a
quarterly basis.
7.

Information required by CRA

Current members of the Board for this past year are required for this report to CRA, May 2017
to May 2018. Please provide your personal information if this applies to you. Please see email
requesting this information.
New Business
1. Request for Travel Pool of Women’s Ministries – Janet Anstead
Office of Disciples women assessed what is required for women to travel to meetings. Janet
asked for a motion that we pay the suggested travel pool. She moved that we accept this
amount of $50.00. All were in favour. Debbie Stewart is the new Canadian representative as
Janet Fountain has resigned.
2. Policy for Ecumenical expenses

Note of change in policy:
Amount should be .40 per kilometre. Debbie will send a new form. The $2,500.00 is the total
amount available for use. We are changing the wording to “Therefore a total of $2,500.00 will
be included in the budget to support attendance at meetings of recognized ecumenical
organizations, according to the following guidelines...”
“75% of expenses to a maximum of $500 per person per year will be covered.”
Remove third item.
Debbie and Peter will go over this item and suggest wording at the November meeting.
No. 7 and no. 1 can be added together.
3. Joel Escalante’s resignation

We acknowledge the resignation of Joel Escalante. Peter motioned acceptance, with regret, of
this resignation. Debbie seconded the motion. We will consider a new member for this position
at the next meeting.

4. Review 2018 Nominating Committee report to clarify the terms of office

The Board has been charged with setting up the Nominating committee. Please consider who
might be appropriate to stand on the Regional nominating Committee for 2019.

5. Proposal for members of the next regional nominating committee

Tabled for next meeting
6. Review minutes of February 15, 2018
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Moved by Janet Anstead and seconded by Ed Stover that we accept, with regret, the
resignation of Sarah Leitch as Treasurer effective August 31, 2018. Debbie expressed gratitude
for the hard work Sarah had put into the daunting task of taking over the Treasurer’s duties.
Ann thanked everyone for their involvement. Jen closed with prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Darlene

Regional Board Minutes November 28, 2018
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada
Meeting opened with devotions: Jen Garbin. Reflections on letting go and embracing a new way in
order to know our purpose better as a church, followed by prayer.
Members participating: Ann Stainton, Peter Fountain, Janet Anstead, Hubert Reece, Jen Garbin,
Darlene Brewer, Ryan McKeen, Shirley Francis, Danah Cox
Regrets: Rachel Frey, Russell Prime, Roy Dunca
Approval of the agenda: Agenda is approved as presented and one addition. No report from the
Committee on Ministry in response to Janet approved agenda. Peter seconded. Motion carried.
Approval of the minutes of September 27, 2018
Correction of Sara Leitch’s name. Motion to approve minutes with one spelling correction. Debbie
moved. Hubert seconded. Approved.
Reports:
Regional Minister – Jen Garbin
Jen submitted a written report. she will be heading to Ottawa and Montreal. Jen is meeting with
Andrew Hill concerning the Disciples of Christ in Canada and interest in starting a new church.
Transvocational ministry. He’s been connected with Hope Partnership.
Administration – How can we better communicate with the churches? Jen is asking for people who
might work with her about better Communications strategy.
Jen is asking for support in taking up some administrative tasks. We might want to look into hiring
a part-time administrative staff person.
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Jen’s contract is up in 6 months. The Pastoral Relations committee needs to gather and have
conversation about the state of the contract. Jen prefers to have that done no less than 4 months
in advance. There is no current Chair of Pastoral Relations. Ann will follow up with Rachel as to
whether she will stand as Chair. A new perspective could be good. Janet is willing to serve as Chair
if needed. Ann will also contact Dana as a possibility.
Finance Committee – Janet Anstead
The Finance committee report was sent in a document. It is a work in progress. Janet wants to
highlight a few sections for our review:
Index – Operations – includes the consideration of the contract of Regional Minister
Statements on wills –
• Chapter 7 – funds held in trust. It will be important for people to review this section carefully.
We need further insights into the content and meaning of that area.
• Money for special designations
• Week of Compassion
• X Plor program
It would be good for all Board members to review Chapter 7 and consider it for next meeting. It
would also be good to get input on Regional programs. Can we review them to make sure they
reflect what we would call regional programs? Is the language sufficient or does it need to
change? Do we want money that comes from the churches in use of congregational development
to be used by the congregational revitalization fund?
New church ministries involves work of the regional minister or new programs and funds may be
held over, if unused, for later use. College of churches of Christ in Canada used to be under this
category but now is not. People seem in support of the wording as is. Peter noted the handbook is
very complete and very helpful. Thanks to all those involved. We acknowledge the work of April
Burrows, especially.
Please send any specific suggestions on the document to Janet and Debbie.
Treasurer – Debbie Weatherhead
Jen highlighted the importance of the Christmas offering.
Peter raised questions about how funds get managed from the U.S.
Debbie moved the acceptance of the report. Shirley seconded. Motion carried.
We need to record Debbie as a signing officer for the corporation. Janet Anstead is continuing as a
signing officer for the Region. In addition, Debbie Weatherhead, as Treasurer, is approved as a
signing officer. Peter Fountain made a motion to approve Debbie Weatherhead as a signing officer
for the Region. This motion is seconded by Shirley Francis. All approved. Motion is carried.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) IN CANADA / ÉGLISE CHRÉTIENNE (DISCIPLES DU CHRIST) AU CANADA
2020 Business Meeting and AGM Docket – REVISED/REISSUED OCTOBER 1, 2020

64

Youth Ministry – Russell Prime – written report was sent
Maritime Area Report - Shirley Francis submitted a report
Ontario Area Report – Ryan submitted a report
Western Area Report – no report submitted
Debbie made a motion to approve the reports as received. Shirley seconded. All in favour. Motion
carried.
Business Arising from the Minutes
Financial Review – Debbie Weatherhead
April and Debbie are in the process of getting information on financial questions. Report should be
done by Friday.
Building Beloved Community Initiative
Jen gave a report. She will gather a team of people to explore and implement a plan for the
Beloved Community Initiative. Marjorie, Rachel, and others will work with Jen in this effort. If
anyone else is interested please let Jen know. Jen presented on the topic at Maritime area
recently and will travel to Ontario and churches out West in the next few months. She asks that
Board members review the Otto Schumer article and will send it out to all members. This is the
basis of some of work on Beloved Community. Over the next few months pastors will work with
their congregations and hopefully help to identify strong lay leaders (one or two in each
congregation) who will be able to work with these ideas and support the initiative.
Policy on Ecumenical Funding
Thank you to Debbie and Peter for the revisions to the policy. Janet made a motion to accept the
policy as revised. Danah seconded. All approved. Motion is carried.
EAP Update - None
Electronic Motion regarding Vancouver Church Fund
This motion was made electronically and is recorded in our notes. The results were 10 in favour
and 1 abstained. The motion is thus:
Motion:
Therefore, on behalf of the Finance Committee, I am making a motion that the undesignated
funds known as the Vancouver Church Fund be used to cover our operating deficit. See notes.
Moved by Janet Anstead, seconded by Debbie Weatherhead. Result of electronic vote: 10 agreed,
1 person did not respond.
New Business:
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Report from the 2018 Assembly Planning Committee – attached. Next regional assembly will be in
Winnipeg 2020.
Partnership with Canadian Universities
University chaplain at McGill has asked support from the Disciples in terms of entering into a
partnership with the chaplaincy at the university. This would be an official recognition of the
importance of this ministry work. Debbie made a motion that we add our support, as Disciples of
Christ in Canada, to the ecumenical chaplaincy at McGill. Janet seconded the motion. All in favour.
Motion is carried. Jen will draft a letter of support.
Request for support with mission trip
Janet requested funds in support of youth from Mapleton Christian Church for an upcoming
mission trip to Cuba in May 2019. Hubert made a motion that we give $200 per youth, with 6
youth in attendance from Mapleton Christian Church, in support of the mission trip to Cuba in
May 2019. Peter seconded. All approved. Motion is carried.
Time for Board of Directors’ meeting to begin
We had a discussion about the best time and decided we will have the next meeting at 7 pm
Eastern, 8 pm Atlantic.
Date and time for next meeting
Next meeting will be 7 pm Eastern, January 23rd.
The meeting closed at 10 pm Easter time.
Submitted by Darlene Brewer

Minutes of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada
January 23, 2019
Present: Hubert, Ann, Jenn, Peter, Roy, Janet, Shirley, Debbie
Jen opened with devotions.
Agenda: Ann reviewed the agenda. Moved the acceptance of agenda as slightly amended by Janet
seconded by Shirley. Carried
Minutes: Ann then reviewed the Minutes of the Electronic Motion regarding the Vancouver Church
Funds and the Boundary Training Funding. Moved by Peter seconded by Shirley that the Minutes be
accepted. Carried.
Ann then reviewed the Minutes of our last Meeting of Nov 28 sent out prior to the meeting Moved
by Janet, seconded by Hubert that the Minutes be accepted. Carried.
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Regional Ministers Report presented by Jen. She asked for some feed back on the question of what
we want/need from her as our Regional Minister. A discussion ensued. Jen thanked the Board for
their comments.
Finance Committee – no report. At the next meeting the Finance Committee will be reviewing the
draft Policies and Procedures Handbook.
Treasurers Report – The balance sheet was reviewed. For next meeting the Treasurer and Finance
committee will provide a comparison between this year and last years giving’s from the
Congregations.
Area Reports
Maritime Report - Shirley’s report was distributed.
OACC Report - Ryan said nothing to report
Western Fellowship Report - Rachel also had little to report. The Western Fellowship did meet by
email and approved an emergency loan to McKernan Christian Church.
Other Committee Reports
Committee on Ministry - Hubert gave a verbal report. Some of the activities undertaken by the
Committee include: a request for information from the Ministers Assistance Fund; 3 candidates being
supported in their discernment and education; distribution and collection of the Ministerial Standing
Forms. The Committee has also arranged for Clergy to receive Boundary Training on January 26 8 am
– 4:30 p.m. It is a Webinar format with supporting materials to be sent out shortly. The Committee
has also adapted a ‘360 evaluation tool’ based on the core competencies which will be henceforth be
used with candidates for ordination as well as being used to help the candidates after ordination in
their first years of ministry. Hubert thanked Jen for all the assistance and direction she has provided
the committee.
Business Arising from Minutes
Building the Beloved Community – the team has not been able to meet due to commitments from the
individuals who expressed interest. Other voices at the table would be appreciated as Jen is trying to
get something out to the congregation by Lent.
Board of Directors meeting time - it was agreed that next meeting will be at 7 p.m. EST.
Board of Directors Meeting/AGM – to be held at the OACC Camp Grounds on Aug 14 – Sat 17.
(General Assembly is in July). Ann will book the venue.
2020 Regional Assembly. The suggested dates are Aug 13-16 or 20-23. These dates accommodate
Disciplefest in the Maritimes (Aug long weekend) and Maritime & OACC Camps in July. NAPAD will
not be having an assembly in 2020.
Canada Food Grains Bank has sent the Board a fundraising letter. We decided to not give ongoing
support, but we will stand ready to respond in the event of a catastrophe.
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2019 General Assembly - There was discussion about the possibility of a Canadian Booth at General
Assembly. Moved by Janet, seconded by Peter that we explore the possibility of renting a Canadian
booth at General Assembly in July 2019 up to a cost of $1200. Carried.
Pastoral Relations Committee - Janet has agreed to be the Chair of the Pastoral Relations – Rachel,
Shirley, Ryan and Ann are also on that committee.
Assistant to the Regional Minister – Moved by Janet, seconded by Hubert that the Board hire an
Assistant to the Regional Minister for up to 10 hours a week (annualized) at an hourly rate
appropriate to experience. Carried. Debbie will start the process with input from Jen.
Next Meeting March 27, 2019 at 8 Atlantic, 7 Ontario, 6 Central, 5 Mountain.
Adjourned 9:26

Regional Board Meeting March 27, 2019
Minutes of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada
Rev. Dr. Jennifer Garbin opened the meeting with prayer
Present: Hubert Reece, Darlene Brewer, Carrie Shea, Debbie Weatherhead, Danah Cox, Shirley
Francis, Russell Prime, Ann Stainton, Roy Dungca. Rev. Dr. Jennifer Garbin.
Regrets: Rachael Frey, Janet Anstead, Peter Fountain
Ann thanked Hubert Reece for volunteering to take the minutes, congratulated Darlene Brewer on
her recent marriage and welcomed Carrie Shea as the President of the Ontario Assembly of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) OACC.
Resignation: Ryan McKeen resigned in February as the Ontario President.
Motion to accept the resignation: Moved by Shirley and seconded by Debbie. Motion carried.
Ann sent a note of thanks to Ryan on behalf the Board.
The position of Ontario President was accepted by Carrie Shea
Resignation: Darlene resigned as secretary of the Regional Board, however, she will stay on as a
board member.
Motion to accept the resignation: Moved by Danah, seconded by Shirley. Motion carried.
The Agenda. The Agenda was accepted with 2 items added under New Business.
The appointment of a secretary for the Regional Board
The new church plant in Ottawa
Moved by Carrie Shea, seconded by Darlene Brewer. Motion carried
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The Minutes January 23, 2019.
Motion to accepted. Moved by Debbie, Seconded by Shirley. Motion carried
Electronic motion – March 13, 2019.
The motion that was made by the executive, to assist the minister in Winnipeg with travel expenses
to attend the Commission on Faith and Witness Spring meeting in April.by reimbursing travel
expenses to a maximum of $500.00 as per the Board policy was moved by Debbie and seconded by
Roy. This motion was unanimously carried by the executive.
Moved by Shirley, seconded by Darlene to ratify the motion of the executive. carried
Regional Minister report.
(Presented by Jen with the following highlights)
Committees are doing really well - is satisfied with the finance team - the website is coming along
nicely, redesigned a few things and hoping to finish by the end of next month - doing well with the
year book report, now at 86%, and working to achieve 100% by the end of the month - new
missionary going out in the field, Rachael Pallet is working with Global Ministries and going for 3
years to Jamaica, this means that we have 3 mission coworkers out in the field, 2 from Montreal and
1 from Guelph - working on a insert that should come out in a couple weeks’ time detailing the
meaning of full communion agreement with the United church, expected to be voted on at the
General Assembly in Iowa, this partnership is welcomed to honour the uniqueness, in regards to the
pastoral.
Met with Sugar bush now that they are back in full force after their 3 months sabbatical during the
middle of last year - they have gone back to their roots and have about 4 or 5 groups going, including,
a book study with the intention to open online, a men’s group, and an ecumenical singing group for
people who are not attached to Sugarbush.
Spent some time out west with Campbell Stone and sometime with McKernan, Winnipeg - both these
congregations are traditional type congregations, they are facing some interesting future - The 2Q
groups are led by 2 lay leaders and would like to send both lay leaders to boundary training at a cost
of $45 each. They are working with vulnerable populations and thinks that they should have some
insight into the intricacies of the pastoral role.
Motion: to send 2 lay leaders for boundary training at a cost of $90.,00 ($45x2)
Moved by Darlene, seconded by Debbie. Motion carried
Met with Westlock, the Paradox Collective on how to welcome them into the fold - developed an
Easter season study, a letter will go out to be put into the bulletin.
Finance Report; Distributed as prepared.
Treasurers report, presented by Debbie
Debbie is planning a finance meeting by the end of May to work on the budget - Finished with the
auditors - Working with remittance to Indianapolis by etransfer - Working with Janet to ensure
money goes where it’s intended to.
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Support money to Mahanaim church in Montreal that should have been stopped at the end of 2018
but was inadvertently sent to March 2019, (3 cheques beyond what was supposed to have been
sent). The board was asked for direction on what to do in this situation. It was agreed to consider the
extra money as a grant.
Motion was moved, “ to regard this extra money as a grant”.
Moved by Shirley, seconded by Danah. Motion carried
Committee on Ministry. Hubert reported that the committee is working with 2 candidates under
care. They are both in their final stage of discernment. The process is taking a little longer than
expected however, work is done to wrap this up as soon as possible. Jen mentioned that the
candidates are Darlene Brewer and Ben Kidd. She added that the committee is engaged with a couple
more people, Adelina Pecchia, who is planning to move to Kingston and would like to renew her
standing. And Terry Johnson who is working as a chaplain at the Windsor General Hospital. Thanks
were offered to all our clergy for getting their standing forms back in time. A total of 13 people
participated in the boundary training in partnership with the south west region. For those who were
not able to take it’s available at the upcoming General Assembly in Iowa.
Youth Ministry; Russell Prime reported that they had their NSCYF event with close to 20 folks at
Milton Christian church. They are looking at 2 other events. He mentioned that the integration of
going from camp to the assemble presents some challenge and wondered if it was necessary for the
youth to be included in the adult’s events. The discussion thought that there could be some benefit in
having the youths at the assembly. He was advised to have a conversation with the planning
committee.
Area reports;
Maritime Report – Shirley Francis – No report
Ontario Area Report – Carrie’s report as distributed
Western Area report – Rachel Frey- No report
Update on the 2020 Regional Assembly - Roy Dungca
Roy reported that he obtained information from Dr. Rev. Jen Garbin, and is in the process of
preparing and organizing the committees – he has placed a call out in his congregation for volunteers
– they are considering 2 options, 1. to utilize the church hall and 2. to use church basement for the
youths – more substantive information will be provided at the next meeting.
Update on the hiring of assistance to the Regional Minister - not yet confirmed.
EAP update – will be deferred to the next board.
Changed meeting time for the Regional Board meeting – it was agreed to start 7:30 p.m. Ontario time
Update on the Canadian booth at the General Assembly – it is approved since an invoice of $800 US,
was received for the cost of space for a Canadian booth.
Board of Directors, Ontario face to face meeting – to arrive Wednesday August 14 and leave Saturday
August 17 – advised to start looking at travel arrangement and book 21 days in advance to get the
best price. Those who need a credit card to use for travel expense should contact Rev. Dr. Jen Garbin.
The Hamilton airport mentioned as being closest to the camp ground.
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New Business
Early Bird registration for the GA – March 31, 2019
Women’s Interchurch Council of Canada (WICC) - Request for funds for the Women’s Inter Church
Council of Canada for an annual request of $500 or more. Michelle Chong is the Central
representative of WICC. Debbie mentioned that in the past this funding came out of ecumenical
work and suggested that it be handled in the same manner.
Motion was made: “ to grant $500 this year to the Women’s Inter Church of Canada”
Move by Darlene, seconded by Shirley, Motion carried
Secretary for the Regional Board - Ann asked for volunteers to take this position – it was agreed to
table this for the next meeting.
The new church plant in Ottawa:
There was a discussion regarding the legitimacy of this endeavour to support this church plant. Rev.
Dr. Jen Garbin expanded on her communication with them and the sense of the comfort she feels
going forward. She moved a recommendation to accept Paradox Collective as a church plant
congregation in formation. Enquiry of financial assistance was made and was told that in accordance
with our policy a grant of up to $50,000.00 can be obtained for this purpose. It was suggested to
make a 2-part motion.
Motion 1. To accept the application for the church plant”
Moved by Debbie, seconded by Roy. Motion carried.
Motion 2. That the Disciples authorize a $50,000.00, grant to be given to Paradox Collective, payable
in equal installments over 5 years, with the caveat that they remain with the Disciples for a minimum
of 5 years after the end of the grant period”.
Moved by Carrie, seconded by Darlene. Motion carried
Staff Relations Committee recommendations regarding the Regional Minister’s Contract –
The recommendation was focused on 3 items, 1. An increase in salary from $65,000 to $67,500.
(It was noted that there was no increase in salary since she took the position). 2. an amount of
$2,500. 00, to be paid on behalf of her heath benefit, (right now she has no health benefit). And
3. to be granted a 3-month paid sabbatical, for 2020, starting from January 1 to March 31, 2020.
All other paragraphs of the existing contract will continue with the following minor changes:
Under paragraph 1. b. I the Regional Minister shall report to the Moderator and the Area
Presidents that each Minister has indeed been contacted at least once a year.
•

•

Paragraph 1 will have an additional sub-paragraph ‘e’ which will be address Receiving
Support from the Board by having ‘check ins’ with the Moderator or other designate in
which matters of the efficacy of the support being received by the Regional Minister in
her/his ministry will be addressed.
Under paragraph 11 the Regional Minister will provide proof of insurance.
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*Proposed coverage for sabbatical: The administrative responsibilities shall be undertaken by the
Regional Administrator. The Pastoral responsibilities will be undertaken by ‘temporary’ Area Ministers
(designated by the Board) who will be compensated $50 per month plus mileage. The Regional
Minister shall provide a detailed plan for the coverage of all responsibilities to the Moderator prior to
the beginning of the sabbatical.
Motion: to accept the staff relations committee recommendations
Moved by Shirley and seconded by Debbie. Motion carried
Next meeting will be held on May 22, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. EDST.
Submitted
Hubert Reece

Regional Board Meeting
May 22, 2019
Minutes of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada
Rev. Dr. Jennifer Garbin opened the meeting with prayer
Present:Hubert Reece, Darlene Brewer, Carrie Shea, Debbie Weatherhead, Danah Cox, Shirley Francis, Ann Stainton, Rev. Dr. Jennifer Garbin, Peter Fountain.
Regrets: Janet Anstead. Rachael Frey, Russell Prime,
The Agenda.
The Agenda was accepted with 1 item added under New Business.
1. Jennifer rewriting of part of the Paradox Collective agreement.
The Minutes January March 27, 2019.
Correction of minutes, Jennifer amend her last report, changing the wording of the last sentence in
the first paragraph of her last report.
Motion to accepted amended minutes, with motion to be discussed in new business.
Moved to accept Minutes by; Debbie and seconded by: Darlene, motion carried.
Motionwas submitted by the executive regarding the property of McKernan Christian Church. May
19 on listing and selling their property.
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Moved by Shirley, seconded by Darlene to ratify the motion of the executive. carried
Regional Minister report.
(Presented by Jen with the following highlights)
Jen Garbin reports that the Canadian Council of Churches has been discerning the role of the church
in the future. She commented on the growth and diversity of the council. Three streams of concern
were nuclear disarmament, poverty reduction strategy, and ethics concerning gene research. Jennifer
also commented that the government was very receptive to hearing from the church. This is not only
because they recognized that the church has a lot of influence in the community, and also they saw
the church as "check" to help keep the government honest. Jennifer encouraged all to look at the
website not only to see what else they are up to, but also because it offers a range of resources and
materials that are useful to churches on many levels.
She finds the council very interesting, with many important topics being part of their discussion. She
also encourages more of us to serve on some of the Councils commissions.
Jennifer also spoke to her travel schedule. She plans to go to Port Elgin as an ecumenical guest and
meet with United Church to discuss the pending full communion agreement.
Then she will travel to Fellowship Sunday in Ontario, to meet with local churches there. She also has
plans to head out in June to meet with churches in Alberta and then out east to Nova Scotia.
Jennifer also raised the D.O.C. pension fund and the need for plans to put in place moving forward.
She said that changes might be in order, though there is no need for concern.
Jennifer also raised that she met with a small group of young activist pastors with the National Benevolent Association, which is predominately a U.S. group that in the past, dealt with homes for developmentally challenged seniors, etc. She commented that they had had a "speckled past" but have
reordered themselves and are looking to build relationships with Canada.
Jennifer says that the administrative assistant job has been posted, with thanks to Debbie Weatherhead and Ann Stainton for making that happen. She hopes to get the position filled soon.
Ann asked that the job for an assistant to regional minister be posted in our congregations.
Jennifer also thanked the board for the new contract she was offered at last meeting and looks forward to continuing her serving over the next three years.
Lastly, she advised that in October 5-6th there will be a celebration of the acceptance of the full
communion agreement with the United Church of Canada at Broadway Disciples church, and invites
all who can attend, do so.
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Financial Report.
Debbie commented that Profit & Loss report shows overall are down as of June 2018- April 2019 a
total loss of 86, 650, with each of the last two months seeing aprx 7,000 reductions.
Hubert asked about the relationship of open balance, and the amount listed. Debbie said that the
sums are a reflection of what we have committed to giving and what we actually have given.
Jennifer spoke to the monies that D.O.C. holds for Happy Family.
Hubert raised the monies that are being sent to the U.S., and Jennifer spoke to some reorganization
issues since Ms. Minnie's retirement, concerning monies being sent to the States
Ordination of Darlene Brewer.
Hubert made a recommendation as chair of the committee on ministry recommendation the ordination of Darlene Brewer.
The recommendation for ordination was unanimously by the board. Jennifer said she would send a
letter to the congregation confirming the decision of the Regional Board.
Darlene expressed thanks for the process and the support she has received. Her ordination service
was set for June 22, 2019 and is excited that Jennifer Garbin will be able to attend.
MARITIME BOARD PRESIDENT'S REPORT MAY 2019
Shirley said that she neglected to put in her report that Disciples Fest will be held on July 31-August
4th, with the theme being "Great is they Faithfulness."
Report from the OACC May 17, 2019
Carrie said she neglected to mention in her report about their mission trip in Cuba, where they are
helping out two orphanages.
Carrie thanked the council for its support.
Ann also spoke to the need to report the cost to get to the upcoming conference, and also to help
coordinate transportation, and make arrangements for accommodations as needed.
Ann also reported that the cost to Rev. Noel Suministrado to attend a Canadian Council of Churches
meeting, which was in Oshawa, and not Ottawa, thus was more than expected. He has asked for additional funding to cover his cost of travel, approximately $100.
A motion was made to approve reimbursement of additional amounts reflecting receipts submitted
by Rev. Suministradofor travel expenses.
Moved by Debbie, seconded by Shirley. Motion carried.
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McKernan Christian church, in 1977, turned the church over to the region. Thus, to expedite the sale,
it was decided that the best course of action was to have the executive meet and turn over authorization to the trustees of McKernan Christian church in order for them to act on our behave in the sale
of the property. This has been done, and the realtors said that their lawyers felt what we had done
was fine. But they said in Alberta it would be better, given the name change and that we are working
across provinces, that we turn over the power of attorney to them and allow them to work as our
agents in the sale.
The question we are being asked is, are we ok with turning the decision over to the executive board,
as reflected in motion below.
Motion to hand over responsibility, and of required actions concerning present emailed letter and
any further correspondence from Nicholl & Akers in relation of McKernan Christian Church sale will
be turned over to executive committee.
Moved: Carrie, seconded by Peter. Motion carried
PARADOX Collective
Peter commented that we need to be clear that the total commitment of $50,000 Canadian.
Motion to replace previous motion set forth from the March 17th meeting.
Motion... A grant of $10,000 for the 2019-20 year (from date of acceptance) be granted to Paradox
Collective. This grant can be applied for annually for up to a maximum of $50,000 total, provided the
congregation is still in good standing with the CC (doc) in Canada. Motion carried.
The next meeting will be held on August 14-17th at the conference grounds.
Respectfully submitted by Rev. Danah Cox

Motion regarding the property of McKernan Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in
Edmonton, Alberta
May 9, 2019
Moved by Ann Stainton, Moderator, seconded by Debbie Weatherhead, Treasurer, that:
1. The Region grant permission to McKernan Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) trustees to act on
behalf of the Region in the interest of listing and selling the property at Lots 11 and 12, in Block Seven
on Plan 244 HW, Edmonton, Alberta.
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2. The Region grant permission to the McKernan Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) trustees to
engage the services of a surveyor if needed in order to procure an accurate survey of said property.
Cost of survey to be covered by the Region, recouped after the sale.

Request from Rev. Dr. Jennifer Garbin regarding membership with the Canadian Council of
Christian Charities.
May 31, 2019
I am requesting that we take out a membership with the Canadian Council of Christian Charities.
This organization is able to assist us with a number of things including but not limited to: legal
support (or referral), assistance for our new churches re setting up with CRA, Human Resources
support (writing job descriptions, etc.), Policy downloads (they have a ton of them already
written), group health care (for me - cheaper/better than I can get on my own), potential pension
plan option (should we need it). The amount of registration is between $250-850 depending on
the size of the organization. Since we are under $100,000 in revenue, we qualify for the $250
rate. (Sugarbush Christian Church had a membership with the Canadian Council of Christian
Charities some years ago and it was invaluable as a new church, both for help w the CRA filings
but also for setting up policies etc.). Information can be found on cccc.org

Moved by Debbie Weatherhead, seconded by Ann Stainton that the Region purchase
membership in the Canadian Council of Christian Charities in the $250 plan.

Request for Reimbursement for Disciples Justice Action Network and Disciples Centre for
Public Witness (Janet Anstead)
May 31, 2019
At the end of April, I attended two days of meetings in Washington DC as a Board Member for the
above. I drove down to save money.
Could I be reviewed for the cost of my Hotel? It was $631.76.
I know we approved a policy for the representatives on our ecumenical committees. Would these two
committees qualify?
Move by Debbie Weatherhead, seconded by Ann Stainton that the Region cover Janet Anstead's
costs for attendance at the Disciples Justice Action Network and Disciple Centre for Public
Witness in the amount of $631.00, provided receipts are received and there are sufficient funds
in the Ecumenical Work budget allotment.

Motion to lend McKernan $20,000 as interest fee loan to be paid upon closing until sale of
property.
July 30.2019
I respectfully make the following motion:
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That the Board ratify the Finance Committee and Executive's decision to lend McKernan Church
$20,000 immediately as an interest free loan to be paid upon the closing of the sale of their property.
Moved by Janet Anstead, seconded by Debbie Weatherhead.

Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada ,
Disciples Conference Grounds August 16 (in anticipation of AGM)
Present: Ed Stover, Hubert Reece, Janet Anstead, Carrie Shea, Ann Stainton, Darlene Brewer, Debbie
Weatherhead, Jen Garbin, Russell Prime
Ann Stainton opened the meeting. As we have no Secretary, Janet Anstead agree act in that capacity,
Ed Stover will do it tomorrow for the AGM.
Jen Garbin opened in prayer.
Approval of agenda. In the New Business the agenda will be amended to include “internship and
executive assistant”. Approval of the amended Agenda moved by Janet Anstead seconded Hubert
Reece. Carried
Review of Minutes of May 22, 2019. Approval of Minutes moved by Carrie Shea, seconded by Debbie
Weatherhead. Carried.
Reviewed reports included in the docket:
Regional Minister reported a good year of growth in response to prayers.
Moderator’s report was distributed. Ann Stainton extended thanks to Jen Garbin and the
Board.
Vice Moderator’s report (14). The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada biennial
Regional Assembly is being planned for August 13-16, 2020. It may be held at Broadway
Disciples United Church in Winnipeg itself and we are considering billeting.
Motions arising from reports and motions ratifying previous actions of the Executive:
Motion that the deficit of 2018/2019 be covered by the Vancouver trust money. Moved by
Debbie Weatherhead, seconded by Janet Anstead. Carried.
Motion that the Region purchase membershipin the Canadian Council of Christian Charities in
the $250 plan. Moved by Carrie Shea moved we ratify this motion by the Executive, seconded
by Ed Stover.
Ratification of motion to Janet Anstead's costs for attendance at the Disciples Justice Action
Network and Disciple Centre for Public Witness in the amount of $631.00, provided receipts
are received and there are sufficient funds in the Ecumenical Work budget allotment. Moved
by Carrie Shea, seconded by Darlene Brewer.
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Ratification of motion by the Finance Committee and Executive's decision to lend McKernan
Church $20,000 immediately as an interest free loan to be paid upon the closing of the sale of
their property. Moved by Darlene Brewer seconded by Hubert Reece.
All motions carried
A discussion was held regarding the Full Communion with United Church of Canada – concerns that
have been raised have been with the open and affirming nature of the UCC. It will involve an ongoing
effort to educate people about what Full Communion means.
New Business
World council of churches delegate request. Tabled until next meeting
Celebration of the Full Communion planned for October 5/6 in Winnipeg. The event has
received funding from UCC, Council for Christian Unity. Moved by Janet Anstead seconded by
Debbie Weatherhead that we contribute $1500. Carried.
Motion that Moderator Ann Stainton’s travel to the above noted celebration will be paid by
the Region. Moved by Janet Anstead, seconded by Ed Stover. Carried.
Internship – tabled to next meeting
Recommendation by executive that Noli Alfonso be hired as Executive Assistant at $25/hr for
10 hr a week. Moved by Debbie Weatherhead. seconded by Hubert Reece. Carried.
Meeting Adjourned 1:05

Annual General Meeting of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada Saturday,
August 17, 2019 @10:00 am
MINUTES
Meeting opened @ 10:05 am
Open with prayer - Jen Garbin
Approval of the agenda

Moved: Janet Anstead

Seconded: Darlene Brewer

Roll Call – Members and Proxies
All People Christian Church
Broadway Disciples United Church
Brush with the Spirit
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Campbell Stone United Church
Chalice Christian Church
Evangelical Church Mahanaim North Shore
Christian Church of the Pentecost Missionary Prayer (Disciples of Christ)
Hillcrest Christian Church
Hubert Reece, Ann Stainton (Clergy)
Proxy: Joe Driscoll (Clergy)
Mapleton Church of Christ
Janet Anstead (Clergy), Carrie Shea
McKernan Christian Church
Ed Stover (Clergy)
Proxy: Stuart Fraser (Clergy)
Milton Christian Church
Q Faith Community
Sugarbush Christian Church
Jen Garbin (Clergy)
Summerville Christian Church
St Thomas Christian Church
West Gore Disciple Church
Debbie Weatherhead
Proxy: Ada Frank (Summerville), Shirley Francis (Milton)
Winger Church of Christ
Word of Life
Wyndholme Christian Church
Darlene Brewer (Clergy)
Approval of the Minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting
• February 15, 2018 – “Mover/Seconder” oversight corrected
• Review done, report (?) – Debbie to check it out
• Corrections: Under Roll Call - “Jon Daniel” should be “Jean Daniel”; “Joe Prescott”
should be “Joe Driscoll”
Moved (with corrections): Janet Anstead

Seconded (with corrections): Darlene Brewer

Review and Acceptance of Reports
Regional Minister
Moderator
Vice Moderator
Area Presidents – Maritime, Central, Western
Commission on Ministry
Staff Relations Committee
Youth Coordinator
College of Churches of Christ – no report
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Women’s Inter-Church Council – no report
Disciples Pension Fund – verbal information given by Todd Adams at Board meeting (August
16, 2019)
Trustees will provide report from last meeting to Board
Moved: Carrie Shea

Seconded: Janet Anstead

Ratification of the Board actions
Moved: Debbie Weatherhead
Seconded: Hubert Reece
Financial Statement
No Financial Statement at this time (not finalized because of proximity of AGM with year-end)
– reviewed as they stand by Board
Jen Garbin asked re why report couldn’t be done by AGM (done in past by AGM) –
Debbie Weatherhead to check with April Burrows
Janet Anstead to check with April Burrows re reviewer
Auditor’s Review and Financial Reviewer’s Report
Discussion re review “vs” audit – refer to Board to finalize/clarify
Election of Financial Reviewer for 2019
Janet Anstead to check with April Burrows for clarification
Election of Officers
Moderator - Ann Stainton
Vice-Moderator – Roy Dungca
Treasurer – Debbie Weatherhead
Secretary
Discussion re availability/responsibilities/others to ask re position
1. Janet Anstead offered to fill position for one year with Executive acting as Finance
Committee, until Board fills position of Treasurer and Finance Committee Chair
Moved that Janet Anstead assume responsibilities as Board Secretary for 1 year
Seconded by Debbie Weatherhead
Carried
Moved: Janet Anstead

Seconded: Debbie Weatherhead
Carried

Election of Nominating Committee
Discussion by Jen Garbin re Board being Nominating Committee
Suggested that if Board acted as Nominating Committee for 1 year, representatives
could assist with discovering those with skills for this
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Suggestion made that Ann Stainton be Chair and delegate responsibilities to
Jen Garbin
Ann Stainton mentioned Nominating Committee report from AGM 2018 was
incorrect (terms incorrect) and need to be corrected before moving on with
committee
Moved that Ann Stainton assume responsibility for Nominating Committee Chair and Board act as
Nominating Committee
Moved: Darlene Brewer
Seconded: Janet Anstead
Adjournment @ 10:42 am
Close in prayer
Respectfully submitted. Ed Ed Stover

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada Bimonthly meeting
Minutes for October 2, 2019
Present: Ann Stainton, Carrie Shea, Janet Anstead, Ed Stover, Deborah Weatherhead, Danah Cox,
Roy Dungca, Peter Fountain, Shirley Francis, Jennifer Garbin
Regrets: Hubert Reece, Darlene Brewer
Devotion: Rev. Dr. Jennifer Garbin opened with devotions centred around Amos understanding
about what it means to be a righteous people.
Welcome Noli Alfonso as Assistant Administrator for the Regional Minister as an observer. Started
around Sept 5.
Approval of the agenda by consensus.
Accept the minutes of August 16, 2019 Board of Directors’ meeting. Janet was the scribe. Motion to
approve the Minutes moved by Janet seconded by Debbie. Carried
Motion to ratify motion of August 29, 2019 regarding delegation of power to McKernan Christian
Church. Moved by Danah Seconded by Carrie. Carried
Reports:
Regional Minister – Jen Garbin
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Was in Winger, Ottawa paradox collective Pastors Andrew & Missy. The will be coming under
care of the Committee on Ministry. Also visited Montreal church which is doing well and the
Chaplain at McGill. Also gave us some updates on Juan and Juliana.
This weekend Jen, Ann and Danah are going to Winnipeg to celebrate the full communion
between the DOC and the United Church of Canada. It may be available on Facebook Live at
10:30 Central Time. JCP Campgrounds were hit hard by Dorian. The Week of Compassion was
involved in helping the cleanup – Peter shared that over 80 people participated in the cleanup.
Most of the buildings were undamaged but the landscape has been dramatically changed.
Treasurer – Debbie Weatherhead
The books have just gone out to the accountant now. We may need to consider changing the
year end/AGM time frame to make it more reasonable
Acceptance of Treasurer Report moved by Debbie and seconded by Carrie. Carried.
Business arising from the minutes: None
New Business:
Request from Scott MacIsaac suggesting that we contribute $1000 of the Canadian Council of
Justice and Corrections as DOC was a founding member. Motion that we approve a contribution
to $1000 to the Church Council of Justice and Corrections which will be reviewable annually.
Moved by Janet and seconded by Shirley. Carried.
Request from Paradox Collective – they do not have a charitable status yet so cannot give
receipts. There arose a discussion which concluded that as they are a congregation in formation
(see Minutes of March 27, 2019) then we can accept funds on their behalf as well as give receipts
as long as the money is designated for the general purposes of growing the church. No motion is
needed as this falls under our responsibilities as we nurture this church plant.
Request from Sarah Leitch - Sarah is attending a camp gathering and asked for assistance with
travel expenses. OACC has already agreed to pay the registration. Motion that Sarah Lietch be
given up to $500 for travel expenses based on receipts submitted. Moved by Debbie seconded
by Carrie. Carried.
Discussion: reflections on right relationships
Danah all listed in his email. In addition a deep love and compassion for people and church.
Honesty and vulnerability. Creativity all recognized attributes.
Peter –all listed in his email. Reliable, dependable, hospitality, and always willing to pitch in
whether or not it is his task. Deep commitment to the church. Very detail oriented. Great sense
of humour.
Shirley – all listed in his email. In addition persistent, determined, always looking for the
principled ways to do things. Definitely a good worker – finds things to do. So involved in so
many things. Committed to her community. Gets things done. Speaks the truth even if
unpopular.
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Now turned our attention to the writings submitted reflecting right relationship. Many shared
their responses to the submissions:
Patterns
Being connected and a collaborative effort
God is at the centre of this all
That it is about sharing resources (feeding serving) and stories (inspiration, spiritual
development)
Being present
Spiritual Discipline
Love
Harmony
Growth – challenging assumptions, looking for opportunities, reinventing self
Moving out (together).
Positive and energizing.
Greater than the sum of our parts
Questions:
Relevance – what do we keep, what do we throw out
Inspirational
How we do church and how we can do it differently
Deeply rooted in a common shared understanding.
It is what Disciples do because we are more open to what we can be, open to different ways of being.
Couple ways forward suggested by Jen – cognizant of the idea that we have to do something. What
do we do with the questions that have been raised? Jen or Noli will start a Google Group to continue
this discussion online.
Date and time of next meeting – November 27, 2019, 7 p.m. EST
Meeting adjourned at 9:05
Signed (after approval by the Board)
_________________________
Janet Anstead
Sectretary

____________________________
Ann Stainton
Moderator
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Minutes of Regional Board Executive Meeting
November 26, 2019, at 8:00 PM EST
Members of the Executive, Jennifer Garbin, Ann Stainton, Janet Anstead, Debbie Weatherhead and
Roy Dungca, met via Gotomeeting, to discuss revisions and additions to the Financial Policy
Handbook. This was subsequent to a meeting on Oct 24, 2019 with April Burrows, Debbie
Weatherhead and Erin Walker from which a list of action items was produced.
The majority of items on this action list will be presented to the Board of Directors for approval as part of
the Financial Policy Handbook once completed.

A couple of items, however, require a formal motion and approval by the Board. These are in relation
to trust funds that have been the property of the Region for a long time and now require clarification
as to their purpose and use.

1. First London Church Fund – The history and original intent of this fund is unclear. Therefore, it is
the recommendation of the Executive that the Board affirm this fund will, in future, be administered
by the Board with no restrictions. The interest from this fund will go into the general operating fund
of the Region and the capital will be disbursed at the discretion of the Board of Directors in keeping
with the mission of the Church.
2. Toronto Funds – The designation of these funds as restricted or unrestricted is ambivalent. The
financial records of the past are unclear. Therefore, it is the recommendation of the Executive that
the Board affirm this fund as unrestricted to be administered at the discretion of the Board of
Directors.
Respectfully submitted by
Debbie Weatherhead,
Treasurer.

Minutes of November 27, 2019 Bimonthly meeting
I.

Devotion and Opening Prayer
Ann (Ann) Stainton, Moderator asked Jennifer (Jen) Garbin, Regional Minister to start the
meeting with devotion and opening prayer.
Jen presented a Certificate of Membership and Thanks from the Canadian Council of Churches
to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada as a founding member and for 75 years
and as founding member. The devotion reflected on our involvement in the Council realizing
that though we are small compared to other member denominations, yet we are consistent
and active. We have the ability to shift, change, reorganize, take new paths more quickly and
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efficiently compared to others who have to go through a well structured organization. We also
have the ability to speak to power that others just don’t have the opportunity. Jen made a call
to each and reflect as individuals as we are called by God to perform a specific function in the
world. As a church, being part of a global network working together to lift up, bring love, peace
and justice to our lives and the world. Because we know how to be small, we can sympathize
with individuals, small groups. To be an ally as we extend the grace that has been extended to
us.
II.

III.

IV.

V.

Board Members
Present:

Regrets:

Ann Stainton (Moderator)
Peter Fountain
Jennifer Garbin (Regional Minister) Shirley Francis
Deborah Weatherhead (Treasurer)
Russel Prime
Janet Anstead (Finance)
Ed Stover
Meeting Secretary:
Hubert Reece
Noli Alfonso
Danah Cox
Roy Dungca
Carrie Shea
Darlene Brewer
Approval of Agenda
Annpresented the Agenda and suggested that the following items be added to the under the
following items:
Biennial Assembly:To take up the document that Jen sent re the Theme and things for the
Biennial Assembly be brought and taken up at the same time in the Updates & Plans for 2020
Regional Biennial Assembly in Winnipeg by Roy Dungca
New Business:To talked about the Discussion Questions that Jen provided in her report
 Treasurer’s Report:Motions arising from the November 26 Executive meeting to be brought
to the Board for discussion and approval
Acceptance of the Minutes of the October 2, 2019 Board Meeting
The minutes of the of the October 2, 2019 meeting was presented for questions, clarifications,
acceptance and approval. A motion to Accept and Approved was Forwarded and Moved by
Janet Anstead and Seconded by Ed Stover
*** Voted Approved and Carried ***
Reports
 Regional Minister – Jennifer Garbin
(10 minutes)
An Attached report was provided by Jen listing the activities, involvements and groups met.
She then gave an update on upcoming activities before she goes on Sabbatical starting the
1st of January 2020.
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▪ To have a last congregational visit with Mapleton on December 1st and no more unless it
is an emergency or a specific issue that has to be dealt with.
▪ To have conversation with Pastors and Lay Leaders who were assigned per Area across
the country before leaving for Sabbatical.
▪ To finalize and send out the 2020 Ministerial Standing Forms.
▪ To revitalize our online presence, new contents in our website and social media
▪ Shared her Sabbatical details: Jen will be going to San Cristobal delas casas, Chiapas,
Mexico from January 13 to March 8, 2020. She will be with a group from Illinois – Illinois
Mayan Ministries and will be traveling/working with different peace initiatives in Chiapas,
an insurrection hot bed. Will be working with a mission co-worker Elena Juego, who was a
big help as she’s been there for 15 years. Will be renting an apartment near the Institute
where she will have an office and will be teaching English to the staff twice a week. On
weekends, will be going to little towns in the jungle, mountains to meet local church
groups. Hermain focus is on Mayan and Indigenous Spirituality and how they deal with
social and economic problems.
▪ For the Region concerns, in her absence it will be Ann for overall regional ministry and
Noli for administrative concerns.
▪ Jen will not be checking e-mails and answering phone calls for the duration of the
Sabbatical.
Discussions & Insights
Darlene asked for insights on how to respond to a question asked of her by a member:
▫ “How do we know if the church is growing?”
▫ “What is the state of affairs of the church in general?”

Jen gave an overview. It was a norm that our churches are not aware or do not know what
is happening in-with other churches and the Region. Information, news and updates were
getting stuck somewhere. Information was/is not be shared and acted on. Dissemination
of information is very critical for all of us.
One of the things we have done every year was to reach out to our congregations,
updating our churches with re to our region even as we asked for updates from every
congregations and each member. One of the ways we have done this was through the
Christmas Offering. Looking at the responses gave us a picture of how God is working and
growing the church and looking back three years we have:
▫
▫
▫
▫
▫
▫
▫
▫

Started three new congregations
Sent three mission co-workers in the field
Three ordinands (Darlene is one)
Two amazing camping programs
Two congregations that have decided to restructure and reorganize instead of closing
Active people in the Board
Hired an Administrator
Our books cleaned up
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▫ Our ecumenical involvement
▫ People in different committees of the Canadian Council of Churches
▫ Our involvement at the General Board level

These are the things that get us away with the numeric growth asking- “How many
Disciples are there?”
This year Christmas Offering letter will be coming out in the next week and it is our hope
that churches, will print it out, share it with members and organizations to make them
aware of what is happening in the Region and across Canada. Changes will be coming in
our website that will outline and reflect what is happening with the Disciples of Church in
Canada and we are hoping to be active in social media. So please keep an eye whenever
the Region sends emails with news and updates as well as request for updates and
support from the churches as these is where we can see our areas of growth and concerns
as well.
As for numbers, we won’t have them until we have the Book Reports by
January/February. As far as expectations, we are holding our own. But when we look at
other metrics such as:
▫ New Leaders going out
▫ New Opportunities for Ministry
▫ Revitalizing congregations, congregations who are reimaging/reimagining themselves
and finding new ways in doing ministry
▫ New congregations
▫ Effective administration
▫ Ecumenical involvement
These are some of the areas that we count and others we keep an eye on to gauge the
relative health of our ministry as we are going to count different things:
▫
▫
▫
▫
▫
▫

Lives transformed
People in leadership
New initiatives
Courageous steps
Not necessarily the people in the pews (bums in the pews)
And Not necessarily the dollars in the bank

 Treasurer – Debbie Weatherhead
(10 minutes)
Debbie presented the attached Financial Report. The reports are draft because there are
items not complete and will need clarifications and receipts are required.
▫ Brought up motions that came up during the November 26th Executive (Jen, Janet,
Roy, Debbie) meeting to the Board for approval.
▫ Updated on the progress of Financial Handbook that April Burrows is working on.
There are lots of things to be clarified and explained more clearly in the book that
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deals with finances. Hoping to present the Handbook for approval by next Board
meeting.
▫ Put forward two items that needs specific approval by the Board whether or not it is
restricted or not:
The First London Church Fund: The history and original intent of this fund is unclear.
Therefore it is the recommendation of the Executive that:
112719-01: The Board affirms this Fund will in the future be administered by the
Board with no restrictions. The interest from this fund will go into the General
Operating Fund of the region and the capital will be disbursed at the discretion of
the Board of Directors in keeping with the mission of the church
As there are no questions and oppositions and as the motion came from the Executive
and does not need to be seconded, therefore the motion is:
*** 112719-01: Voted Approved and Carried ***
The Toronto Funds: The designation of this fundare restricted or unrestricted is
???The financial records of the past is unclear therefore it is the recommendation of
the Executive that:
112719-02: The Board affirms this fund as unrestricted to be administered at the
discretion of the Board of Directors.
As there are no questions and oppositions and as the motion came from the Executive
and does not need to be seconded, therefore the motion is:
*** 112719-02: Voted Approved and Carried ***
II.

Business Arising from the Minutes
 Update on the 2020 Biennial Regional Assembly – Roy Dungca (10 minutes)
A Planning group was created composed of Jen, Ann, Roy, Noel & Noli to initially coordinate
and plan for the 2020 Biennial Regional Assembly. The group membership may be expanded
to include groups to be created by the BDUC and will meet once a month up to the actual
Assembly.
▪ Checked and explored different options venue:
▫ Broadway Disciples United Church
▫ Hotels near the church – downtown area
▫ Universities in Winnipeg: Canadian Mennonite University, University of Winnipeg,
University of Manitoba
▪ Looking at the quotes, the lowest was from the CMU
▪ Waiting for the Biennial Theme
▪ Organized Initial Local Team in Winnipeg
▫ Arrangement Team
▫ Planning Team
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▫
▫
▫
▫

Administrative Team
Marketing/Promotional Team
On-site volunteers: Transportation, Safety and First-Aid
To make an on-site visit in CMU to check the venue, facilities, conference and lecture
room, logistics, talk about the dates to confirm August 13 – 16, 2020 and to present it
to the Planning Group the next meeting.

Discussions & Insights
▫ Jen shared and would like to get the Boards opinion and approval about shortening the
days to three days to make it more comfortable, affordable for people to come, as
they would not take time off from work and will also help in the overall cost.
▫ The past Assemblies worked hard to get away from anything but mandatory business
and focused more on education, fellowship, worship, learning and visioning – the
future work of the church.
▫ Lecturer is Nestor Gomez, a Columbian-American pastor. Nestor have spoken at
General Assembly and focused on Social Justice
▫ Program team will be coordinated by Jen, Ann, Roy & Noel
▫ The two things we need to have consensus on are the change in the date, shortening
of the Assembly and the location and CMU was and is an excellent venue
▫ Discussion with re the shortening the Assembly looks agreeable
▫ A question was raised re the Clergy Retreat? Will it be before or after the Assembly.
• The dates have not been set and an email will be sent before Christmas
▫ Another event is the Encounter and considering starting at the same time as the
Assembly and have it run passed the Assembly.
▫ Jen reminded of the urgency of the Theme before leaving for Sabbatical.
• Discussions revolved around Habakkuk, Isaiah 42, Vision 2020, Connect 2020, Focus
2020 and some play of words – clarity, community, connections
• Jen reminded about the Google group - Canadian Disciples group and to continue
the discussion. Ask everyone not to just read but comment and contribute.
III.

New Business
 Recommendation for Area Ministers and other coverage during Jen’s sabbatical
▪ East – Debbie has been talking to people and it was recommended that the senior pastors
– Neil Bergman and Gus MacDonald will work as on-call support for the area and both
have agreed
▪ Central – Jen has been talking to Rick Myer who was honoured and agreed to step in
provided that he is provided with a list of To-Dos
▪ West – Roy met and talked to Pastor Ray Cuthbert but did not yet received a yes or no.
Will have another conversation again and to email Ann to be forwarded to the Board
▪ Ann - Pastoral matters, concerns and development and Ecumenical relations – Canadian
Council of Churches.
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▪ Noli - Administrative matters, filling up forms, website updates, social media, some
communications from the Board to the churches
 Canadian Representative to World Council of Churches
▪ There are three people who have indicated their interest to be the representative – Jen,
Janet Anstead and Darlene Brewer
▪ Discussion & Insights
▫ Debbie said, Jen has broad knowledge of the work of the World Council and other
ecumenical work in the Region and beyond. If Jen has the time, then she should
represent. Shirley agreed.
▫ Danah agreed as Jen has the broadest sense and knowledge, only if she has the time
considering her workload. It would be nice to have another face in the WCC as we
already have Jen in there and she knows what needs to be done to represent us in the
most purposeful and useful for what we are trying to accomplish.
▫ Jen acknowledged Danah’s question and view. It was always been her concern because
of funding and other things, it’s easier and it fits her travel schedule as she also sits in
the WCC Relations Committee. The Canadian Disciples has a seat separate from the US
Disciples on the Canadian Council of Churches, but we haven’t used the seat for a long
time. Janet has as much or more ecumenical experience, knows the people. The key is,
whoever has to go has to understand the level they are dealing, make the connections
we need to make, to glean information, and also to be able to report back to the
churches in a way that they will understand and appreciate what we are doing at that
level. That it would be great if Janet has the capacity and will also handover the seat at
the WCC Relations Committee so that she will have the connection at that level as
well.
▫ Darlene has withdrawn from the list.
▫ Danah would like to hear from Jen and Janet
▫ Janet said it is something she is very passionate about. Having been with various
groups, ecumenical, taught world religion and interfaith at the university. Interfaith
dialogue, ecumenical dialogue especially when social justice is part of the dialogue
then it is her passion. Even when she was still practicing law it was always about social
justice and community building approach. Recognized that Jen is as much equally
passionate and honestly thinkswith Jen we will be well represented. Would like to
represent if given the opportunity as they both have the passion.
▫ Jen was sorry to hear that Darlene withdrawn as she is as much passionate as Janet
and her. Her only concern for herself and Janet is do they have the capacity and
whatever they gain from the experience comes back home and gets out in a timely
manner as both of them have busy schedules. Would not mind to handover WCC
commitments as Janet have significant and probably deeper connections in the
ecumenical world than her. Would be more than happy for to nominate Janet to be
represent us.
▫ So far there were three (Debbie, Shirley, Danah) suggesting Jen, though Danah clarified
that he was not favoring anyone as all of three have attributes but was thinking more
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of how to distribute Jen’s load and if others who are excited and passionate and ability
to perform at the same level.
▫ Jen said it was always something that she wanted to do but would be happy to step
back and have Janet represent us and if she’s willing to take on the seat at the WCCR
that will be good. She then moved to nominate and seconded by Roy:
112719-03: Janet Anstead to represent the Disciples of Christ in Canada to the World
Council of Churches meeting in Germany in 2021. In the event that Janet cannot
attend then Jen will take her place.
*** 112719-03: Voted Approved and Carried ***
▪ Janet was excited and thank everyone for the opportunity

 2020 Ministerial Standing Form
▪ The 2020 Standing Form, pending Jen’s final review and approval should be out to all our
clergy this week and hoping our clergy can have the forms filled and submitted back
before the end of December.
▪ We are trying a different format. The form will be pre-populated with additional
parameters from before. This time our clergy will not have to fill-out all the details that
have not change and just change, update the information that has change.
▪ We will then have a database so we can manage and have updated clergy information

 Jen’s Reflection Questions
▪ Jen proposed in support of our work in the ministry. Looking back at the August meeting
we had excitement and momentum, solid conversation, mutually supportive of each
other. We went from having our own individual concerns into more of a “we” attitude.
We are into this together, we are committed to this, covenanting to do this together.
▪ One of the things that stood out in all of that – what it means to be in right relationship
and that is Spiritual Development – and really our work is Spiritual Development
▪ Consider, what if each week you took 15 minutes, gave 15 minutes back. This has been
my (Jen’s) advent practice for the last 15 years. I don’t give away something, I don’t take
back something. It’s usually time, because I don’t have enough of it.
▪ What if we committed as an advent practice to spend 15 minutes with the Google group.
To put some serious thoughts into one of those topics that is there.
▪ Asking for commitment as a joint spiritual practice. That 15 minutes a week we sit with a
topic in the Google group on our own and contribute something – essentially like a
journaling exercise.
▪ Can you commit to that to giving up 15 minutes if your own time to this work together? I
can’t force you to do it. But I am asking you to join me because I need to do it too.
▪ This is a continuing conversation from the last one around Right Relationship and we had
fantastic conversation and we had questions raised.
▪ The conversation should have us comment, dig apart, chew on the learnings we had to
distill more of what God is trying birth out of us
▪ What is noticeable in our conversations is that we draw from our own first impression
about what is happening - “I think...” or looking from out congregational experience -
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“West Gore does this...”, “Sugarbush does this...”. But what we need to do is to look into
our Areas, not the whole Region. To expand from our “I” , Congregational perspective to
be more collaborative, inclusive with the other congregations in our area, what might we
see, what do we observe, to look where God is working right now.
▪ As this will be her last Board meeting until April, Jen asked and expect for us to work on
this and hopes to see conversation in the Google group starting this week to before the
end of the year. Let’s ask and think about:
▫ What are the most important values?
▫ What’s in it not only for you or your congregation but for your Area?
▫ What comes out when we work together?
▫ What kind of things happen in ministry in your Area?
▫ What, where are the images, ideas, examples of growth and new things happening?
▫ When we are conversation with the people of our congregation, people outside our
congregation what are we observing about values, ministry, what are people talking
about?
▪ Jen acknowledged Danah’s comment that this should be a conversation, a discussion, an
exchange of ideas and figure out, develop a clear sense of what God is trying to do
through us.
▪ This is how we best serve he church. This is what it means to be in Right Relationship. To
be in conversation every week, everyday and actually started to flushed-out the bits and
pieces that she can’t see but pastors do see in their specific area.
 Proposal for a Website Roots & Wings
Janet presented the attached document Proposal for Roots & Wings
▪ A website intended to nurture, facilitate, and reinvigorate empower women’s ministry
▪ Looking for financial assistance based on money setup and paid out like reimbursement
to up $1,500
▪ Recognizing that this will be part of the ministry of the Region
▪ We consider ourselves to be “cheerleaders” not the “creator” so we we will be looking for
Bible studies, meditations, contributions from people across Canada.
▪ We are not excluding men rather we are focused on women
Discussions & Insights

▪ Shirley said she likes it and looks promising
▪ Danah said he loved the idea, logo, concept. Asked if it will be linked to the DoC website,
will it be curated, it seems it’s very diverse, broad – thin and wide as opposed to a few,
but deep and resonant. But, yes, it is awesome.
▪ Janet appreciates and acknowledged Danah’s observation and said that those are the
things were a product of brainstorming and assured that once development starts then
definitely, they will prioritize and as we see the participation. As for the link to the DoC
website, yes it will. It will also be ecumenical
▪ Debbie said it’s an excellent way to reach younger women
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▪ Ann asked if they are asking the Region for $1,500
▪ Janet clarified they are asking for a $1,500 budget line that they have access to. We
would like to submit receipts and be reimbursed up to $1,500, We don’t want to have
their own account, books.
▪ Janet forwarded a motion and seconded by Shirley and non-opposing:

112719-04: The Board will provide financial support to Root & Wings of up to $1,500
annually. This cost will be reimbursed to the appropriate individual upon submission of
receipts.
*** 112719-03: Voted Approved and Carried ***
The next Board meeting will be on January 27, 2020.

Noli Alfonso
Meeting Secretary

Rev. Barbara Ann Stainton
Moderator

Minutes of the Regional Board of Directors Bimonthly meeting: January 22, 2020
I.

Meeting opened with Devotion and Prayer
Ann Stainton led the Devotion and Prayer

II.

Members Participating
Hubert Reece, Peter Fountain, Carrie Shea, Brenda Grundy, Roy Dungca
Shirley Francis, Janet Anstead, Russell Prime
Debbie Weatherhead sent an email, will be late
Noli Alfonso – Note Taker
Regrets
Ed Stover– will join but may not be able to stay the entire meeting, Danah Cox
III.

Approval of the agenda
Shirley Frances moved the acceptance of the agenda. Seconded by Janet Anstead. None
opposed. Motion carried.
01/22/2020-01-001
Accepted and Approved the Agenda for the January 22, 2020 Board Meeting

IV.

Accept the minutes of November 27, 2019 Board of Directors Meeting
Corrections:
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1. The statement on page 2 under discussions and insights, second paragraph which reads:
“Information was/is not be shared and acted on.” Should read “Information was/is not being shared and acted on.”
2. It was noted that Shirley Frances attended this meeting although it states she sent regrets.
Carrie Shea moved to accept the minutes with these two corrections. Seconded by Janet
Anstead. None opposed. Motion carried.
01/22/2020-01-002
Accepted and Approved with corrections the November 27, 2019 minutes of the Board of Directors
meeting
V.

Reports:
As Debbie Weatherhead has not yet joined the meeting, Ann Stainton, Chair, proceeded to the
next item in the Agenda.

VI.

Business arising from the minutes:
1. Regional Assembly
Roy Dungca provided an update on the plans for the 2020 regional biennial assembly.
a) Unfortunately, the Canadian Menonite University is not available for the dates August
13 – 17. They offered August 20 – 22, which is too late in the month.
b) A new venue was chosen, the University of Manitoba and the confirmed dates are August 6-9, 2020.
c) The Board of Directors will arrive on the 6th., stay overnight and have the pre-Assembly
Board meeting on the morning of Friday, August 7th, and the Assembly will start with
opening worship that evening.
d) The Assembly dates will be August 7th, 8th and 9th
e) Room accommodations are reserved. Roy confirmed accommodations for 13-15 Board
members on Aug 6th.
f) Conference Rooms and Catering services are also confirmed
g) Documents will be submitted/sent to Ann re the Conference Rooms and catering
menus.
h) The University will give us the contract for signing in March.
i) An on-site visit is scheduled to check the facilities – conference rooms, break-out
rooms, discuss catering services, meals as well as accessibility. May not be able to
check the accommodations as they are still occupied by students.
j) The University of Manitoba, Fort Garry Campus is on the south side of Winnipeg.
k) A University map will be sent to the Board members
l) University Centre Building houses the conference, meeting and break-out rooms. The
accommodations are in the University College Residence.
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Ann Stainton asked for comments re the Assembly flyer and poster, which were designed by
Jen Garbin.
Comments were that it was well done and eye-catching.
Concern was raised about the shortened time frame for the Assembly, noting there is
only one full day for the convention. Ann Stainton provided the rationale for this – the
planning committee looked at the decrease in attendance over the past few conventions
and felt if cost was a factor, cutting the length by a day might make it more affordable,
i.e. one less night of accommodation costs. For general participants the Assembly will
begin Friday evening, with a full day on Saturday and closing worship at Broadway
Disciples United Church (BDUC) on Sunday. There is a possibility of providing a workshop
on Friday.
There was concern about the cost of traveling to the Assembly for only one full day of
events. A survey evaluation of the event was suggested as a means of determining
people’s satisfaction with a shortened Assembly.
Board members were asked to comment on information about Encounter, which was
circulated via email by Russell Prime.
It was noted the dates have change from Sunday to Thursday morning, August 9 – 13, 2020
Roy Dungca informed us that Pastor Noel Suministrado confirmed that the church (BDUC)
will be available on August 9-13 for the Encounter.
It was noted the date in the Encounter poster needs to be corrected, (should read Aug 13th
not 12th). Roy will email Russell to inform him of the okay from BDUC and the needed
correction to the poster.
Russell has asked that this not be shared at this time as changes may be made to it.

VII.

2. Update on the temporary Area Minister positions – Ann Stainton
Ann Stainton noted that on reviewing minutes of the last meeting, no temporary Area Minister has been confirmed for the Western Area. The suggested name at that time was Dr. Ray
Cuthbert, but he is unable to do it. Therefore, for information, Ed Stover will be temporary
Area Minister for the West.
New Business:
1. Secretary and Treasurer positions
The Executive have been in discussion re: the Secretary and Treasurer positions. It has been
agreed that these positions will change as follows:
a) Debbie Weatherhead will assume the Secretary position
b) Janet Anstead, with the help of Brenda Grundy, will assume Treasurer responsibilities.
At the request of the Moderator, Janet Anstead clarified the Treasurer shared
responsibilities:
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a) Janet and Brenda will act and work jointly as Treasurer and they will have only one
vote
b) Brenda has a more extensive background in bookkeeping while Janet has important institutional memory,having been on the Board for a number of years.
Carrie Shae moved that Janet Anstead and Brenda Grundy be named as joint-Treasurers with
only one vote. Seconded by Peter Fountain. No objections voiced. Motion carried.
01/22/2020-01-003
Accepted and approved that Janet Anstead and Brenda Grundy shall be Treasurer jointly and with
only one (1) vote
Subsequently Carrie Shae moved that Debbie Weatherhead be approved as Secretary; Shirley
Frances seconded. No objections voiced. Motion carried. Noli Alfonso will take notes during
the meetings and send these to Debbie.
Both Treasurer and Secretary positions will take effect immediately.
01/22/2020-01-004
Accepted and approved tha tDebbie Weatherhead shall be Secretary
2. Nomination Committee
Ann Stainton provided background on the Nominating Committee:
A. At the last Assembly, it was moved that the current Executive be asked to name the
Nominating Committee and empower it to act. What this meant was the Board will
be the Nominating Committee. This was discussed at the AGM in August. It is necessary to look back at previous Assemblies to determine the dates when people began
serving on the Board. Reference to the Handbook regarding the Nominating Committee gives the following guidelines:
1. The officers shall be the Regional Minister, Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Secretary
and Treasurer.
2. The Officers, with the exception of the Regional Minister, shall be elected by the
Convention of the Christian Church Disciples of Christ from the elected membership
of the Board of Directors.
3. The term of office for the Moderator and Vice-Moderator will be two years from
the close of the Convention to the close of the following Convention.
4. The term of office for the Secretary and Treasurer will be four years and they may
be re-elected for successive terms. (Ann interpreted this to mean the Secretary and
Treasurer positions can be held by the same people indefinitely. Janet Anstead stated that is correct.)
B. Upon review, the lengths of terms of the current members of the Board of Directors is
as follows:
a. Hubert Reece started in 2016 therefore 2020 is the end of his four-year term
but he is eligible for another four-year term.
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b. Peter Fountain started in 2016 as well and is eligible for another four year
term. Peter indicated he would prefer someone younger replace him as he has
served, over the years, a total of 20 years on the Board.
c. Debbie Weatherhead started in August 2014 and is eligible to come off in 2022
but as Secretary is eligible to stay on indefinitely. Debbie indicated she will continue to serve for another year.
d. Janet Anstead, as Treasurer, is eligible to stay indefinitely. She will keep the
Board posted as to her wishes.
e. Roy Dungca, Danah Cox, Darlent Brewer and Ann Stainton joined the Board at
the last Assembly (August 2018) are on their middle of their first terms.
C. Referring to the Canada Revenue worksheet, which lists all Directors, Debbie gave this
account of the date each member joined the Board:
1. Roy Dungca, 2018
2. Danah Cox, 2018
3. Carrie Shae, 2019
4. Janet Anstead, 2006
5. Peter Fountain, 2016
6. Ed Stover, 2019
7. Hubert Reece, 2016
8. Russell Prime, indefinite as Youth Coordinator
9. Darlene Brewer, 2018
10. Debbie Weatherhead, 2014
11. Anne Stainton, 2018
12. Shirley Frances’ and Carrie Shae’s names are not listed but it will be included with this year’s Canada Revenue return.
D. Carrie Shea, Shirley Frances, and Ed Stover are members of the Board because of their
positions as Area Presidents.
E. Each Area will need to make nominations as follows:
a. East – need to find replacement for Peter Fountain
b. West – since at least the 2018 assembly have been minus one participant. The
Area is entitled to three representatives plus the Area President. At present the
only reps are Roy Dungca and Danah Cox. There needs to be another person
nominated to be a member of Regional Board from the West
c. Central – is Ok with Hubert Reece, Janet Anstead and Ann Stainton.
F. Ann requested that nominations for these positions be provided at the next Board
meeting at the end of March. These will then be presented for ratification at the August Assembly, after which, the new representatives will join the Board.
G. Roy Dungca will communicate with Danah and hopefully will be able to come up with a
person by the next Board meeting.
3. 2019 Yearbook report
The Yearbook reporting is open on line and an information email will be sent soon. Yearbook
reports for each congregation must be completed by the first week of March.
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Noli Alfonso has sent an email reminder but so far only one congregation has reported.
Janet Anstead noted more questions are being asked this year and it has something to do
with multi-church survey. Debbie read from a letter received from the OGMP, “new this
year… there are some additional questions that may seem unfamiliar, the answers to these
questions are confidential and will only be share in aggregate form”. Debbie has not looked
to see what these questions are.
4. Encounter Flyer – Russell joined the meeting at this time and Ann took the opportunity to go
back to the Encounter information and flyer. She pointed out the date correction that Roy
noted. Roy also updated Russell re the BDUC confirmation that Encounter can use the
church.
a) Noli indicated the posters will be sent to the churches via email and encouraged the
churches to print as many as they want.
b) Russel Prime raised the question of extra insurance that may be needed for Encounter
as well as the Assembly. Roy Dungca will inquire with the financial person at BDUC. Janet Anstead will look at her notes from the Guelph Assembly re: insurance requirements.
VIII.

Treasurer’s Report – At this point we returned to the Treasurer’s Report and dealt with the following items:
a) Regina Avenue Fund – This is another fund for which the original intent is unclear. It
should have been discussed at the Executive meeting and ratified at the last Board meeting, along with the Toronto and First London Funds, but was missed. Debbie moved the restrictions on this fund be removed and it be used at the discretion of the Board. Seconded
by Janet Anstead.
The question was raised as to whether the Board has the right to remove restrictions. Janet
Anstead replied that a requirement to approach a court would not be triggered by any
action of ours. The restrictions being removed are those imposed by the Board when the
fund was established and not by the original source.
No objections voiced. Motion carried.
01/22/2020-01-003

Accepted and approved to clear restrictions on the Regina Fund and consider it unrestricted and to
be used at the discretion of the Board.
Issuing Tax receipts for donations made to a third party through the Region:
Janet Anstead has made inquiries with the Canadian Council of Christian Charities to clarify whether
or not we can give charitable receipt on behalf of another entity. Janet has not received an answer
and will follow up on this question. This has come up as an issue related to Paradox Collective.
Prior to the meeting, Debbie Weatherhead forwarded financial statements from Flow Office
Wisdom to the Board and she invited questions.
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Peter Fountain asked for breakdown of the income sheet, i.e. how much comes into the Region
from the churches and how is it designated, i.e. how much is for General Disciples Mission,
Week of Compassion, etc. He felt it would be good to have a breakdown on a separate sheet
informing us of money sent in from the churches and its specific purpose.
Ann Stainton requested the Treasurer team, Janet Anstead and Brenda Grundy, ask Flow Office
Wisdom to provide this.
Ann Stainton asked if there was other financial business to be discussed. There was brief
discussion, following a question by Russell Prime, regarding our investment portfolio with a
question of perhaps obtaining higher returns. Janet Anstead pointed out that we rely on a fund
manager such as Wood Gundy as we do not have the expertise to manage investment funds
ourselves. She assured the group the investment information is available to review and share
and will be included in financial reports in August.
IX.

Date and time of next meeting – March 25, 2020 at 7 p.m. EST

Rev. Barbara Ann Stainton, Moderator
Debbie Weatherhead, Secretary
Noli Alfonso, Meeting Note Taker

Bimonthly meeting of the Board of Directors, Canadian Region: March 25, 2020
I.

Call To Order
 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Ann

II.

Opening Devotion
 Led by Ann

III.

Board Members
Participating

Regrets

 Ann Stainton
 Janet Anstead
 Darlene Brewer
 Debbie Weatherhead
 Peter Fountain
 Carrie Shea
 Shirley Francis

♦ Ed Stover
♦ Roy Dungca
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 Danah Cox
 Hubert Reece
 Noli Alfonso (Note Taker)
IV.

Approval of the Agenda
 The Agenda for the meeting was presented and opened for additions, acceptance and
approval
03/25/2020-02-001
Accepted and Approved the Agenda for the March 25, 2020 Board Meeting

V.

Minutes of the January 22, 2020 Board of Directors Meeting
 The minutes of the January 22, 2020 Board of Directors Meeting was presented comments
and acceptance
 Moved by Janet and seconded by Debbie to receive the minutes as circulated. Carried
03/25/2020-02-002
Accepted and Approved the minutes of the Board of Directors meeting of January 22, 2020

VI.

Reports
 Treasurer’s Report – Janet Anstead
▪ The report was appreciated for the additional details with regards to Incoming Funds and
Expenses
▪ A moved to accept the report and seconded by Debbie. Carried
03/25/2020-02-003
Accepted and approved the Treasurer’s Report

 Regional Assembly Planning Committee – Roy Dungca
▪ Roy was in self-isolation but sent an email with update on the work of the Committee
▫ Received an email for the University of Manitoba. The contracts for the
accommodation, meeting rooms and catering services are still not finalized
▫ A question was raised as to what was going on right now and wants and update if we
are still going to continue the Regional Assembly
▪ Discussions:
▫ Even if the Covid19 Pandemic ends before the time for the Assembly, people may not
have vacation time or funds to spend to attend.
▫ With the indefinite cancellation of airlines, it is not possible to book flights for August.
▫ Considering all the developments with re to the Covid19 Pandemic, a consensus was
reach to postpone the Regional Assembly until summer next year
▫ It was noted that next year will be the General Assembly and that we still have to do
the AGM and how it will be held (Virtually or at the campgrounds or some other
method).
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▫ There are a lot of questions arising from the postponing of the Regional Assembly.
These will be further discussed in another meeting with Jen.
▫ There are no information from the Encounter Planning Committee. Ann to contact
Russell, Awit and Sarah
▫ Janet moved for the postponement of the Regional Assembly and seconded by Carrie.
Carried unanimously
03/25/2020-02-004
To postpone until next year the 2020 Regional Assembly in Winnipeg
VII.

Business Arising from the Minutes

VIII.

 Nominating Committee Report
▪ No updates from the Areas as none of the have names to suggest to fill the vacancies

New Business

 The report from Michelle Chong was received. Ann to relay the positive comments from the
group
 The request from the Women’s Inter-Church Council in Canada was presented
▪ Janet moved and seconded by Debbie that $500 to be sent to the WICC. Carried.
03/25/2020-02-005
To send $500 to the Women’s Inter-Church Council in Canada

 Discussion and reports from each one regarding the effects and strategies in their area
during the current emergency situation
IX.

Date and Time of the Next Meeting
 Everyone is open for an “Urgent” meeting before the next Board of Directors meeting to
discuss, iron-out and decide on issues with Jen
 Next Board of Director’s Meeting is on May 27, 2020 @ 7:00 PM EST

Debbie Weatherhead
Secretary

Rev. Barbara Ann Stainton
Moderator

Noli Alfonso
Documentation

Minutes of Regional Board Special Meeting: April 22, 2020 | 7:00 PM
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I.

Opening Prayer
 Jennifer Garbin opened the meeting with a prayer

II.

Members Participating
 Attending
• Ann Stainton (Moderator)
• Jennifer Garbin
• Deborah Weatherhead
• Brenda Grundy
• Edward Stover
• Hubert Reece
• Carrie Fisher
• Danah Cox
• Shirley Francis
• Peter Fountain
• Russell Prime
• Noli Alfonso (note taker)
• Janet Anstead
Sends her regrets but may join later

III.

Issues for Discussion
Ann Stainton called the roll, thanking the members for joining and stated the reason for the
Special Meeting:
1. The resignation from the Board of Darlene Brewer
2. The 2020 Regional Assembly, 2020 AGM and related matters

Discussions:
1. The resignation from the Board of Darlene Brewer
a) Darlene Brewer has submitted her resignation from the Board effective immediately
citing personal and professional reasons
b) Debbie Weatherhead moved to accept her resignation with regret, seconded by
Shirley Francis, none opposed – Carried
04/22/2020-SM-001 Accepted, with regret, the resignation from the Board of Rev. Darlene Brewer
2. The 2020 Regional Assembly, 2020 AGM and related matters
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A. The 2020 AGM
Discussion was held regarding the date and format of this year’s Annual General
Meeting. The Bylaws state it must take place within 90 days of the fiscal year end. This
time frame has, in the past, been too short a timeline for the books to be completed
and reviewed by an accountant. It was speculated that there may be some ability, due
to the pandemic, to extend this time limit.
It was agreed by the members present that a virtual AGM is the only option for this
year.
Danah Cox moved that we table the issue of setting the date for the AGM until we
have had a conversation with April Burrows, of Flow Office Wisdom, to find out how
much time they need to present complete financial statements. Seconded by Brenda.
None opposed – Carried
Janet and Brenda will communicate with April and follow up with the Board.
04/22/2020-SM-002
Accepted and approved
Table the issue of setting the date for the AGM until we have had a conversation with April of Flow
Office Wisdom to find out how much time they need to present and complete the Financial
Statements
B. Nominating Committee / Board Members
a) We are required, by law, to elect officers of the corporation each year at an Annual
General Meeting. To simplify the nomination process and reduce stress on the
Executive, who have taken on the responsibility of the Nominating Committee, it was
suggested we retain the same slate of officers for the coming year, except those who
wish to retire from the Board as per the end of their term. This will allow continuity
and the experience of the present Board members to guide us through the next
challenging year.
b) Positions that are currently vacant, one representative from theWestern Area, and
two from the Maritime Area, will be filled as soon as possible; names to be put
forward at the May 27th meeting.
c) A full nomination process will be resumed in 2021.
d) A date for the AGM will be determined and congregations will be notified regarding
delegates and proxies. The meeting will be open to any who wish to attend.
e) The question was raised as to how many Board members, whose term is ending this
year, are willing to serve for another year. Peter said he may consider serving another
year but not four years. Hubert is in the last year of his four-year term and is willing to
serve another four-years
f) Debbie moved that all current Board members remain for one more year. Shirley
seconded, none opposed – Carried
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04/22/2020-SM-003
Accepted and approved that each person on the Board be allowed to stand for one more year
C. Resolutions & Proxy Votes
a) Russell suggested we use a paper ballot/proxy online with names of nominees
listed.Russell will look into By-laws andthe process to do this.
b) The call for resolutions as well as delegate and proxy information will be sent to the
churches.
D. George H. Stewart Awards
a) It was agreed we should proceed this year with the George H. Stewart Awards as it will
be too long to wait until the next Assembly. There are numerous people who are
deserving of this award.
b) The qualifications for the GH Stewart Award were reviewed.
c) It was suggested we do this online, offering a platform and presentation opportunity
online where people can appreciate, witness and be aware of the contributions made
by the recipient. Then when we are able to be together we can give the proper
acknowledgment.
d) Discussion was held about the possibility of the Areas also providing formal
recognition of people who are dedicated to the church but are not working at the
national or international level.
e) Russell shared his experience with the Nova Scotia Camping Association and their
practice of giving local and national awards.
f) Peter suggested the names of those receiving Area awards be listed in the Assembly
docket, but the presentation be done at an Area function or at the local church.
g) It was agreed by consensus that we go ahead with the George H. Stewart Award at the
2020 AGM. The request for nominations for the George H. Stewart award will be sent
out with the notice to the churches.
E. In Memoriams for the Last Two Years
a) Congregations will be asked to give us a list of people who have passed in the last two
years.
b) We will publish the names of In Memoriams in the AGM docket.
F. Rotation of Assembly
• It was proposed that we cancel our Regional Assembly this year rather than
postponing for a year.
• The AGM will be convened and available online.
• We will have a special presentation day when people can sign in to see the Awards
and In Memoriams recognized.
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•

•

The possibility of offering an Assembly Week in place of the Assembly, perhaps a
series of online workshops, was mentioned but nothing will be made definite until we
see how our congregations are faring. This will be discussed further at the May
meeting.
Debbie moved we cancel the 2020 Regional Assembly and then go back into rotation
in 2022 in Winnipeg.
04/22/2020-SM-004
Accepted and approved

Cancel the 2020 Regional Assembly and then go back into rotation in 2022 in Winnipeg
IV.

Date and time of next regular meeting – May 27, 2020 at 7 p.m. EST

Debbie Weatherhead
Secretary

Rev. Barbara Ann Stainton
Moderator

Noli Alfonso, Documentation

Minutes of the Regional Board of Directors Special Meeting: June 25, 2020
I.

Prayer
Ann Stainton opened the meeting with a prayer

II.

Attendance
Ann Stainton
Janet Anstead
Carrie Shea
Debbie Weatherhead
Peter Fountain
Hubert Reece
Ed Stover
Noli Alfonso
Agenda
Ann Stainton gave an overview for the purpose of this special meeting, which is to discuss steps
forward in answering the call to action as an Anti-Racist and Pro-reconciling Church. There is no
agenda for this meeting.

III.
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reconciliation was written by Jen Garbin and circulated to all our churches, church leaders and
members of the Canadian congregations.
It was suggested we share the responsibility of the work involved, e.g. consulting with
organizations such as the Canadian Council of Churches (CCC), which oversees the Canadian
Ecumenical Anti-Racism Network (CEARNE), as well as Focus for Inter-Cultural Leadership and
Learning (FILL) to see what documents even workshops they may have that can help us move
forward.
Discussion, Assignments, Volunteers
1. Janet Anstead agreed to contact:
a. CEARNE re a document “Unpacking White Privilege” and other resources. Janet was a
former member of CEARNE and present rep to the World Council of Churches (WCC)
b. the Disciples Centre for Public Witness, a Canadian branch of which she and Rick Myer are
in the process of founding.
2. Debbie Weatherhead agreed to contact:
a. the United Church
b. KAIROS for resources
c. Shirley Francis, who may have some information about aboriginal/First Nations
3. Peter Fountain agreed to contact:
a. the Canadian Council of Christian Charities to see if they have resources
4. Hubert Reece provided a report to the May 27, 2020 Regional Board regarding a working
group to increase awareness of the UN International Decade for People of African Descent.
This group has asked the ask the Canadian Council of Churches to make anti-racism and
specifically anti-Black racism and IDPAD, a priority in its work. Hubert will see what resources
the CCC have.
Janet suggested (to Peter & Shirley) the Sisters of Spirit – the group that focuses on missing
and murdered Aboriginal Women.
Carrie Shea will:
a. look into what resources may be available within the camping world – counselors and
directors of camps.
b. Look for curriculum ideas, for camps or Vacation Bible Schools.
c. Carrie also reminded the group about acknowledging Indigenous Women's month
(October ?) and Black History month (February)
5. It was acknowledged that we need to examine our Policy, Procedure and By-Laws
documents to ensure our language reflects anti-racism and pro-reconciliation. Ann asked for
volunteers to do this. Hubert expressed interest in assisting with this. Ann will ask some of
the people who are not present at this meeting, Danah, Russell, and Roy.
6. Since we have missed National Indigenous Peoples Day, Janet suggested we provide some
material to go out to churches to recognize International Day of the Worlds Indigenous
Peoples, Aug 9.
7. Janet will produce some worship material to recognize this day.
There was discussion about ensuring diversity in age, sex, ethnicity on our Regional Board.
Peter pointed out that the form used by the Nominating Committee already includes
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information regarding diversity or men, women, lay members, clergy and minority groups.
8. Janet stated she and Jen are working together on a lay educational Certificate program and
are hoping the College of Churches can help fund it. She suggests there be some courses that
addresses language and cultural sensitivity.
9. Ideas were put forth regarding education sessions we’d talked about having in the summer.
It was suggested these might be provided quarterly or twice a year. Jen has been in touch
with the College and they will provide funds, which would have been used for the College
Lecturer at the Assembly.
10.
Janet proposed a reading list of suggested books could be distributed. She will compile
this.
11.
Hubert felt we need resources to help us better understand systemic discrimination
and defunding the police and what alternatives may be considered.
12.
Next meeting will be on – July 9th, 7 pm to 9 pm – two weeks before the Regular
meeting on July 22nd
Debbie Weatherhead
Secretary

Ann Stainton
Moderator

Noli Alfonso, Documentation

Minutes of Regional Board of Directors Special Meeting: July 9, 2020
I.

Meeting Prayer
Jen opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:00 PM EST

II.

Members Participating
Ann Stainton
Janet Anstead
Hubert Reece
Carrie Shea
Debbie Weatherhead
Ed Stover
Jen Garbin
Brenda Gundy
Shirley Francis
Russell Prime
Noli Alfonso
Regrets: Danah Cox

III.

Approval of the Agenda
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Presentation of the meeting’s agenda for additions, acceptance and approval. Moving forward.
IV.

Minutes of the June 25 Meeting
Corrections for the acronym CEARNE to CEARN
Janet moved to accept the minutes with the corrections for the acronym CEARNE to CEARN.
Seconded by Shirley.
07/09/2020-SM-001 Accept the minutes with corrections for the acronym CEARNE to CERN

V.

Business Arising from the Minutes
A. Reports of available Anti-Racism Educational Resources
1. Janet - got the resource “Unpacking White Privilege” from CEARN and will have it

available soon. She will also see if we can have more copies and will get an estimate for
the cost. Janet still has to follow-up with the Disciples Centre for Public Witness.
Debbie – Websites for the United Church of Canada and Kairos were found to have lots of
resources and well outlined. Debbie emailed Kairos but has gotten no response yet. There
are webinars and videos of interest on the following topics:
a. The Blanket Exercise – Kairos has temporarily suspended provision of facilitators for
this program due to COVID 19 restrictions. Janet informed the Board that she has an
electronic copy of the Blanket Ceremony and will share it. It would be nice to have a
presenter with cultural knowledge but it is not necessary as there is a leaders guide in
the resource and it is self-explanatory.
b. Migrant workers issues.
c. Royal Proclamation of 1763 – This is a YouTube video that talks about the treaties and
the lack of acknowledgment and follow through on them. It would be an interesting
presentation and discussion on traditional and unceded lands.
d. Debbie felt information and links to websites, YouTube videos, etc. could be added to
the bibliography of material Janet has agreed to compile.
2. Hubert – Was not able to contact the Canadian Council of Churches, but saw the webinar
“16 Action Hacks to Attack Racism”, offered by the New Church Ministry,
Disciples of Christ in Indianapolis.
3. Carrie – Contacted the Ontario Camping Association and was sent a list of resources and
social media websites to follow. There will be a series of webinars starting on July 16 on
Anti-Racism in the Outdoor Industry. She will send the link and info.
4. Jen – Working on a couple of things:
a. Drew Gillette is willing to do an Anti-Racism Online Workshop at the end of this month
and will confirm an exact date with Jen.
b. Melissa Danguecan from Hillcrest is willing to do a 2-3-minute video to explain many of
the terms related to racism and “Black Lives Matter”. She and Jen will meet to discuss
details.
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c. Jen has explored with Terry Hord Owens the idea of holding town-hall meetings here
in Canada to provide an opportunity for white people to meet and ask questions as
well as separate meetings, or caucuses, for people of colour to have honest and safe
conversations with each other. Jen related the General Ministry of the Church is
working with a consultant to ensure the process undertaken is proper and effective.
Jen requested this plan be shared with us so that a Canadian version can be
developed. Discussions:
1) Janet suggested we purchase leadership resources from the Canadian Council of Churches
and CEARN for each of our congregations and that we approach the College of Churches
to see if they are willing to fund/buy a set of these resources for each of our
congregations. Janet will research and develop a list of useful resources and the cost. Jen
will write the proposal to the College. It is important these be available in French as well
as English.
2) Jen commented that the work on our website continues and some resources are up on it
already. She recommends a section of the website dealing with the four priorities of the
church, one of them being anti-racism, pro-reconciliation, and that we focus on that
priority first. This will create a resource page people can go to rather than having to rely
on email to communicate resource information.
3) Janet added that it would be nice to have the resources shared to the congregations and
available to a wider audience – Sunday School Superintendents, etc. Jen commented on
the difficulty of getting information on who holds different roles within the congregations.
She and Noli are trying to figure out how to get resources to people in a timely manner
without overwhelming them with information. Resurrecting the e-Disciple, which will be a
short newsletter highlighting one resource each week, is being considered.
4) Janet suggested some information could come from other sources i.e. from a youth
perspective; perhaps she, Sarah Leitch, Carrie Sheaand Russell Prime could distribute
resource information.
5) The possibility of training people in each area to do the Blanket Exercise, would be a nice
way of sharing that particular resource, but should wait until COVID restrictions ease
more. In the meantime, we should be thinking of people from each area who might be
trained for this. Janet and Shirley would be the point persons on this.
6) Jen recommends we examine the Truth and Reconciliation Document (available online)
and look at the sections that talk about the church and what the church needs to do to
take steps towards reconciliation.The question is “If we are an Anti-Racist and ProReconciling Church then what does that look like?”. Janet suggested the program from
CEARN, “Let’s Walk Together”, developed in response to the Truth and Reconciliation
Report, be included in the list of resources for which we will request funding from the
College of Churches.
B. Suggestions from Jen re upcoming workshops, education sessions:
1. Anti-racism Workshop at the end of July.
2. The College of Churches will continue to sponsor a keynote speaker and the chosen College
Lecturer, Nestor Gomez is available to speak once in August and once in September.
Potential dates have been verified with him. His area of expertise is Social Justice especially
around race relations.
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3. A list of proposed dates for summer and fall events was distributed to the Board and is as

follows: Last week of July - Anti-racism workshop
Aug 9 - International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples
Aug 22 - Nestor Gomez (1st College Lecture)
Sept 12 - Canadian Regional Business Mtg & AGM (1p EST)
Sept 19 - Nestor Gomez (2nd College Lecture)
Oct 3 or 4 – Region’s Awards & In Memoriams
Jen asked if the Board felt this was feasible or too much.

Discussions:
Considerable discussion ensued:
1) It is a bit ambitious. Fall is a busy time with many unknowns.
2) We can’t change the August 22 and September 19 dates and the AGM has to be relatively
in that spot.
3) All of these are important and some people might find it too much to attend them all and
they will prioritize. So maybe there won’t be many attending the Awards and the InMemoriam
4) The Business Meeting and the AGM should be held the same day; the AGM is short and
the Business Meeting will be a long meeting – 2 – 4 hours with a break. Conceivably we
can also have the Awards and In-Memoriam together on the same day.
5) The last week of July is close, but we have Pastors who need the Anti-Racism Workshop in
order to keep their standing
6) The August 9th worship is not envisioned as a worship service, rather a liturgy available to
congregations. So that would not require an audience other than people in their
congregation to participate.
7) Is it possible for Drew to do his workshop in August or do the Awards and In-Memoriams
around that date so we take out the October date?
8) Until we have a date for the AGM, documentation cannot be sent to the churches. They
have to be given enough time to respond and we need enough time to confirm the
awardees are willing to accept the awards, and do the write-ups for the awardees. August
9 is only a month away and does not give enough time.
9) Also coming up is the 28th anniversary of the New Church Movement in the Disciples and
there is a specific request to celebrate the creation of new churches and we have a
substantial number of new churches here in Canada. Jen would like to recognize and
celebrate the work they are doing. Having an event around this time will be too much and
she suggested we can move this to November before Advent.
10) The date for the AGM and Business meeting, as well as Nestor’s dates, will remain
unchanged. It is the first two and the last event we must decide on.
11) Suggestions for the George H Stewart awards and the In Memoriams:
a. Can the awards be presented in each recipients Area?
b. Ask the churches to send us a picture of the individual and do a “taping/recording” like in
the “Oscars” and post it in social media – Facebook. Also becomes permanent record
c. Pre-tape the award presentations. Perhaps have the local pastor or someone local sit and
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interview them.
d. Keep the date the same as suggested (Oct 3rd or 4th)
12) Anti-racism workshop:
a. Is the last week of July too soon?
b. Drew Gillette is available July 25. We will have to see how many folks are available for that
date.
c. Can it be done in two parts of two hours each so that people who are working will be able to
attend? This will depend on Drew’s schedule.
d. Can this workshop be recorded? The preference for this kind of training is face-to-face. It is
important to have a conversation/dialogue and also protect the privacy of those taking
part. What is said during the session is very private and personal; recording it would breach
of privacy and confidentiality laws.
e. A recording of the material presented would provide a valuable resource that congregations
could use.
f. We need a motion to provide an honorarium to Drew for his services.
C. Janet Anstead moved we pay Drew Gillette $500 for the Anti-Racism Training preparation and
presentation. Seconded by Ed. Motion carried.
07/09/2020-SM-002 To pay Andrew Gillete an honorarium of $500 for the preparation and
presentation of the Anti-Racism Training on July 25, 2020
D.

Debbie – Moved to have the Regional Business Meeting and the AGM on September 12th, 1 PM
ESTSeconded by Janet
07/09/2020-SM-003 Approved to Set the Date for the Regional Business Meeting and AGM on
September 12, 2020 at 1 PM EST

We will do follow up work via email to gather resources and get the camping stuff out.
Jen will do a write up for the docket about the Region’s response to the call to be an Anti-Racist
and Pro-Reconciling Church, which will document these meetings and communicate to the
Region the actions the Board is taking.
G. Ann reminded everyone to have reports for the AGM Docket in by July 22.
H. Noli reminded the Board to provide pdf copies of available resources if possible and to ensure
there are no copyright infringements do these can be posted on our website.
E.
F.

Next meeting – July 22, 2020 at 7 pm

Debbie Weatherhead
Secretary

Ann Stainton
Moderator

Noli Alfonso, Documentation
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Minutes of Regional Board of Directors Special meeting to prepare for September 12, 2020
Business Meeting (In lieu of Assembly) and review AGM Reports: August 19, 2020
I.

Meeting opened with Devotion and Prayer
Rev. Dr. Jennifer Garbin opened with sharing, devotion and prayer

II.

Members Participating: Ann Stainton, Jennifer Garbin, Danah Cox, Brenda Grundy, Peter
Fountain, Carolyn Vaughan, Shirley Francis, Carrie Shea, Hubert Reece, Russell Prime
Regrets:
Ed Stover
Janet Anstead
Roy Dungca

III.

Approval of the agenda
The a special meeting to look only a the Reports that will be in the AGM Docket so Noli can
work on them.
Additional items for the agenda are:
1. Western Area Report
2. Ministry Assistance Fund – the Resolution coming from the Ontario Assembly
3. Regional Minister’s Report
Minutes of July 22, 2020
The July 22, 2020 minutes is received, circulated and accepted

IV.
V.

Reports:
a) Regional Minister’s Report
The Regional Minister’s Report focused on the effects of Covid. More in support, help and
prayer for and to the congregations, pastor’s, lay leaders. In addition, Jen sent an additional
Report Highlights in the Canadian Region and asked everyone for inputs by email
b) Moderator’s Report
Moderator’s Report covers and highlights one (1) year following the retreat last summer. It
is not in detail as not to repeat the Regional Minister’s Report. Ann asked for comments
inputs by email
c) Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Report will not be in until September from Flow Office Wisdom
d) Nominating Committee Report
The Western Area does not have any nominee yet but Ed and Danah is in conversation with
someone who is interested. Jen pointed-out the “demographics” part, explained that it will
be filled-in by the new Board asking if it is acceptable. The Regional Office is working
towards an efficient and acceptable information collection.
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e) Committee on Ministry
Hubert drafted a Report and will forward it to Jen to have a look at it and then submit the
Report
f) National Coordinator of Youth Ministry
Report submitted by Russell. No comments
g) Maritime Report
Report submitted by Shirley.
Debbie would like to add re West Gore and will send it to Shirley if it can be added
h) Ontario Report
Report submitted by Carrie. No Comments
i) Disciples Women
The Report was submitted by Michelle Chong. No Comments
j) WICC
The Report was submitted by Awit. No Comments
A question was asked whether the Board appoints a Representative to WICC as Awit’s term
is up to 2021. It was understood that the Board did not appoint but left it with the WICC
then inform the Board though the Board gives encouragement and support.
k) Western Area Report
No Reports yet from Ed. Jen to send email to Ed and Danah.
l) Ministry Assistance Fund (MAF)
Documents sent/submitted are the Resolution and Background Information and Ontario
Finance for the MAF. Did not include the information on the OACC By-Laws about the MAF
that needs to be looked into at the next meeting of the Board
Discussion revolves around the relationship between the committee and the Board that it
should be clearly defined. The Executive to look into it and consult with Carrie
m) George H. Stewart Award
Names received are:
Ron Dakin (Lambeth United)
Hubert Reece (Hillcrest)
Joe Driscoll (Mapleton)
Rick Myers (Mapleton)
Janet Anstead (Mapleton)

Ed Stover (McKernan)
Russell Prime (Milton)
Gus MacDonald (West Gore)
Gerald Clarke (Wyndholme)
John & Millie Dick (formerly Ridgetown)
Ann Stainton (declined)

08/19/2020 - SM-001
Peter moved to recognized the names submitted for the George H. Stewart Award at this
2020 Convention seconded by Shirley. None opposed
Jen to get in touch with people, some of the members of the Board to help get the
information we need about the nominees and will get in touch with the nominees to find out
if they are willing to accept in-behalf of the Board
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n) Others
a. A question was raised re the Anti-Racism Online Seminar if it was recorded.
The seminar was not recorded due to the nature of information shared but there will be
another Anti-Racism Online Seminar in the future.
b. The General Assembly for 2021 has been canceled.
c. There will be some changes to the Pension Fund in the future. The trustees are in conversation
(Russell, Janet, Jen) with regards to changes that may affect our pastors
d. Christian Church Development Corporation Report c/o Noli
Noli emailed Russell. Russell to follow-up with the CCDC and cc Noli
Noli also emailed the College (Elaine) and received two (2) minutes of their past meeting. To
asked for President’s report
e. The Coalition on Justice and Corrections
Jen has asked Scott MacIsaac and is supposed to give it last week, will follow-up. We have given
them funding. Ann asked for their report and have not received it
* Peter informed the Board that it will be his last meeting with the Board
* Everybody thank Peter for his wisdom, insight, guidance and service.
VII.

Date and time of next meeting – September 12 @ 1 p.m. (Pre AGM)

Deborah Weatherhead
Secretary

Ann Stainton
Moderator

Noli Alfonso (Documentation)
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Financial Statement

AGM 20-03

Not available at time of printing

Auditor’s Review and Financial Reviewer’s Report

AGM 20-04

Not available at time of printing
Retirement celebration for Rev Gus MacDonald, 2019

Worship with Somos Uno, Montreal, 2019

Commissioning new church pastor, Andrew Hill, Ottawa, 2020
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Recognitions
In Memoriam: August 2018 – August 2020
In loving memory of Canadian Disciples whose earthy life ceased since last we met. Their shared lives
of faith and witness are remembered by their congregation and us.
Broadway Disciples United Church
Benjamin H. Amaca
Emerenciana Monte- Aviso
Amelita Panganiban
Delia Corina Cruz- Alvarez
Maxima Cabrillas
Jayson Brylle Reynoso
Chalice Christian Church
Virgilio Santiago – July 28 2020
Guelph Christian Church /Sugarbush
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Betty Lambert – August 23, 2018
Hillcrest Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
Margaret Louise Miller – April 9, 2019
Anna Margaret Fountain – April 25,2019
Donald Starratt – May 29,2019
Jose (Joe) Flores Ong – August 8,2019
Armand Veneracion – August 28,2019
Rev. Thomas Fountain – Oct 26,2019
Jonalisa Arcillo – November 3,2019
Olga Blackwood – May 24,2020
James Neish – July 7, 2020
Mapleton Church of Christ (Disciples)
Marjorie Light – October 22, 2018
Doretha Rolland – November 26, 2018
Florence Stover – December 26, 2018
Howard Stover – January 2, 2019
Gladys Tisdale – May 6, 2019
Marilyn Woolford – May 23, 2019
Janice Myer – June 29, 2019
Jack Irish – January 11, 2020

Milton Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
Bernd Harold Walther – January 7, 2019
Lloyd Kent Lowe – April 28, 2019
Vincent Howard Oickle – May 29, 2019
Linda Lee Harrington – August 11, 2019
Charles Arthur Cooke – March 27, 2020
Phyllis Marie Leaman – August 4, 2020
St Thomas Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
F. Thomas Rutherford – April 17, 2017
Doretha Rolland – November 26, 2018
Edith Olson – December 27, 2018
Mary Eileen Player – February 7, 2020
Bob Clarkson – March 6, 2020
Donald Taylor – April 5, 2020
Tom Thomson
Summerville Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
Edna “Faustina” Wagner – Feb 6, 2018
Trudy E. (Lloyd) Freeman – April 1, 2018
Dan Lawson – April 6, 2018
Pauwlina Dexter – November 9, 2018
Alice Blanche Smith – February 27, 2020
West Gore Church of Christ
Marguarite Lloyd – April 2020
(continued on next page)
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Winger Church of Christ (Disciples)
Ernie May – March 6, 2018
June Powell – April 15, 2018
Aaron Zavitz – June 2, 2018]
Thomas Putman December 7, 2018
Gail Sabo – January 19, 2019
Lynda Zavitz – April 9, 2019
Duane Marr – August 23, 2019
Bernice McIvor – October 11, 2019
Leah Jinks – January 30, 2020
Janet Spicer – April 8, 2020
Andrea Kranyak – March 20 2020
David Freeman – March 20, 2020
Bonnie Stayzer – August 15, 2020

Wyndholme Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ
Vera Pearl Perry – April 2015
Gordon Douglas Robb – July 12, 2016
Madelyn Joyce Rose Frail – Dec 9, 2017
Sheila Aleda Putnam – May 3, 2018
Aleta Elizabeth Rea – Dec 9, 2018
Patricia (Brougham) – May 2, 2019
Margaret Pearl (Smith)Brown – Oct 28,
2019
Malcolm Macdougall – May 14, 2020
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George H. Stewart Award
The George H. Stewart Award is given in recognition of outstanding service and dedication to the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada.
The Board of Directors for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada created the George H.
Stewart Award in 1998, in order to recognize living individuals who have given years of outstanding
service and dedication to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada. It is given for years of
service (a decade or more) beyond the local congregation at the national or international level.
The Awards are presented at the All-Canada Convention, which is also known as the Regional
Convention of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada.
Congregations, groups, or individuals (including board members) may make nominations for possible
recipients of the award to the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors will make the decisions
regarding the offering of the Award. If the Board decides that there are no individuals who meet the
minimum requirements, then no Award will be offered in that Convention year.
The following is a list of criteria for the George H. Stewart Award:
•
•
•

Living individual who has made a significant contribution to the work of All-Canada
Years of service (a decade or more) beyond the local congregation or area; those years of
service having been at the national or international level
Years of outstanding service and dedication to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in
Canada

2020 George H. Stewart Award Recipients
We have been blessed with many good and faithful servants in the life of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in Canada. This year we honour the following:










Gerald Clarke, Wyndholme Christian Church (Dartmouth, NS)
Russell Prime, Milton Christian Church (Milton, NS)
Ron Dakin, Lambeth United Church (London, ON)
John Dick, Ridgetown Christian Church (Ridgetown, ON)
Millie Dick, Ridgetown Christian Church (Ridgetown, ON)
Joseph Driskill, Mapleton Church of Christ (Aylmer, ON)
Rick Myer, Mapleton Church of Christ (Aylmer, ON)
Hubert Reece, Hillcrest Christian Church (Toronto, ON)
Ed Stover, McKernan Christian Church (Edmonton, AB)

We will honour these good and faithful servants at an online event on October 4, 2020.
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George H. Stewart Award
Past Recipients
1998
Jean Gordon
Margaret Stainton Hutcheson Oliver W.
McCully
Alice Porter
Robert Shaw
Elmer Stainton Halsey
Wakelin Kenneth Wills
2000
Wilfred Cosman James
Henderson Dorothy Jefferies
Russell Legge
2002
Margaret McNeil
David LeWallace (Wally) Howlett George
Rawson
Fred Gordon
Mevin L. Bailey
2004
Minnie Rigg
Jean Miles-Howard Kenneth MacDougall
Albert Owen
2006
A. Elizabeth (Betty) Manthorne
Tom Fountain

2008
Stan Litke
F. Thomas Rutherford Keith
Simpson
Peter Fountain
2010
None Selected
2012
None Selected
2014
Stuart D. Fraser
Janet Fountain
Diane DeMoisey Steffer
Robert Wesley Steffer
2016
Dianne Rutherford
Jean MacArthur
Elaine Lyons
2018
Neil Bergman
Raymond Cuthbert
Minda Osias
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Directory of the
Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) In Canada
All People's Christian Church
Rev. Scott MacIsaac, Pastor
Charlottetown, PEI
Phone: 902.569.1203
email: islanddisciples@eastlink.ca
Broadway Disciples United Church
Rev. Noel Suministrado
396 Broadway
Winnipeg, MB R3C 0V6
Phone: 204.943.2658
email: broadwaydisciplesunitedchurch@gmail.com
www.broadwaydisciplesunitedchurch.ca
Brush With The Spirit
Rev. Danah Cox, Pastor
Calgary, AB
Email: bwtscalgary@gmail.com
www.brushwiththespirit.com
Campbell Stone United Church
2266 Woodpark Ave
Calgary, AB T2W 6E4
Phone: 403.708.PRAY (7729)
email: csuc@shaw.ca
www.members.shaw.ca/csuc
Chalice Christian Church
Concordia Santiago, Pastor
4850 Colombo Crescent
Mississauga, ON L5M 7P3
Phone: 905.569.1044
Église Évangélique Mahanaïm De La Rive Nord

Rev. Jean Daniel Francois, Pastor
5023 Boulevard Levesque Est
Laval QC H7C 1N3
email: jdanielfrancois@yahoo.fr

Église Pentecôte Missionnaires des Prières
(Disciples Du Christ)
Rev. Lucien Mezidor, Pastor
118 Conrad #1
Laval Des Rapides, QC H7N 4H9
Phone: 514.237-0177
email: lucien.minister@hotmail.com
Hillcrest Christian Church
Pastoral Team: Rev. Fred Dizon (Lead Pastor),
Rev. Ann Stainton (Associate Pastor)
2 Vaughan Road
Toronto, ON M6G 2N1
Phone: 416.654.0311
email: hillcrest@bellnet.ca
www.hillcrestdisciples.ca
Mapleton Church of Christ
Rev. Janet Anstead, Pastor
RR #7 Aylmer West, ON N5H 2R6
Meeting at: 47471 Mapleton Line, Aylmer
Phone: 519.765.2049
email: jmanstead@rogers.com
https://www.facebook.com/Mapleton-Churchof-Christ-879664095456143/
◊

McKernan Christian Church
Rev. Ed Stover, Pastor
Edmonton, AB
Phone: 780.977.7591
email: pastor@mckernanchurch.ca
www.mckernanchurch.ca
Milton Christian Church
Rev. Russell Prime, Pastor
280 Highway #8
Milton, NS B0T 1P0
Phone: 902.354.4950
Email: miltonsummerville@gmail.com
www.miltonchristianchurch.ca
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Église Parole de Vie/Word of Life Church
1225 Rue Ladouceur
Joliette, QC J63 3X3
Paradox Collective
Pastoral Team: Andrew Hill & Missy Hill
Email: hi@paradoxcollective.com
www.paradoxcollective.com
Ottawa, ON
Q Faith Community
Kelvin Webster, Lay Leader
Calgary, AB
Phone: 403.703.0405
Email: connect@qfaithcommunity.com
www.qfaithcommunity.com
St. Thomas Christian Church
451 Wellington St.
St. Thomas, ON N5R 2K5
Phone: 519.631.7490
Email: info@churchofthewhitecross.ca
www.churchofthewhitecross.ca
Somos Uno (Disciples of Christ)
Juan Carlos Rodriguez / Giuliana Rodrguez
Montreal, QC
Phone: 519-894-5721
Email: familiafeliz07@gmail.com
Sugarbush Christian Church
Pastor: Pastor Awit Marcelino
Guelph, ON
Phone: 647.980.2554
email: sugarbushcc@gmail.com
Web: www.sugarbushchurch.ca

Summerville Christian Church
Rev. Russell Prime, Pastor
R R #1, Queens County
Summerville Centre, Queens Cty,
NS B0T 1T0
Meeting at: 26 Broad River Road
Phone: 902.354.4950
Email: miltonsummerville@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/Summervillechristian
West Gore Disciple Church
Mike Poworoznyk, Interim Pastor
1000 Hwy 202,
RR#1 Kennetcook, NS B0N 1P0
Meeting at: 1000 Hwy 202, West Gore, NS
Phone: 902.632.2748
email: c.westgore@ns.sympatico.ca

www.facebook.com/ChurchOfChristDisciplesAtWestGore

Westlock Community Church of Christ
Westlock, AB
11311 – 100 Street
Westlock, AB T7P 2R8
Phone: 780.349.5766
Email: westlockcommunitychurch@outlook.com
FB: Westlock-Community-Church-of-Christ
Winger Church of Christ (Disciples)
Rev. Kevin McDonald, Pastor
RR #1 Wainfleet, ON L0S 1V0
Phone: 905.899.1373
www.geocities.com/wingerdisciples
Wyndholme Christian Church
Pastoral Team: Rev. Neil Bergman, Rev .Dr.
Darlene Brewer, Rev Judithe Adam Murphy
PO Box 28085 Tacoma,
Dartmouth, NS B2W 6E2
Phone: 902.466.5144
email: wyndholmechristian@gmail.com
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Record of Service
Chair/President

Moderator

1922-1942
1946
1946-1949
1953
1953-1957
1957-1961
1961-1965
1965-1969
1969-1971
1971-1973
1973-1974
1974-1976
1976-1978
1980
1980-1982

1982-1984
1984 -1986
1986-1988
1988-1990
1990-1992
1992-1994
1994-1996
1996-1998
1998-2000
2000-2002
2002-2004
2004-2006
2006-2008
2008-2010
2010-2012
2012-2014
2014-2016
2016-2018
2018-

George H. Stewart
Ralph W. Pugh
Herbert Stainton
Mrs. G. H. Stewart
D. R. MacDonald
W. E. Murray
T. M. Maltby
W. E. Cosman
T. C. Stainton
Robert K. Leland
Margaret McNeil
Mervin L. Bailey
Donald E. Whitehead
Kenneth McDougall
Russell Legge

Mary Henderson 1942Thomas Fountain
Steven Dobbins 1949Marilyn Hodgson
Stan Litke
Robert L. Dees
A. Elizabeth Manthorne
Mervin Bailey
John Dick
Peter Fountain
J. Richard Myer
Ray Cuthbert
Ann Green-Stainton 1978Janet Fountain
Dianne Rutherford
Ed Stover
Janet Anstead
Deborah Weatherhead
Ann Stainton

General Secretary
May 1922 - June 1924
June 1924 - September 1926
September 1926 - June 1935
June 1935 - June 1941
June 1941 -August 1965
September 1965 -April 1966
April 1966 - September 1972

John Stuart Mill
Marion V. Royce (ActingSecretary)
Hugh B. Kilgore
Regional Secretaries
Oliver McCully
Elmer S. Stainton (Acting Secretary)
Kenneth S. Wills

September 1972 -August 1973

Elmer S. Stainton (Interim)
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Record of Service (continued)
Executive Minister/Regional Minister
August 1973 - December 1980
January 1981 -August 1981
September 1981 - February 1983
March 1983 - February 1986
March 1986 -April 1987
March 1987 - February 1997
February 1997 -August 2001
September 2001 -August 2006
August 2006 -April 2010
April 2010 -August 2011
August 2011 – May 2016
June 2016 – present

Robert K. Leland
vacancy
Francis U. Bruce
W. Ray Miles
Halsey E. Wakelin
Robert W. Steffer
Stan Litke
F. Thomas Rutherford
Catherine Hubbard
vacancy
Richard E. Hamilton
Jennifer L. Garbin
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Time & Place of All Canada Conventions and Conferences
DATE
October 1921
May 1922
June 1923
June 1924
June 1926
July 1927
May 1928
May 1930
June 1931
May 1934
May 1940
May 1942
May 1944
July 1946
June 1949
May 1951
August 1953
August 1955
August 1957
June 1959
August 1961
July 1963
June 1965
August 1967
August 1969
August 1971
August 1972
July 1974
August 1976
August 1978
August 1980

MEETING TYPE
Informal Conference
First Convention
Conference
Convention
Convention
Conference
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Conference
Conference
Conference
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Business Meeting
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Jubilee Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention

PLACE
Guelph, Ontario
Poplar Hill, Ontario
Winnipeg, Manitoba
Toronto, Ontario
Owen Sound, Ontario
Calgary, Alberta
Toronto, Ontario
St. Thomas, Ontario
Regina, Saskatchewan
Toronto, Ontario
Owen Sound, Ontario
Ridgetown, Ontario
Windsor, Ontario
St. John, New Brunswick
Winnipeg, Manitoba
Toronto, Ontario
Weymouth, Nova Scotia
Toronto, Ontario
Edmonton, Alberta
Ridgetown, Ontario
Cross Roads, PEI
Guelph, Ontario
Vancouver, BC
Poplar Hill, Ontario
Edmonton, Alberta
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
St. Thomas, Ontario
Regina Saskatchewan
Guelph, Ontario
Halifax, Nova Scotia
Mississauga, Ontario
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August 1982
August 1984
August 1986
August 1988
August 1990
August 1992
August 1994
August 1996
August 1998
August 2000
August 2002
August 2004
August 2006
August 2008
August 2010
August 2012
August 2014
August 2016

Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Assembly during World Conv.
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention
Convention

Winnipeg, Manitoba
Ridgetown, Ontario
Lower Sackville, NS
St. Thomas, Ontario
Westlock, Alberta
Toronto, Ontario
Liverpool, Nova Scotia
Calgary, Alberta
Ridgetown, Ontario
Windsor, Nova Scotia
Niagara Falls, Ontario
Winnipeg, Manitoba
London, Ontario
Halifax, Nova Scotia
Toronto, Ontario
Edmonton, Alberta
Ridgetown, Ontario
Milton, Nova Scotia

August 2018

Convention

Guelph, Ontario

August 2020

Cancelled due to Covid-19
Global Pandemic
Business Mtg & AGM

(was to be held in
Winnipeg, MB)
Virtual Online Meeting

September 2020
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Standing Rules for
Conducting Business of the Convention
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada
These rules are based upon references to “Special Rules of Procedure for the General Assembly”,
included in the Design for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
1. To facilitate deliberation and action on all Business Items by the Convention, a Business
Committee will be established as follows:
a. Prior to the opening session of the Convention, the Board of Directors will serve as the
Business Committee.
b. During the Convention, the Business Committee will consist of the Moderator serving as
Chairperson, three members of the Board of Directors (selected by the Board of Directors)
representative of the three Areas, plus four voting representatives selected by the
Convention upon recommendation of the Moderator or nomination from the floor. The
Executive Minister will serve as resource person.
2. All items of business to be considered by the Convention, except emergency items, shall be
filed with the Business Committee, through the Executive Minister, no later than ninety (90)
days before the opening session of the Convention, in order to allow consideration by the
Business Committee and time for distribution to congregations and voting representatives in
advance of the Convention.
3. The Business Committee will review all business items, make whatever amendments or
comments that seem advisable, establish a total time for debate on each business item and
present the items of business to the Convention with a recommendation for appropriate action
and designation of total debate time. The original wording of the resolutions shall be available
in the docket together with any proposed changes.
4. Business items will originate from any congregation, Area, Administrative or program unit or
organization with recognized relationships with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in
Canada, through the governing board or any such organization. Business items may also be
submitted in writing signed by no fewer than six members of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in Canada.
5. Any item of business can be considered an emergency only if its content is of such a nature that
it could not have been regularly filed ninety (90) days before the opening session of the
Convention. Emergency Business items will be accepted only when submitted in writing by no
fewer than six (6) voting representatives of the Convention from not fewer than three
congregations
6. The Business Committee at the Convention will receive all business items appropriately filed for
consideration as emergencies, determine if such items are truly emergencies, and if they are,
prepare appropriate recommendations to the Convention.
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Standing Rules (Continued)
7. A quorum for the transaction of business by the Convention shall be 40% of the registered
voting representatives present at the Convention. If a quorum is not present at any business
session, matters to be considered will be referred to the next business session. If a quorum is
not present at the final session, matters which were to have been considered shall be referred
to the All-Canada Committee. The All-Canada Committee may take action within the
established policy of the Convention, subject all matters to a review of its action by the next
Convention.
8. a. The total time for debate set by the Business Committee and designated in the Convention
business docket shall govern the total time for debate on any given business item. Each person
with floor privileges, when recognized by the presiding officer, may speak to each business item
and debatable motion once, and for no longer than three (3) minutes, and may speak again
after all the other persons desiring to speak have had the opportunity within the allowable
debate time.
b. The presiding officer may change the time for individual debate from three (3) minutes with
the permission of the Convention. The Convention may change the total time for debate for any
business item or change the time limit for individual debate by two-thirds (2/3) affirmative
vote.
9. A parliamentarian shall be appointed by the Board of Directors for each Convention of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada.
10. Debate and action shall be based on the substance of the resolution and not on the
recommendations of the Business Committee. This will not apply when there is a motion to
commit or refer.
11. In general, the basic rules of parliamentary procedure described in Roberts Rules of Order
Revised will be followed. To assist representatives, the following list of motions in order of
precedence is given:
a. To adjourn
b. To take a recess
c. To raise a question
d. To call for the orders of the day
e. To rise to a point of order
f. To withdraw a motion
g. To close debate (move the previous question)
h. To limit or extend time for discussion and debate
i. To postpone discussion to a certain time
j. To commit or refer
k. To amend
l. The main motion
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Standing Rules (Continued)
•
•
•
•

“Privileged” or “Incidental” motions are (a)-(f); Motions subsidiary to the main motion are (g)(k); Debatable motions are (i)-(l);
The following cannot be amended: (a), (c)-(g); The following do not require a second: (c)-(f); The
following may interrupt a speaker: (c)-(e);
Simple majority votes carry, except for a 2/3 affirmative vote required for (g) and (h).
The motion to close debate shall not be accepted until opportunity has been given for at least
two speakers on both sides of a given issue.

Adopted 1980 Convention (Mississauga, ON) / Revised 1986 Convention (Lower Sackville,
NS)
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Appendix 1: Financial Statements presented at AGM
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada
Profit and Loss
June 2019 - May 2020
Total
INCOME
4000 Operating Income
4001 Church Contributions

37,356.53

4002 Individual Contributions

40.00

4004 Regional Allocations

11,336.85

4005 Previous Years Unrestricted Income
Total 4000 Operating Income

489,914.19
$

538,647.57

4010 Canadian Restricted Deferred Contributions to Disburse
4013 External Grant Received
Total 4010 Canadian Restricted Deferred Contributions to Disburse

49,232.32
$

49,232.32

4015 Flow through funds to O.G.M.P
4016 Church Contributions

14,784.14

4017 Individual Contributions
Total 4015 Flow through funds to O.G.M.P

1,000.00
$

15,784.14

4020 Canadian Remittance Designated Income to Disburse
4021 New Church

15,148.25

4022 Reconcilliation

10,200.64

4023 Higher Education

405.00

4024 Congregational Development/Revitalization

5,971.79

4025 Week of Compassion

5,742.85

Total 4020 Canadian Remittance Designated Income to Disburse

$

37,468.53

4030 Other Income
4031 Designated Income - Programs/Projects

23,334.55

4032 Interest Income

2,028.20

4034 Women's Ministry in Canada
Total 4030 Other Income

368.88
$

25,731.63

4040 Previous Years Restricted Funds
4042 Externally Restricted
Total 4040 Previous Years Restricted Funds

81,547.70
$

81,547.70

Total Income

$

748,411.89

GROSS PROFIT

$

748,411.89

EXPENSES
6000 Operating Expenses
6053 Salary Expenses
6054 Office Supplies

91,614.81
3,564.60
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6055 Travel and Expenses

13,551.44

6056 Meals and Entertainment

2,432.03

6103 Ecumenical Work

500.00

6151 Bank Charges & Interest Expense

417.16

6152 Bookkeeping & Professional Service

17,332.03

6154 Professional Development

1,483.02

6156 Dues, Memberships & Subscriptions

1,471.50

6160 Denominational Committments

2,550.09

6254 Special Insurance, Taxes & other

1,691.17

6255 Misc.

199.53

6258 Property Taxes /Insurance
Total 6000 Operating Expenses

1,450.44
$

138,257.82

6200 Canadian Restricted Deferred Contributions Disbursed
6201 Funds Disbursed by Board

1,000.00

6203 External Grants Disbursed

49,252.32

Total 6200 Canadian Restricted Deferred Contributions Disbursed

$

6220 Flow through to O.G.M.P.

50,252.32
16,851.56

6300 Regions Support to Ministries
6324 Church Support

12,500.00

Total 6300 Regions Support to Ministries

$

6450 Designated Expense - Programs/Projects
Total Expenses

12,500.00
835.56

$

218,697.26

OTHER INCOME
8001 Gain/loss on sale of investments

854.44

8002 Unrealized Gain/Loss/ Cdn investments

-63,393.02

8004 Temporary Wage Subsidy

2,044.34

8010 Dividend income

24,812.63

8011 Investment Income

6.02
-$
35,675.59

Total Other Income
OTHER EXPENSES
7001 Exchange Gain/Loss

-12,218.60

7005 HST Unrecoverable

915.64

7010 Investment Advisory Fee

8,056.59

7200 Non-Deductible Expenses

2,432.04
-$
814.33

Total Other Expenses
PROFIT

$

494,853.37
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The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada
Balance Sheet
As of May 31, 2020
Total
Assets
Current Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalent
1000 CIBC

22,196.59

1005 US Chequing

16,610.50

1050 Cash Clearing

0.00

Uncategorized Asset

0.00

1900 Undeposited Funds

0.00

Total Cash and Cash Equivalent

$

38,807.09

Accounts Receivable (A/R)
Accounts Receivable (A/R)
Total Accounts Receivable (A/R)

0.00
$

0.00

1198 Unealized gain/loss on US Bank acct (1005)

0.00

1199 Unrealized gain/loss on investments

0.00

1500 HST Receivable

0.00

1600 Prepaid Expenses

1,291.78

1650 Prepaid Investment Expenses

0.00

1700 Econ. Devel. Co-Op Shares

250.00

1710 Loan to McKernan Church
Total Current Assets

20,000.00
$

60,348.87

Non-current Assets
1100 Wood Investment
1101 Operating Account

9,565.15

1104 BW Canadian Equities

667,963.67

1105 Wood Investment US Dollar Acct Adj to CAD

1,645.26

1106 US Dollar Acct.

4,375.68

1107 US Equities - Book Value (BV)

25,375.00

1109 Unrealized gain/loss on WG investments

-34,983.87

1110 Wood Investment US Equities BV Adjusted to CAD

9,541.00

1111 Wood Investments Unrealized Gain/loss on WG USD Investments
Total 1100 Wood Investment
Total Non Current Assets
Total Assets

41,889.57
$

725,371.46

$

725,371.46

$

785,720.33

Liabilities and Equity
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable (A/P)
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2100 Accounts Payable (A/P)
Total Accounts Payable (A/P)

5,635.64
$

5,635.64

Credit Card
1601 American Express

0.00

1602 MBNA

-838.17
-$
838.17

Total Credit Card
2105 Accrued Liabilities

0.00

2110 Payable to Global Ministries (O.G.M.P) in Cdn

20,434.39

2198 Unrealized Gain/Loss/ US Conversion

0.00

2199 Investments Interest Payable

0.00

2200 Grants & Accruals Payable (old)
2203 Canadian Council- Triennial

0.00

2205 Disciples E.C.C

0.00

2207 2018 Encounter

0.00

2209 Word of Life Church/ Montreal

0.00

2211 Funds for Ceda Grants

0.00

2213 W.C.C. Triennial Assembly

0.00

Total 2200 Grants & Accruals Payable (old)

$

0.00

2450 Deferred Contributions Restricted by Church Remittances
2451 Pentecost - New Church Fund

0.00

2452 Reconcilliation - Canada

0.00

2453 Thanksgiving - Higher Education

0.00

2454 Congregational Development/Revitalization

0.00

2456 Week of Compassion/CIDA

0.00

2457 Disciples Women Fund - Blessing Boxes

0.00

Total 2450 Deferred Contributions Restricted by Church Remittances

$

2650 Unearned Revenue

0.00
6,811.72

2700 Payroll Clearing

235.82

2750 Sales Tax Liability

0.00

2751 Sale Tax GST @5%

-861.09

2752 Sales Tax ON PST @ 8%

-1,377.62
-$
2,238.71

Total 2750 Sales Tax Liability
GST/HST Payable

0.00

US Conversion - Old

0.00

Total Current Liabilities

$

30,040.69

Non-current Liabilities
2400 Deferred Contributions to be Disbursed by Board
2401 Memorial Funds (Invested/Unrestricted)

0.00

2402 Unrestricted Interest to Disburse

0.00

2403 London Church Interest

0.00

2405 L.P Schooling Interest (Unrestricted)

0.00

2409 Regina Interest

0.00
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2410 Toronto Church Interest

0.00

2414 Vancouver Interest

0.00

2416 Bergman Interest - New Church Over 5 Yrs

0.00

2417 Muir Interest - Christian Education Fund

0.00

2418 Muir Interest - Special Projects Funds

0.00

2419 Canadian Outreach
Total 2400 Deferred Contributions to be Disbursed by Board

0.00
$

0.00

2500 Deferred Contributions Restricted by Donors (Principle)
2501 John & Lillian Bergman

0.00

2503 Campbell 1/2 D.O.M.1/2 Unrestricte

0.00

2505 Collins - Unrestricted

0.00

2507 First Londan Church Funds

0.00

2509 Muir-1/2 Ch.Ed/1/2 Special Funds

0.00

2511 Rigg Memorial Fund

0.00

2515 Montreal Church Bldg. Fund

0.00

2517 Toronto Church Sales

0.00

2518 Regina Ave. Proceeds

0.00

2519 L.P Schooling Funds

0.00

2520 Vancouver Church Tr

0.00

Total 2500 Deferred Contributions Restricted by Donors (Principle)
Total Non-current Liabilities
Total Liabilities

$

0.00

$

0.00

$

30,040.69

Equity
3000 Net Assets
3001 General Fund (Unrestricted)

499,914.19

3100 Internally Restricted
3101 Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism Fund

10,200.64

3103 Canadian Outreach

784.07

3104 Programs/Projects Fund
Total 3100 Internally Restricted

1,293.00
$

12,277.71

3200 Externally Restricted Funds
3201 New Church Fund (Pentecost)
3202 Higher Education Fund (Thanksgiving)

6,470.71
844.92

3203 Congregational Development/Revitalization

5,971.79

3204 Week of Compassion

6,293.93

3205 Canadian Disciples Women

368.88

3206 LP Schooling Interest

2,028.20

3207 New Church - Over 5 Years

3,732.54

3208 Christian Education

562.29

3209 Special Projects Fund

20,643.70

3210 John & Lillian Bergman Bequest

93,928.50

3211 Campbell Bequest

9,634.78
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3212 Muir Bequest

28,300.00

3213 Montreal Building Fund

71,547.70

3215 LP Schooling Bequest

99,999.99

3216 Rigg Memorial Fund

12,315.54

3217 London Church Fund Bequest

18,317.62

Total 3200 Externally Restricted Funds
Total 3000 Net Assets

$

380,961.09

$

893,152.99

Opening Balance Equity

0.00

Retained Earnings

-630,153.41

Profit for the year

492,680.06

Total Equity
Total Liabilities and Equity

$

755,679.64

$

785,720.33
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Appendix 2: Adjusted Financial Statements

(Note: These statements were not available at the time of the AGM)

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada
Profit and Loss
June 2019 - May 2020
Total
INCOME
4000 Operating Income
4001 Church Contributions

37,356.53

4002 Individual Contributions

40.00

4004 Regional Allocations

11,336.85

4005 Previous Years Unrestricted Income
Total 4000 Operating Income

489,914.19
$

538,647.57

4010 Canadian Restricted Deferred Contributions to Disburse
4013 External Grant Received
Total 4010 Canadian Restricted Deferred Contributions to Disburse

49,232.32
$

49,232.32

4015 Flow through funds to O.G.M.P
4016 Church Contributions

14,784.14

4017 Individual Contributions
Total 4015 Flow through funds to O.G.M.P

1,000.00
$

15,784.14

4020 Canadian Remittance Designated Income to Disburse
4021 New Church

15,148.25

4022 Reconcilliation

10,200.64

4023 Higher Education

405.00

4024 Congregational Development/Revitalization

5,971.79

4025 Week of Compassion

5,742.85

Total 4020 Canadian Remittance Designated Income to Disburse

$

37,468.53

4030 Other Income
4031 Designated Income - Programs/Projects

23,334.55

4032 Interest Income

2,028.20

4034 Women's Ministry in Canada
Total 4030 Other Income

368.88
$

25,731.63

4040 Previous Years Restricted Funds
4042 Externally Restricted
Total 4040 Previous Years Restricted Funds

81,547.70
$

81,547.70

Total Income

$

748,411.89

GROSS PROFIT

$

748,411.89

EXPENSES
6000 Operating Expenses
6053 Salary Expenses
6054 Office Supplies

91,614.81
3,564.60
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6055 Travel and Expenses

13,551.44

6056 Meals and Entertainment

2,432.03

6103 Ecumenical Work

500.00

6151 Bank Charges & Interest Expense

417.16

6152 Bookkeeping & Professional Service

17,332.03

6154 Professional Development

1,483.02

6156 Dues, Memberships & Subscriptions

1,471.50

6160 Denominational Committments

2,550.09

6254 Special Insurance, Taxes & other

1,691.17

6255 Misc.

199.53

6258 Property Taxes /Insurance
Total 6000 Operating Expenses

1,450.44
$

138,257.82

6200 Canadian Restricted Deferred Contributions Disbursed
6201 Funds Disbursed by Board

1,000.00

6203 External Grants Disbursed

49,252.32

Total 6200 Canadian Restricted Deferred Contributions Disbursed

$

6220 Flow through to O.G.M.P.

50,252.32
16,851.56

6300 Regions Support to Ministries
6324 Church Support

12,500.00

Total 6300 Regions Support to Ministries

$

6450 Designated Expense - Programs/Projects
Total Expenses

12,500.00
835.56

$

218,697.26

OTHER INCOME
8001 Gain/loss on sale of investments

854.44

8002 Unrealized Gain/Loss/ Cdn investments

-63,393.02

8004 Temporary Wage Subsidy

2,044.34

8010 Dividend income

24,812.63

8011 Investment Income

6.02

Total Other Income

-$

35,675.59

OTHER EXPENSES
7001 Exchange Gain/Loss

-12,218.60

7005 HST Unrecoverable

915.64

7010 Investment Advisory Fee

8,056.59

7200 Non-Deductible Expenses

2,432.04

Total Other Expenses

-$

814.33

PROFIT

$

494,853.37
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The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada
Balance Sheet
As of May 31, 2020
Total
Assets
Current Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalent
1000 CIBC

22,196.59

1005 US Chequing

16,610.50

1050 Cash Clearing

0.00

Uncategorized Asset

0.00

1900 Undeposited Funds
Total Cash and Cash Equivalent

0.00
$
38,807.09

Accounts Receivable (A/R)
Accounts Receivable (A/R)
Total Accounts Receivable (A/R)

0.00
$
0.00

1198 Unealized gain/loss on US Bank acct (1005)

0.00

1199 Unrealized gain/loss on investments

0.00

1500 HST Receivable
1600 Prepaid Expenses

0.00
1,291.78

1650 Prepaid Investment Expenses
1700 Econ. Devel. Co-Op Shares
1710 Loan to McKernan Church
Total Current Assets

0.00
250.00
20,000.00
$
60,348.87

Non-current Assets
1100 Wood Investment
1101 Operating Account
1104 BW Canadian Equities

9,565.15
667,963.67

1105 Wood Investment US Dollar Acct Adj to CAD

1,645.26

1106 US Dollar Acct.

4,375.68

1107 US Equities - Book Value (BV)
1109 Unrealized gain/loss on WG investments
1110 Wood Investment US Equities BV Adjusted to CAD
1111 Wood Investments Unrealized Gain/loss on WG USD Investments
Total 1100 Wood Investment
Total Non Current Assets
Total Assets

25,375.00
-34,983.87
9,541.00
41,889.57
$
725,371.46
$
725,371.46
$
785,720.33

Liabilities and Equity
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
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Accounts Payable (A/P)
2100 Accounts Payable (A/P)

5,635.64
$
5,635.64

Total Accounts Payable (A/P)
Credit Card
1601 American Express

0.00

1602 MBNA
Total Credit Card

-838.17
-$

838.17

2105 Accrued Liabilities

0.00

2110 Payable to Global Ministries (O.G.M.P) in Cdn

20,434.39

2198 Unrealized Gain/Loss/ US Conversion

0.00

2199 Investments Interest Payable

0.00

2200 Grants & Accruals Payable (old)
2203 Canadian Council- Triennial

0.00

2205 Disciples E.C.C

0.00

2207 2018 Encounter

0.00

2209 Word of Life Church/ Montreal

0.00

2211 Funds for Ceda Grants

0.00

2213 W.C.C. Triennial Assembly

0.00
$
0.00

Total 2200 Grants & Accruals Payable (old)
2450 Deferred Contributions Restricted by Church Remittances
2451 Pentecost - New Church Fund

0.00

2452 Reconcilliation - Canada

0.00

2453 Thanksgiving - Higher Education

0.00

2454 Congregational Development/Revitalization

0.00

2456 Week of Compassion/CIDA

0.00

2457 Disciples Women Fund - Blessing Boxes

0.00
$
0.00

Total 2450 Deferred Contributions Restricted by Church Remittances
2650 Unearned Revenue

6,811.72

2700 Payroll Clearing

235.82

2750 Sales Tax Liability

0.00

2751 Sale Tax GST @5%

-861.09

2752 Sales Tax ON PST @ 8%
Total 2750 Sales Tax Liability

-1,377.62
-$

2,238.71

GST/HST Payable
US Conversion - Old
Total Current Liabilities

0.00
0.00
$
30,040.69

Non-current Liabilities
2400 Deferred Contributions to be Disbursed by Board
2401 Memorial Funds (Invested/Unrestricted)

0.00

2402 Unrestricted Interest to Disburse

0.00

2403 London Church Interest

0.00
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2405 L.P Schooling Interest (Unrestricted)

0.00

2409 Regina Interest

0.00

2410 Toronto Church Interest

0.00

2414 Vancouver Interest

0.00

2416 Bergman Interest - New Church Over 5 Yrs

0.00

2417 Muir Interest - Christian Education Fund

0.00

2418 Muir Interest - Special Projects Funds

0.00

2419 Canadian Outreach

0.00
$
0.00

Total 2400 Deferred Contributions to be Disbursed by Board
2500 Deferred Contributions Restricted by Donors (Principle)
2501 John & Lillian Bergman

0.00

2503 Campbell 1/2 D.O.M.1/2 Unrestricte

0.00

2505 Collins - Unrestricted

0.00

2507 First Londan Church Funds

0.00

2509 Muir-1/2 Ch.Ed/1/2 Special Funds

0.00

2511 Rigg Memorial Fund

0.00

2515 Montreal Church Bldg. Fund

0.00

2517 Toronto Church Sales

0.00

2518 Regina Ave. Proceeds

0.00

2519 L.P Schooling Funds

0.00

2520 Vancouver Church Tr

0.00
$
0.00
$
0.00
$
30,040.69

Total 2500 Deferred Contributions Restricted by Donors (Principle)
Total Non-current Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Equity
3000 Net Assets
3001 General Fund (Unrestricted)

499,914.19

3100 Internally Restricted
3101 Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism Fund
3103 Canadian Outreach
3104 Programs/Projects Fund
Total 3100 Internally Restricted

10,200.64
784.07
1,293.00
$
12,277.71

3200 Externally Restricted Funds
3201 New Church Fund (Pentecost)
3202 Higher Education Fund (Thanksgiving)

6,470.71
844.92

3203 Congregational Development/Revitalization

5,971.79

3204 Week of Compassion

6,293.93

3205 Canadian Disciples Women

368.88

3206 LP Schooling Interest

2,028.20

3207 New Church - Over 5 Years

3,732.54

3208 Christian Education

562.29
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3209 Special Projects Fund

20,643.70

3210 John & Lillian Bergman Bequest

93,928.50

3211 Campbell Bequest

9,634.78

3212 Muir Bequest

28,300.00

3213 Montreal Building Fund

71,547.70

3215 LP Schooling Bequest

99,999.99

3216 Rigg Memorial Fund

12,315.54

3217 London Church Fund Bequest
Total 3200 Externally Restricted Funds
Total 3000 Net Assets

18,317.62
$
380,961.09
$
893,152.99

Opening Balance Equity

0.00

Retained Earnings

-630,153.41

Profit for the year

492,680.06
$
755,679.64
$
785,720.33

Total Equity
Total Liabilities and Equity
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